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Overview

Arosa sits at the head of the Schanfigg valley, about 1,800 m above sea level, at the end of a narrow-
gauge railway and a famously winding mountain road from Chur. What began in the late 19th century as
a mountain-air health resort for tuberculosis patients grew into one of the Grisons' best-known ski
towns, with two small lakes right in the village and a large connected ski area above it.

Arosa suits travelers who want a proper alpine resort without the crowds of the bigger names nearby:
long ski days in winter, hiking and lake swimming in summer, and enough restaurants and hotels to feel
like a real destination rather than a stopover.

When to visit

Winter (December to April) is Arosa's main season, with reliable snow above 1,800 m; summer (June to
September) is mild and good for hiking and lake swimming. Spring and late autumn are quiet shoulder
seasons, when many lifts and mountain restaurants close.

Two events are worth planning around: the Klassik Festival Arosa in early autumn, when classical
concerts fill Bergkirchli and other village venues, and the Arosa Humorfestival in early December, when
comedians take over the village's stages just before the ski season gets going.

DAY °C NIGHT °C

MONTH CONDITIONS avg / max avg/ min

January ® Great -4°/1° -12°/-20° ¥ 14 rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Great for skiing Feels like -8°

February @ Great -3°/3°  -11°/-21° § 12rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Great for skiing Feels like -7°

March ® Great 1°/10° -7°/-16° ¥ 15 rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Great for skiing Feels like -3°

April o Fair 7°/15° -3°/-10° § 15 rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Fair for skiing Feels like 4°

May @ Poor 12°/19° 1°/-4° ¥ 20rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Poor for hiking

June o Fair 16°/23° 6°/0° § 20rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Fair for hiking

July o Fair 17°/23° 7°/2° § 20rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Fair for sightseeing

August ® Fair 17°/23° 7°/2° § 19rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Fair for sightseeing

September @ Fair 13°/20° 3°/-2° § 15 rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Fair for hiking

October o Fair 9°/16° 0°/-7° ¥ 14rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Fair for skiing

November Good 2°/10° -6°/-14° ¥ 15 rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Good for skiing Feels like -1°

December @ Great -2°/3°  -10°/-20° § 14rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Great for skiing Feels like -7°

Climate data: NASA POWER (MERRA-2) - 1996-2025
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Top sights
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@ Obersee is the small lake right in the village
center, ringed by an easy walking path and a
good spot for a picnic.

A short walk further, @ Untersee has a historic
lido and swimming area that fills up on warm
summer days. o. 4

@ Bergkirchli, a wooden chapel completed in 3 o
1493, is the oldest building in Arosa and still hosts Q.
concerts, weddings, and services. Q —_ o

9
9

o
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At @ Arosa Barenland, rescued bears live out
their lives in @ mountainside habitat built in 2018
with the animal-welfare organization Vier Pfoten,
rather than being trained or put on display for
tricks.

A cable car climbs to @ Weisshorn, a 2,653 m (F)

summit with a restaurant and wide views — not

to be confused with the much higher peak of the O o ConTbut R
same name on the far side of the country, in the

Valais.

For a longer day out, @ Aroser Rothorn is the
highest summit in the Plessur Alps at nearly 3,000
m, reached by chairlift and a marked hiking trail.

Closer to the village, @ Hornli is a distinctive rock
tooth that anchors one of Arosa's main ski and
hiking areas.

On the train ride up from Chur, the @ Langwieser
Viadukt carries the tracks 62 m above the valley
floor on a concrete arch completed in 1914, the
same year the railway itself opened.

Arosa - Plan Your Trip

Turn the places from this guide into a real itinerary, with smart routing, time
ﬂ estimates, and everything you need for a perfect trip.

3M+ downloads - 4.6 stars - 15 years of trip planning Scan to download

App Store - Google Play the app
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What to experience

e Skate on Obersee, the lake in the middle of the village, when it freezes over most winters.

* Take a lap on the Urdenbahn across to Lenzerheide and back, just for the ride — it is strung as a
single span with no support towers in between.

¢ Catch a concert at the Klassik Festival Arosa in early autumn, when performances fill Bergkirchli and
other venues around the village.

e Come for the Arosa Humorfestival in early December, when Swiss and international comedians take
over the village's stages.

Day trips

Arosa sits at the end of a dead-end valley, so
most day trips mean retracing the road or rail line
partway back down — but a few destinations are
worth it.

e @ Chur, about an hour away by train, is the
oldest town in Switzerland, with a walkable old
town and a medieval cathedral.

¢ Lenzerheide, a lakeside resort about an hour
away by car (the road loops back down
through Chur), shares its ski slopes with Arosa
via the Urdenbahn cable car in winter.

e © Davos and @ Klosters, in the next valley,
are roughly 1.5-2 hours away by train via Chur
— worth it for their larger ski areas and livelier

nightlife than Arosa's.

© OpenStreetMap contributors, Mapzen
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Getting there

e By air: ZUurich Airport (ZRH) is the main
gateway, roughly 3 hours away with a change
in Chur. There is no airport with scheduled
passenger service closer to Arosa.

* By train: the Arosa Line, a narrow-gauge
Rhaetian Railway route from Chur, takes about
1 hour and climbs through numerous curves
and viaducts on its way up the valley.

¢ By car: the mountain road from Chur is about
30 km and takes roughly 45 minutes in good
conditions, with many hairpin bends on the
final stretch above Litzirtti. Snow chains or
winter tires are often required from November
to April.

¢ By bus: Postbus services run the same route
from Chur as an alternative to driving or the
train.

Getting around on foot & by bike

# WALKABILITY

High

The village center is compact and pedestrian-friendly, with most
hotels a short walk from the lifts and lakes.

Driving

tripomatic.com

Getting around

* Public transit: local buses connect the village,
the lift stations, and the lakes; tickets can be
bought by tapping a bank card or phone
directly on board. A Graubinden regional day
pass is worth it if you plan to move around a
lot. Arosa Lenzerheide publishes the current
bus and lift timetables.

* On foot / cycling: the village center is
compact and easily walkable. E-bike rental is
available in summer for exploring the wider
valley.

&6 CYCLING INFRASTRUCTURE

Moderate

D G
Mountain biking is popular on marked trails above the village,
but the terrain is hilly and not suited to casual road cycling.

¢ Is acar worth it?: not for the village itself — it is walkable, and lifts and buses cover the ski area —

but useful for day trips to Lenzerheide or beyond. There is no direct road link to the Davos/Prattigau

valley; getting there means going back via Chur either way.

e Parking: paid car parks and garages sit at the entrance to the village; the central streets are largely

reserved for pedestrians and buses.

¢ Restrictions: the approach road narrows to hairpin bends for the final stretch from Chur, and snow

chains or winter tires can be required from November to April.

Arosa - Canton of the Grisons
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Food & drink

Grisons cooking shows up on most Arosa menus:
Bundnerfleisch (air-dried beef), Capuns (chard-
wrapped dumplings), and Bundner Nusstorte (a
caramel-walnut tart) are all worth trying.

In winter, several mountain restaurants scattered
across the ski area serve simple, hearty lunches
— ROsti, barley soup — and are reachable only on
foot or by lift, which is part of the appeal.

Arosa - Canton of the Grisons
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What to eat & drink

W BREAKFAST

Birchermuesli

A raw-oat, fruit, and yogurt breakfast invented by a
Zurich doctor around 1900, now standard on breakfast
buffets.

= LUNCH

Rosti

A fried, shredded-potato cake, originally a Bernese
farmer's breakfast, now a national side dish.

Y1 DINNER

Cheese Fondue - Fondue
Melted Gruyeére and Vacherin cheese in a shared pot,
eaten by dipping bread cubes on long forks.

Raclette
Cheese melted tableside or under a grill and scraped
over boiled potatoes, pickles, and onions.

ZUrcher Geschnetzeltes
Sliced veal and mushrooms in a creamy white-wine
sauce, traditionally served with rosti.

Alplermagronen

Alpine herder's macaroni gratin with potatoes, cheese,
and cream, often topped with fried onions and served
with apple sauce.

«» SNACKS & STREET FOOD

Cervelat
Switzerland's best-known sausage, usually grilled and
often called the country's unofficial national dish.

o SWEETS & DESSERTS

Swiss Chocolate - Schweizer Schokolade
Switzerland pioneered milk chocolate in the 19th
century; look for small-batch chocolatiers alongside the
big national brands.

Basler Lackerli
A dense, spiced honey-and-candied-fruit biscuit from
Basel, traditional around Christmas.

Y DRINKS

Swiss Wine - Vin Suisse

Mostly consumed domestically rather than exported;
Valais and Vaud, along Lake Geneva, produce the best-
known Chasselas whites.

6/11
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Arosa - Plan Your Trip

Turn the places from this guide into a real itinerary, with smart routing, time
ﬂ estimates, and everything you need for a perfect trip.

3M+ downloads - 4.6 stars - 15 years of trip planning Scan to download

App Store - Google Play the app

Safety & health

Arosa is a low-crime resort town; keeping an eye on bags left on ski lifts or in changing rooms is about
the only common-sense precaution. The main practical risk is altitude and weather rather than crime: at
around 1,800 m, some visitors feel short of breath for the first day, and conditions on exposed summits
like Aroser Rothorn can turn quickly, even in summer, so carry warm layers on any high hike.

History

Bergkirchli, built in 1493, is the oldest trace of settlement at this altitude — for centuries Arosa was little
more than scattered mountain farms above the Schanfigg valley.

That changed in the late 19th century, when doctors began sending tuberculosis patients here for the
clean mountain air, and hotels and sanatoriums followed. The Walser farming history that came before is
documented at Heimatmuseum Schanfigg, in a 16th-century farmhouse in the village.

The narrow-gauge railway from Chur opened in 1914, still crossing the valley on the Langwieser Viadukt,
and made the trip practical for ordinary travelers — turning a health resort into a winter sports
destination within a generation. Lifts followed through the 20th century, and in 2013 the Urdenbahn
linked Arosa's slopes directly to neighboring Lenzerheide, creating one of the larger connected ski areas
in the region.

Country facts

Quick practical facts for Switzerland at a glance:

O CURRENCY %k EMERGENCY 4 ELECTRICITY
CHF CHF 112 @
0%
Type C/ Type
230V :-50Hz
@ LANGUAGES @& TAP WATER

German, French, Italian, Romansh Safe to drink

Arosa - Canton of the Grisons 7711
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Top sights

- Malinis = =

Praden
NgWies

Ischiertschen

Malix

Qo
¢
Churwalden ALCo, &
Innerarosa

Parpan

Valbella i

i "/

© OpenStreetMap contributors, Mapzen

© Aroser Rothorn
Highest peak in the Plessur Alps reaching an
elevation of 2,980.2 meters. This mountain

O Arosa Bear Sanctuary

Bear sanctuary at 2,000 meters above sea
level providing a natural habitat for rescued
bears. Features include an adventure trail formation belongs to a cirque including the
and an observation platform focused on animal welfare Parpaner Rothorn, Piz Mez, and Lenzerhorn.
and education.

Aroser Rothorn-Ostgrat (T3), 7450 Albula/Alvra,
Arlenwaldstrasse, 7050 Arosa, Switzerland Switzerland (46.73783, 9.61390)
(46.78659, 9.66465)

arosabaerenland.ch

Arosa - Canton of the Grisons 8/11
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@ Untersee

© Obersee

Obersee or Oberer Arosasee is the lake Alpine bathing lake situated at an elevation
in the center of Arosa, a resort in the ) of 1,691 meters featuring a historic lido and
Grisons, Switzerland. high water quality.

Arosa 7050, Switzerland (46.78455, 9.68154) Arosa 7050, Switzerland (46.77913, 9.68165)

@ Schanfigg Local Museum

@ Little Mountain Church

Historic 15th-century mountain chapel Local history and folklore museum housed in
and the oldest church in the area. It serves a 16th-century building dedicated to the

as a venue for concerts, weddings, and cultural heritage of the Schanfigg region. It
religious services. documents the settlement history of the Walser people
and the development of local tourism.

7050, Switzerland (46.77684, 9.66054)
Poststrasse, Arosa 7050, Switzerland (46.77488, 9.66062)
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© Langwies Viaduct
Historic single-track reinforced concrete
railway bridge standing 62 meters high and
287 meters long. Completed in 1914, it was

the first structure of its scale globally to be built using
reinforced concrete.

7057, Switzerland (46.81758, 9.70512)

rhb.ch/en/gourmet-trips/arosa-genussexpress/
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© Weisshorn

Mountain peak standing at 2,653 meters
above sea level, accessible by cable car and
mountain railways. It features a modern
summit restaurant and provides panoramic views of

hundreds of mountain peaks.
7050, Switzerland (46.78959, 9.63878)

arosalenzerheide.swiss/en/Arosa

Arosa - Canton of the Grisons
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@ Hornli
Basalt formation featuring 150 million-year-

old geological structures that originated
from the prehistoric Tethys Ocean.

7050, Switzerland (46.77246, 9.62294)

@ Urdenbahn

Aerial tramway linking two mountain regions
with a length of 1,694 meters. It features an

innovative construction without intermediate
pylons between the Hoérnli and Urdenfurggli peaks.

7064, Switzerland (46.76634, 9.60974)

arosalenzerheide.swiss/de, +41813855000

10711
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DATA SOURCES
Map data © OpenStreetMap contributors, ESA WorldCover, Mapzen
Data © OpenStreetMap contributors, Wikidata, Wikipedia, Tripomatic, Official websites

IMAGE CREDITS

o Arosa Bear Sanctuary — "CH.GR.Arosa 2020-08-16 Arosa-Bear-Sanctuary 0831 16x9-R 5K" by Roy Egloff, cc-by-sa-4.0
e Aroser Rothorn — "Aroser Rothorn" by Tiia Monto, cc-by-sa-3.0

o Obersee — "Obersee1880a" by Unknown authorUnknown author, pd

e Untersee — "Mittelbach Untersee Arosa" by Andres Passwirth, cc-by-sa-3.0

o Little Mountain Church — "Arosa bergkirchli" by Ch-info.ch, cc-by-sa-3.0

e Schanfigg Local Museum — "Eggahuus1" by Andres Passwirth, cc-by-sa-3.0

e Langwies Viaduct — "Langwieser Viadukt 03" by BKP, cc-by-sa-3.0

e HOrnli — "Grindji Arosa Plessur" by Andres Passwirth, cc-by-sa-3.0

o Weisshorn — "Arosa Weishorn Top Station" by Dpaajones, cc-by-sa-3.0

o Urdenbahn — "Urdenbahn station 2" by Tiia Monto, cc-by-sa-3.0

A free travel guide — not for sale. Travel guide generated with Al on November 5, 2026. Text and layout by Tripomatic, licensed under CC
BY-SA 4.0. Map data © OpenStreetMap contributors, available under the ODbL. Photos are under their own licences, as credited on this

page.
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