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Overview

Akureyri is the largest town in Iceland outside the Reykjavik area. It sits near the head of Eyjafjordur, one
of the country's longest fjords, with snowy mountains on both sides. The town is small and easy to walk,
but it has its own airport, theatre, museums and a lively café scene. Many visitors use it as a comfortable
base for North Iceland.

Come here for a mix of town life and big nature. In one or two days you can see the church, the
botanical garden and the harbour, then drive out to waterfalls, lava fields and whale-watching bays.
Winter brings skiing above the town and a real chance of northern lights.

When to visit

Summer is mild and the days are very long, with almost no darkness in June. Winter is cold, snowy and
dark, but it is the season for skiing and northern lights, which are best seen from about September to
April. Spring and autumn are quiet and can bring snow at any time, so check road conditions before you
drive.

The biggest event of the year is Akureyrarvaka, the town festival held on a weekend in late August. It
marks the town's birthday with concerts, art installations and outdoor events across the centre.

DAY °C NIGHT °C

MONTH CONDITIONS avg / max avg/ min

January Good -1°/5°  -6°/-14° ¥ 21 rainy days - Dry air
Good for aurora viewing Feels like -8°

February Good -1°/5°  -7°/-14° § 19rainy days - Dry air
Good for aurora viewing Feels like -7°

March Good 0°/5° -6°/-14° ¥ 21rainydays - Dry air
Good for skiing Feels like -6°

April Good 2°/6°  -4°/-11° ¥ 17 rainy days - Dry air
Good for skiing Feels like -3°

May o Fair 5°/10° 0°/-6° § 17 rainy days - Dry air
Fair for skiing Feels like 0°

June ® Poor 10°/15° 5°/0° § 17 rainy days - Dry air
Poor for wildlife watching Feels like 7°

July ® Poor 13°/17° 7°/4° ¥ 19rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Poor for wildlife watching

August ® Poor 12°/16° 6°/3° ¥ 19rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Poor for wildlife watching

September @ Poor 8°/13° 3°/-2° § 20rainy days - Dry air
Poor for skiing Feels like 4°

October o Fair 3°/8° -1°/-9° § 23rainy days - Dry air
Fair for aurora viewing Feels like -2°

November Good 0°/6° -5°/-12° § 21rainydays - Dry air
Good for aurora viewing Feels like -6°

December Good -1°/5°  -6°/-14° § 21 rainy days - Dry air
Good for aurora viewing Feels like -7°

Climate data: NASA POWER (MERRA-2) - 1996-2025
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* @O Akureyrarkirkja is the town's landmark, a
white church at the top of a long flight of
steps above the centre. Gudjén Samuelsson,
who also designed Hallgrimskirkja in
Reykjavik, completed it in 1940.

* @ Akureyri Botanical Garden first opened in
1912 and grows thousands of plant species
from Iceland and abroad. Entry is free, and the
garden is at its best from June to September. CI?J

e @ Menningarhusid Hof is the cultural centre
on the harbourfront. It hosts concerts and
stage shows, and the town's tourist
information desk is inside.

e © Akureyri Art Museum holds changing

exhibitions of visual art. It is the main venue
on Kaupvangsstraeti, a street of galleries
known as the Art Street, below the church.

e @ Nonnahus is the childhood home of /én
Sveinsson, the children's author known as
Nonni. The small timber house is now a
museum about his life and books.

TAHVERFL

© OpenStreetMap contributors, Mapzen

e @ Akureyri Museum tells the story of the
region from the first settlers to today. It
stands in the old Innbeaer district beside a
museum garden and a small church.

e @ Forest Lagoon is a geothermal spain a
forest on the opposite shore of the fjord, a few
minutes' drive from town. Its warm pools look
across the water to Akureyri.

Akureyri - Plan Your Trip

Turn the places from this guide into a real itinerary, with smart routing, time
ﬂ estimates, and everything you need for a perfect trip.

3M+ downloads - 4.6 stars - 15 years of trip planning Scan to download

App Store - Google Play the app

What to experience

Some things are typical of a visit to Akureyri.
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Whale watching from the town pier: Boats leave from the harbour next to Menningarhusio Hof.

tripomatic.com

Humpback whales can be seen in the fjord throughout the year.

A swim at the town pool: Sundlaug Akureyrar, a short walk from the church, has outdoor warm

pools, hot tubs and water slides. An evening soak with local families is part of daily life here.

Skiing at Hlidarfjall: The ski area is about 5 km above town and is usually open from late November
or December until late April. It has floodlit cross-country trails for skiing after dark.

Hunting for northern lights: On clear, dark nights from about September to April, drive a few

minutes out of town, away from street lights, and look north.

Day trips

Akureyri is the best base for day trips in North
Iceland. Close options are listed first.

Christmas House (Jélagardurinn): a
Christmas shop and garden about 10 km
south of town, open all year. About 15 minutes
by car.

Old Turfhouse Laufas: a 19th-century turf
farmhouse on the east shore of the fjord, run
as a museum in summer (June to August).
About 30 minutes by car.

Hrisey: a quiet island in the fjord, reached by a
15-minute ferry from Arskégssandur. The pier
is about 35 minutes north of Akureyri by car or
bus, and the island is good for short walks and
birdwatching.

@ Dalvik: a fishing town about 45 minutes
north by bus, with whale-watching boats and
the ferry to the Arctic island of Grimsey.
Godafoss: a wide horseshoe waterfall right
next to the Ring Road, about 40 minutes east
by car or bus.

© Viyvatn: a lake area of lava formations,
craters, bird life and geothermal nature baths.
About 1 hour by car.

@ Husavik: a harbour town known for some
of Iceland's best whale watching. About 1

hour 10 minutes by bus.

© Dettifoss, Selfoss og Hafragilsfoss: one of
Europe's most powerful waterfalls, with two
neighbouring falls in a deep canyon. Allow
about 2 hours each way by car; it combines
well with Myvatn.

Akureyri - Northeastern Region

© OpenStreetMap contributors, ESA WorldCover, Mapzen ¢
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Where to explore
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Akureyri sits in Northeastern Region, which covers Eyjafjordur, Myvatn and the north-east coast.

Along the fjord: Eyjafjordur and the fishing town of Dalvik.

Lakes and waterfalls to the east: Myvatn and Dettifoss, Selfoss og Hafragilsfoss, with Vatnajokull
National Park reaching up to the canyons of the far north-east.

Whale-watching coast: Husavik on Skjalfandi bay.

The capital: Reykjavik, a short domestic flight away.

Getting there

By air: Akureyri Airport is about 3 km south of
the centre. Icelandair flies from Reykjavik's
domestic airport several times a day, and the
flight takes about 40 minutes. Some European
cities have seasonal direct flights. Travelers
landing at Keflavik International Airport must
first transfer to Reykjavik for a domestic flight,
or drive. From Akureyri Airport, take a taxi, the
pre-booked airport bus, or walk the 3 km
coastal path into town.

By bus: Straetd route 57 runs between
Reykjavik (Mjédd terminal) and Akureyri in
about 6%2-7 hours. In Akureyri it stops at the
airport and outside Menningarhusid Hof.
Streetd

By car: The Ring Road (Route 1) links Akureyri

with Reykjavik, about 390 km away. Plan a full
day for the drive, especially in winter.

Getting around on foot & by bike

# WALKABILITY

High
D D ;G

The compact centre, harbour, church and botanical garden are
all within a short walk, though some streets are steep.

Akureyri - Northeastern Region

Getting around

¢ City buses: Local buses inside Akureyri are
free. Every route is a loop that starts and ends
at the central Midbeaer stop. Service is shorter
at weekends. Visit Akureyri: free city bus

* Regional buses: Straeté buses leave from
outside Menningarhusio Hof. Route 78 goes
north to Dalvik, route 79 to Husavik, and route
56 east past Godafoss to Myvatn. Services are
limited, with reduced service in winter, so
check timetables and fares before you travel.
Streetd

* On foot: The centre, the harbour, the church
and the botanical garden are all within a 15-
minute walk of each other. Some streets are
steep.

* Cycling: Cycling works in summer on the
paths along the shore, but hills, wind and
winter ice make it hard the rest of the year.

&5 CYCLING INFRASTRUCTURE

Moderate

(1 )
Shoreline paths are pleasant in summer; hills, wind and winter
ice limit cycling the rest of the year.
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Driving

Is a car worth it?: Not for the town itself, which is compact and has free buses. For the waterfalls,
Myvatn and the coast, a car gives you much more freedom than the limited regional buses.

Parking: The centre has two paid zones, charged on weekdays during the day. Pay with the EasyPark
or Parka apps or at the pay stations on Skipagata and Tungata. Outside paid hours, parking is free.
Tunnel toll: The Vadlaheidi tunnel east of town on the Ring Road has a toll. Pay online at tunnel.is or
in the Veggjald app up to 24 hours before or after driving through. Rental companies add a fee for
unpaid tolls.

Winter roads: Snow, ice and closed mountain roads are common from October to April. Check road
conditions before every trip. Road conditions (Vegagerdin)

Akureyri - Northeastern Region 6/14
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Food & drink
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Akureyri has more places to eat than its size What to eat & drink
suggests. Look for fish from the fjord, Icelandic

. & BREAKFAST
lamb and lamb soup, and the local love of ice

Skyr
A thick, protein-rich cultured dairy product, technically a
soft cheese, eaten plain or with fruit at any meal.

cream, which people eat all year, even in winter.

Most restaurants, cafés and bars are on or near
Hafnarstraeti, the pedestrian street in the centre,
and the streets between it and the harbour. Prices Lamb Soup - Kiétsdpa

are high, as everywhere in Iceland; soup lunches A hearty lamb and root vegetable soup, a common
and bakeries are the cheaper options. home-cooked and café menu staple.

= LUNCH

Y1 DINNER

Smoked Lamb - Hangikjot
Lamb smoked over birch or dung, traditionally served at
Christmas and often cold in sandwiches.

Fish Stew - Plokkfiskur
A creamy mashed mix of fish, potato, onion, and
béchamel, classic Icelandic home cooking.

. SNACKS & STREET FOOD

Rye Bread - Rugbraud
Dark, dense, slightly sweet rye bread traditionally baked
slowly using geothermal heat.

Dried Fish - Har&fiskur
Wind-dried fish, usually haddock or cod, eaten as a
chewy snack often with butter.

Icelandic Hot Dog - Pylsur
A lamb-and-pork hot dog served with raw and fried
onion, ketchup, sweet mustard, and remoulade.

Y DRINKS

Brennivin

An unsweetened caraway-flavored schnapps, nicknamed
'‘Black Death,' traditionally drunk with fermented shark.

Akureyri - Plan Your Trip

Turn the places from this guide into a real itinerary, with smart routing, time
ﬁ estimates, and everything you need for a perfect trip.

3M+ downloads - 4.6 stars - 15 years of trip planning Scan to download

App Store - Google Play the app
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Safety & health

Akureyri is a very safe town, and crime against visitors is rare. The real risks come from nature: fast-

tripomatic.com

changing weather, icy pavements and roads in winter, and strong wind. Wear shoes with good grip from

October to April, and never leave marked paths at waterfalls or geothermal areas.

Before driving or hiking outside town, check the weather and register your travel plan if you head into

remote areas. Safetravel (ICE-SAR)

History

Norse settlers arrived in Eyjafjordur in the 9th century, and the name Akureyri first appears in records in
1562. For a long time it was only a summer trading post: Danish merchants set up camp here each year
and sailed home before winter. People started living here all year in the late 18th century, and the town

received its first charter in 1786.

The old trading town grew along the shore south of today's centre, in the district called Innbeer. Its
timber houses still stand there, and Akureyri Museum tells their story. Nearby, Nonnahus recalls Jén
Sveinsson, who grew up here, became a Jesuit priest abroad, and wrote the Nonni children's books,
popular in many European countries. The 20th century brought fishing, industry and schools, and in
1940 the town finished Akureyrarkirkja on the hill above the harbour.

Country facts

Quick practical facts for Iceland at a glance:

@) CURRENCY 3k EMERGENCY 4 ELECTRICITY

ISK kr 112 @ @

Type C/ Type F
230V -50Hz

@ LANGUAGES ® TAP WATER

Icelandic Safe to drink

Akureyri - Northeastern Region
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Akureyri Essentials

Akureyri, Iceland's northern hub, centers around the landmark Akureyrarkirkja church and the world’s northernmost
botanical garden. This selection covers the town's cultural landscape, from the contemporary Akureyri Art Museum and
Hof Cultural Center to the 19th-century Nonni's House. Outdoor highlights include the geothermal Sundlaug Akureyrar
swimming complex, whale watching excursions in Eyjafjérdur, and quirky local landmarks like the industrial-sized Viking
beer can sculpture.
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© Akureyri Botanical Garden

The Akureyri Botanical Garden is located on
the west side of the inland end of the fjord

O Church of Akureyri

Akureyrarkirkja or The Church of Akureyri is
a prominent Lutheran church at Akureyri in

northern Iceland. Eyjafjorour at about 45 metres elevation.
Eyrarlandsvegur, 600 Akureyri, Iceland Akureyri, Iceland (65.67489, -18.09495)
(65.67987, -18.09084)

Mo-Fr 08:00-22:00
Mo-Fr 09:00-16:00  Sa-Su 09:00-22:00
akureyrarkirkja.is, +354 462 7700 lystigardur.akureyri.is, +354 462 7487
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© Sundlaug Akureyrar

Geothermal swimming complex featuring
two 25-meter outdoor pools, multiple hot
tubs, a steam bath, and water slides.

16 bingvallastraeti, Akureyri 600, Iceland
(65.67910, -18.09818)

Mo-Fr
Sa-Su

@ Akureyri Art Museum
The Akureyri Art Museum was founded in

1993. The museum is located in the center of
Akureyri, the second-largest city in Iceland.

Kaupvangsstreeti 8, 600 (65.68041, -18.09193)

May-Sep Mo-Su
Oct-Apr Mo-Su
Dec 24-Dec 25 Mo-Su
Dec 31-Jan 01 Mo-Su

listak.is, +354 461 2610

Akureyri - Northeastern Region

06:45-21:00
09:00-19:00

10:00-17:00
12:00-17:00
Closed
Closed

tripomatic.com

© Ambassador Whale Watching

Guided boat excursions departing from the
harbor into Eyjafjordur to observe humpback
whales, minke whales, and dolphins.

Glerargata, 600 Akureyri, Iceland (65.68209, -18.08734)

@ Menningarhusio Hof
Cultural and conference center featuring a

circular design. It houses a concert hall and
exhibition spaces for performing arts and

local events.

Strandgata 12, 600 Akureyri (65.68336, -18.08741)
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© Nonni's House

Nonni's House is a museum in the Akureyri
municipality in Iceland. The small wooden
house, built around 1850, is one of the
oldest houses...

Adalstreeti 54 54, 600 (65.66704, -18.08579)

nonni.is, +354 462 3555

" GYLLTUR
[SLENSKUR Elgvm.s

LAGERBJOR

-
© Giant Viking Beer Can

Large-scale replica of a Viking Gylltur beer
can situated outside the local brewery,
serving as an industrial landmark.

Furuvellir 18, 600 Akureyri (65.69100, -18.09053)

Mo-Su Open 24/7

Akureyri - Northeastern Region

Q@ Point of View

Elevated observation area offering
panoramic views across Akureyri, the fjord,
and the surrounding mountains.

(65.66653, -18.08875)

tripomatic.com
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Cultural Attractions of Akureyri

Akureyri's cultural landscape features the iconic Akureyrarkirkja church, designed by Gudjon Samuelsson with a distinctive
hilltop presence. The Akureyri Art Museum showcases contemporary works in a repurposed dairy building, while the
Akureyri Museum and Nonni’'s House—a 19th-century wooden residence—provide insights into regional history and the
life of author Jén Sveinsson. For a quirkier landmark, the Giant Viking Beer Can stands as a local industrial artwork outside
the Vifilfell brewery.
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O Akureyri Art Muse

The Akureyri Art Museum was founded in
1993. The museum is located in the center of

@ Church of Akureyri um
Akureyrarkirkja or The Church of Akureyri is

a prominent Lutheran church at Akureyri in

northern Iceland. Akureyri, the second-largest city in Iceland.
Eyrarlandsvegur, 600 Akureyri, Iceland Kaupvangsstraeti 8, 600 (65.68041, -18.09193)
(65.67987, -18.09084)
May-Sep Mo-Su 10:00-17:00
Mo-Fr 09:00-16:00  Oct-Apr Mo-Su 12:00-17:00
akureyrarkirkja.is, +354 462 7700 Dec 24-Dec 25 Mo-5u Closed
Dec 31-Jan 01 Mo-Su Closed

listak.is, +354 461 2610
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© Nonni's House

Nonni's House is a museum in the Akureyri
municipality in Iceland. The small wooden
house, built around 1850, is one of the
oldest houses...

Adalstreeti 54 54, 600 (65.66704, -18.08579)

nonni.is, +354 462 3555

@ Akureyri Museum

Regional history museum featuring
exhibitions on the development of the
Eyjafjorour area from the settlement era to
the modern day.

58 Adalstraeti, Akureyri 600, Iceland (65.66647, -18.08625)

Oct-May Mo-Su
Jun-Sep Mo-Su

13:00-16:00
11:00-17:00

minjasafnid.is

Akureyri - Northeastern Region
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@ Giant Viking Beer Can

Industrial artwork depicting a large-scale
can of Viking beer, situated outside the
local brewery.

Furuvellir 18, 600 Akureyri (65.69100, -18.09053)

Mo-Su

Open 24/7

13714
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Nonni's House — "Nonnahus" by Bromr, CC-BY-SA-3.0

Giant Viking Beer Can — "Giant Viking Beer Can" by Roger Hawke, CC-BY-SA
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