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Overview

Ålesund sits on a cluster of islands on Norway's west coast, its harbor ringed by pastel-colored Art
Nouveau buildings that give the town a look found nowhere else in the country. A fire destroyed almost
the entire wooden town center in 1904, and Ålesund was rebuilt within a few years in the Jugendstil style
then fashionable across Europe, using stone and brick instead of wood. The result is one of the most
complete collections of Art Nouveau architecture in Europe, packed onto a narrow peninsula between
two harbors.

Beyond the architecture, Ålesund is the main gateway to the fjords and mountains of Sunnmøre,
including Geirangerfjord and the Sunnmøre Alps. It suits travelers who want a compact, walkable base
with striking buildings and easy access to dramatic scenery, rather than a big-city itinerary.

When to visit

Summer (June to August) brings the mildest weather and the long daylight hours the region is known
for, though rain is common in any month. Spring and early autumn are quieter and still reasonably mild,
while winter is cold, dark, and wet with short days. The town's biggest annual event is the Norwegian
Food Festival (Den Norske Matfestivalen), held in mid-August, when the harbor fills with food stalls
celebrating Norway's seafood and farm produce.

MONTH CONDITIONS
DAY °C

avg / max
NIGHT °C
avg / min

January Poor
Poor for sightseeing

⁨3⁩° / ⁨7⁩°
Feels like ⁨-3⁩°

⁨1⁩° / ⁨-5⁩°  21 rainy days · Dry air

February Poor
Poor for sightseeing

⁨3⁩° / ⁨7⁩°
Feels like ⁨-3⁩°

⁨0⁩° / ⁨-7⁩°  19 rainy days · Dry air

March Poor
Poor for sightseeing

⁨4⁩° / ⁨8⁩°
Feels like ⁨-2⁩°

⁨1⁩° / ⁨-5⁩°  19 rainy days · Dry air

April Poor
Poor for sightseeing

⁨7⁩° / ⁨12⁩°
Feels like ⁨2⁩°

⁨3⁩° / ⁨-1⁩°  16 rainy days · Dry air

May Fair
Fair for hiking

⁨10⁩° / ⁨16⁩°
Feels like ⁨6⁩°

⁨6⁩° / ⁨2⁩°  17 rainy days · Dry air

June Fair
Fair for hiking

⁨13⁩° / ⁨18⁩°
Feels like ⁨9⁩°

⁨9⁩° / ⁨6⁩°  17 rainy days · Dry air

July Fair
Fair for hiking

⁨15⁩° / ⁨20⁩° ⁨12⁩° / ⁨9⁩°  18 rainy days · Dry air

August Fair
Fair for hiking

⁨16⁩° / ⁨20⁩° ⁨12⁩° / ⁨9⁩°  19 rainy days · Dry air

September Fair
Fair for hiking

⁨14⁩° / ⁨18⁩°
Feels like ⁨10⁩°

⁨10⁩° / ⁨7⁩°  20 rainy days · Dry air

October Poor
Poor for hiking

⁨10⁩° / ⁨14⁩°
Feels like ⁨5⁩°

⁨7⁩° / ⁨2⁩°  21 rainy days · Dry air

November Poor
Poor for sightseeing

⁨6⁩° / ⁨11⁩°
Feels like ⁨0⁩°

⁨4⁩° / ⁨-2⁩°  18 rainy days · Dry air

December Poor
Poor for sightseeing

⁨4⁩° / ⁨8⁩°
Feels like ⁨-2⁩°

⁨1⁩° / ⁨-5⁩°  22 rainy days · Dry air

Climate data: NASA POWER + Copernicus ERA5-Land and ERA5 · 1996–2025

Expect rain on well over half the days of the year, so pack a good waterproof jacket regardless of season.

https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/locality/u5j133_geirangerfjord
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Top sights

Ålesund's sights cluster tightly around its two
harbors, so most are within easy walking distance
of each other.

A Art Nouveau Centre (Jugendstilsenteret) is the
best place to start: it explains the 1904 fire and
the Art Nouveau rebuilding that followed, set
inside Apotekergården, a former pharmacy
building from that same rebuilding.

For the view that puts it all in context, climb the
418 steps from Byparken up to B Mount Aksla
Viewpoint, where the Fjellstua terrace looks out
over the rooftops, the surrounding islands, and
the Sunnmøre Alps.

C Ålesund Church is one of the finest individual
Art Nouveau buildings in town, a parish church
from 1909 built in concrete and marble, with an
interior of frescoes and one of Norway's largest
church organs.

D Art Museum KUBE occupies a former bank
building and focuses on the Jugendstil aesthetic
through changing art exhibitions.

Down at the water's edge, the small E Ålesund
Lighthouse (Molja fyr) marks the harbor entrance
and is one of the most photographed spots in
town.

A short drive or bus ride from the center, F The
Atlantic Ocean Park (Atlanterhavsparken) is one
of Scandinavia's largest saltwater aquariums,
built directly on the rocky shore with views out to
the open sea.

For a broader look at the region's history, G

Sunnmøre Museum is an open-air museum with
around 50 historic buildings and a large collection
of traditional boats.

Hikers can head up H Sukkertoppen on the
island of Hessa, a gentler climb than Aksla with
equally sweeping fjord views from the top.

https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/place/F81bG6MtRRDDdrwb
https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/place/DPcxSey8OLNYx-r2
https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/place/DPcxSey8OLNYx-r2
https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/place/Sfq-j2zjDuavLajH
https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/place/kBO-ygjenV8-4z1B
https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/place/Q-1Ar2QhVVC7iayL
https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/place/Q-1Ar2QhVVC7iayL
https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/place/3GIsyb08LvCwNBAf
https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/place/3GIsyb08LvCwNBAf
https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/place/VeGGjpXshkCPGQM4
https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/place/r7-lgn1xMo8ueA_E
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Ålesund – Plan Your Trip
Turn the places from this guide into a real itinerary, with smart routing, time
estimates, and everything you need for a perfect trip.

3M+ downloads · 4.6 stars · 15 years of trip planning
App Store · Google Play

Scan to download
the app

What to experience

A few things in Ålesund are worth doing, not just seeing.

Hunt for Art Nouveau details. Beyond the well-known facades, dozens of buildings hide carved
dragons, turrets, wrought-iron balconies, and datestones from the 1904–1907 rebuilding — a self-
guided wander through downtown turns up something new on almost every block.

Watch the coastal ferry dock. The Hurtigruten or Havila ship easing into the harbor, usually in the
evening, is a small daily ritual in Ålesund, as in most towns along this coast.

Get out on the water. A RIB boat trip or sea kayak paddle out toward the skerries near
Atlanterhavsparken is a good way to spot sea eagles, seals, and the coastline from a different angle.

Day trips

Ålesund's setting among islands and fjords
makes it a strong base for day trips, from a short
hop across a bridge to a longer run into the
fjords.

https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/locality/nor:town:alesund:u5h7
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Getting around

Public transit: Local buses (FRAM) connect
the center to the airport, surrounding islands,
and outlying neighborhoods. Buy tickets
through the FRAM app, online, or at a ticket
point before boarding. FRAM public transport
Taxi: Taxis are available at ranks around the
center and can be booked by phone or app.
On foot: The historic center is compact and
flat enough to cover on foot in a couple of
hours, though the climb up Aksla is steep.
Bridges and tunnels link the surrounding
islands, so a car or bus is more practical for
reaching them.

Giske — about 25 minutes by car or bus across
church and quiet beaches.
A Godøya and the Alnes lighthouse — about 4

lighthouse on the outermost coast, with a café 
B Molde — about 1 to 1.5 hours by car or expr

Roses" and for its panoramic view of more than
C Runde — about 1.5 to 2 hours by car, a bird 

seabirds, including puffins, on its cliffs from spr
D Geirangerfjord — about 2.5 hours by car (lon

Trollstigen is closed), Norway's most famous fjo
tumbling straight into the water.

Getting there

By air: Ålesund Airport, Vigra sits about 15 km
from the center, with scheduled domestic
flights to Oslo, Bergen, and Trondheim, and a
handful of direct routes to other European
cities. An airport bus runs into town in around
25–30 minutes; a taxi takes about the same.

By train: Ålesund has no railway station of its
own. The nearest is Åndalsnes, about 2 hours
away by road, which connects onto the
national network toward Oslo via Dombås.
By bus: Long-distance coaches connect
Ålesund to Trondheim, Bergen, and other
regional towns, though journeys are long
given the fjord-and-mountain terrain.
By coastal ferry: The Hurtigruten and Havila
coastal ferries call at Ålesund on their route
along the Norwegian coast, a scenic (if slow)
way to arrive from Bergen or Trondheim.

Getting around on foot & by bike

 WALKABILITY

High
The historic center sits on a compact, flat peninsula that's easy
to cover on foot in a couple of hours, though the climb up Aksla
is steep.

 CYCLING INFRASTRUCTURE

Moderate
Cycling works within the flat center, but the surrounding islands
involve tunnels, bridges, and hills that make a car or bus more
practical for longer trips.

https://en.frammr.no/
https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/locality/u5h72m_godoya
https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/locality/nor:town:molde:u5jh
https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/locality/u55fzz_run
https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/locality/u5j133_geirangerfjord
https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/locality/nor:adm1:oslo:u4xth
https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/locality/nor:city:bergen:u4ez
https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/locality/nor:adm2:trondheim_nor:u5r2s
https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/locality/nor:town:andalsnes:u5j7
https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/locality/nor:adm1:oslo:u4xth
https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/locality/nor:adm2:trondheim_nor:u5r2s
https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/locality/nor:city:bergen:u4ez
https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/locality/nor:city:bergen:u4ez
https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/locality/nor:adm2:trondheim_nor:u5r2s
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What to eat & drink

 DINNER

Fårikål
Lamb and cabbage stew simmered with whole
peppercorns; widely regarded as Norway's national dish,
especially in autumn.

Cured salmon · Gravlaks
Salmon cured in salt, sugar, and dill, served thinly sliced
with a mustard-dill sauce.

Fermented fish · Rakfisk
Trout fermented for months, eaten cold with flatbread,
sour cream, and onion. A strong-smelling acquired taste.

Dried salted cod · Klippfisk
Cod salted and air-dried, then rehydrated and cooked
into stews such as bacalao.

 SNACKS & STREET FOOD

Brown cheese · Brunost
A caramel-colored whey cheese with a sweet, slightly
tangy flavor, typically sliced thin onto bread or waffles.

Potato flatbread · Lefse
A soft flatbread made from potato, rolled up with butter
and sugar or cinnamon.

 SWEETS & DESSERTS

Waffles · Vafler
Heart-shaped, thin waffles served with sour cream and
jam, a common café treat.

 DRINKS

Caraway spirit · Akevitt
A potato-based spirit flavored with caraway and other
spices, traditionally aged in oak sherry casks and served
at holidays.

Driving

Is a car worth it?: Not needed for the walkable center, but genuinely useful for reaching the islands,
fjords, and mountain roads around Ålesund, several of which have limited public transport.
Parking: Paid parking is available in car parks and on-street around the center, generally paid via app
(EasyPark) or a machine at the pay point.
Restrictions: Ålesund runs its own automatic toll ring (Bypakke Ålesund) on roads into and around
town, billed the same way as the national AutoPASS system — no separate action needed if your
rental or toll tag is already registered. Mountain routes like Trollstigen close for winter and can be
affected by strong coastal winds — check conditions before setting out.

Food & drink

Seafood is the reason to eat well in Ålesund. The
town sits at the heart of Norway's stockfish and
klippfisk (dried and salted cod) trade, a centuries-
old export business that still ships to Portugal,
Spain, and Italy, alongside fresh cod, halibut, and
shrimp landed daily at the harbor.

For a meal out, head to the restaurants clustered
along Brosundet, the narrow canal separating the
two halves of the old town, where several
seafood-focused places make the most of the
harbor setting and Art Nouveau backdrop.
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Ålesund – Plan Your Trip
Turn the places from this guide into a real itinerary, with smart routing, time
estimates, and everything you need for a perfect trip.

3M+ downloads · 4.6 stars · 15 years of trip planning
App Store · Google Play

Scan to download
the app

Safety & health

Ålesund is a very safe town for travelers, with petty crime rare even around the harbor and nightlife
areas at night. The main risks are weather-related rather than crime-related: conditions on the
Sunnmøre Alps and other hiking trails can change quickly, so check the forecast and carry proper gear,
and winter driving on coastal roads and bridges can be affected by strong wind and ice.

History

Ålesund's defining event was a single night in January 1904, when a fire broke out in a fish-processing
factory and, driven by strong winds, destroyed nearly the entire wooden town within hours. Around
10,000 residents lost their homes, though remarkably only one person died.

The rebuilding that followed shaped the town seen today. Around fifty Norwegian architects and master
builders trained in the Art Nouveau style then popular across Europe designed the new town in stone,
brick, and mortar, finishing most of it within three years. German Kaiser Wilhelm II, who took regular
cruises to the Norwegian fjords and felt a personal connection to the area, sent four ships carrying food,
medicine, and materials for temporary shelter while the town rebuilt — a gesture still marked today by a
memorial obelisk, Kaiser Wilhelm II Memorial, near the foot of Aksla.

Ålesund Church, completed in 1909, was among the buildings raised during this rebuilding and remains
one of its finest examples.

Country facts

Quick practical facts for Norway at a glance:

 CURRENCY

NOK kr
 ELECTRICITY

Type C / Type F
230 V · 50 Hz

 LANGUAGES

Norwegian Bokmål,
Norwegian Nynorsk

󰖢 TAP WATER

Safe to drink

https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/locality/nor:town:alesund:u5h7
https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/place/1aXHYandnDuPZqNa
https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/place/Sfq-j2zjDuavLajH
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Ålesund Essentials

Ålesund is defined by its unique Art Nouveau architecture, rebuilt in a unified style following the devastating fire of 1904.
This selection covers the city's key landmarks, from the 418 steps leading to the Aksla viewpoint to the historic Molja
lighthouse at the harbor entrance. Cultural highlights include the Jugendstilsenteret museum housed in a former
pharmacy and the KUBE art museum. The list also features local history at the Ålesund and Fisheries museums, alongside
the stone architecture of the main church.

A Mount Aksla Viewpoint
Hilltop park offering panoramic views of the
archipelago and the Sunnmøre Alps. It is
accessible via 418 steps from the Town Park
or by road.

14 Einarvikgata, Ålesund 6002, Norway (62.47403, 6.16082)

youtu.be/_dQtAeBJgNA, +4770309800

B Ålesund Church
A stone church completed in 1909, featuring
frescoes by Enevold Thømt and stained
glass. It was built to replace the structure
lost in the 1904 fire.

22 Kirkegata, Ålesund 6004, Norway (62.47110, 6.14569)

aalesund.menighet.no

https://youtu.be/_dQtAeBJgNA
https://aalesund.menighet.no/
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C Ålesund Lighthouse
A historic lighthouse situated at the end of
the harbor breakwater. The interior of this
150-year-old structure has been converted
into a unique hotel suite.

Skansekaia, Ålesund 6002, Norway (62.47454, 6.15013)

D Art Nouveau Centre
Located in the former Swan Pharmacy, this
national center for Art Nouveau documents
the city's 1904 reconstruction through
multimedia exhibits and preserved period interiors.

16 Apotekergata, Ålesund 6004, Norway
(62.47111, 6.15088)

vitimusea.no/musea/jugendstilsenteret-kube

E Art Museum KUBE
Where else than in art-noveau Alesund
should you find this museum focusing on
the Jugendstil aesthethics.

Apotekergata 16, 6004 Ålesund, Norway
(62.47099, 6.15088)

vitimusea.no/en/musea/jugendstilsenteret-and-kube

F Ålesund Museum
Local history museum documenting the
1904 fire, the development of the fishing
industry, and the history of the legendary
lifeboat Uræd.

16 Rasmus Rønnebergs gate, Ålesund 6002, Norway
(62.47161, 6.15696)

Mo–Su 10:00–16:00

aalesunds.museum.no

G Fjellstua
A restaurant and viewing platform at the
summit of Mount Aksla, offering outdoor
seating with views over the city and
surrounding fjords.

(Unnamed Road), 6003, Norway (62.47416, 6.16423)

Mo–We 12:00–17:00
Th 12:00–18:00
Fr–Su 12:00–17:00

H Ålesund Fishing Museum
Housed in a preserved 1861 warehouse,
this museum displays the history of
cod liver oil production and traditional
maritime craftsmanship.

Molovegen, 6004 Ålesund, Norway (62.47364, 6.14892)

Sa 12:00–16:00

vitimusea.no

https://www.vitimusea.no/musea/jugendstilsenteret-kube
https://www.vitimusea.no/en/musea/jugendstilsenteret-and-kube
https://www.aalesunds.museum.no/
https://www.vitimusea.no/
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I Wilhelm II Memorial
An obelisk memorial dedicated to the
German Emperor who sent significant
humanitarian aid and materials to rebuild
the city after the Great Fire.

16 Einarvikgata, Ålesund 6002, Norway (62.47402, 6.16095)

J Ålesund rådhus
The city's administrative center, representing
brutalist architectural style. It was completed
in 1980 and stands as a modern contrast to
the surrounding heritage buildings.

13 Keiser Wilhelms gate, Ålesund 6003, Norway
(62.47120, 6.15436)

alesund.kommune.no

https://alesund.kommune.no/
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DATA SOURCES

Map data © OpenStreetMap contributors, ESA WorldCover, Mapzen

Data © OpenStreetMap contributors, Wikidata, Wikipedia, Tripomatic, Official websites

IMAGE CREDITS

Ålesund Church — "Ålesund kirke" by Ferd Geisler, CC-BY-SA
Art Museum KUBE — "No:Stiftelsen Kulturkvartalet består av no:Kunstmuseet KUBE og…" by DS, CC BY 2.5
Wilhelm II Memorial — "Kaiser-Wilhelm-II.-Obelisk" by Holger Hetzel, CC-BY-SA
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page.

https://www.openstreetmap.org/copyright
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