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Overview

Baku is Azerbaijan's capital and largest city, curved around a bay on the Caspian Sea. It pairs a walled
medieval old town with a skyline of glass towers and modern landmarks. Oil wealth from two separate
booms, a century apart, paid for both the grand 19th-century mansions in the centre and the striking
contemporary buildings that followed.

A few days here suits travelers who enjoy a mix of history, architecture, and easy city life more than
outdoor activity. Baku also works well as a base for day trips to nearby rock carvings and fire temples.
The chess grandmaster Garry Kasparov was born in the city, as was the singer Muslim Magomayev, one of
the most celebrated performers of the Soviet era.

When to visit

Baku has a mild, dry climate with a near-constant wind off the Caspian that keeps summer heat from
feeling oppressive. Spring and autumn are the most comfortable seasons for walking the Old City and
the seafront boulevard; summer is hot, and winter is cool and damp rather than cold.

Baku hosts the Formula 1 Azerbaijan Grand Prix each year, a street race that loops around the OlId City
walls — the exact date shifts from year to year, so check the calendar if you want to time a visit around it.

DAY °C NIGHT °C

MONTH CONDITIONS avg / max avg/ min

January ® Poor 8°/12° 4°/0° Dryair
Poor for sightseeing Feels like 2°

February @ Poor 8°/14° 4°/0° Dryair
Poor for sightseeing Feels like 2°

March ® Fair 11°/17° 6°/2° Dryair
Fair for sightseeing Feels like 5°

April Good 15°/22° 10°/6° Dryair
Good for sightseeing  Feels like 11°

May ® Great 21°/27° 15°/11°
Great for sightseeing

June ® Great 27°/31° 21°/17° Humid air
Great for sightseeing

July @ Great 29°/34°  24°/21° Muggy, humid air
Great for sightseeing

August @ Great 30°/ 34° 24°/21° Muggy, humid air
Great for sightseeing

September @ Great 25°/31°  20°/16° Humid air
Great for sightseeing

October ® Great 20°/25° 16°/11°
Great for sightseeing

November @ Fair 14°/20° 10°/5° Dryair
Fair for sightseeing Feels like 10°

December @ Fair 10°/15° 7°/2° Dryair
Fair for sightseeing Feels like 5°

Best months: May, June, July, August, September, October

Climate data: NASA POWER + Copernicus ERA5-Land and ERAS - 1996-2025
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Top sights

@ icori sahar is Baku's walled old town, a maze of
narrow lanes, caravanserais, and centuries-old
houses that forms the historic core of the city and
its UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Inside its walls stands @ Palace of the
Shirvanshahs, seat of the Shirvanshah rulers after
they moved their capital to Baku in the 15th
century, and one of the best-preserved examples
of medieval Islamic palace architecture in the

. Baki
region.
Nearby, @ Maiden Tower rises above the old o
town's rooftops. Historians still debate its exact “gEn
age and original purpose, which only adds to its g" @
appeal.
Outside the walls, the three glass towers of @ \@J Q

Flame Towers, completed in the early 2010s,
dominate Baku's modern skyline and light up P, ot -

after dark with a moving LED display.

The fluid, wave-like form of @ Heydar Aliyev
Museum, designed by Zaha Hadid and completed
in 2012, houses exhibitions on Azerbaijani history
and culture inside one of the city's most
photographed modern buildings.

@ Azarbaycan Dovlat Xalca Muzeyi displays
centuries of Azerbaijani carpet-weaving traditions
inside a building shaped like a rolled-up carpet.

Along the water, @ Danizkanari Milli Park is a
landscaped promenade that runs the length of
the bay, popular for an evening walk with views
back toward the Flame Towers.

@ Fovvaralar Meydani is a lively pedestrian
square lined with cafes and shops, one of the
main gathering spots in the modern centre.

Baku - Azerbaijan
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Baku - Plan Your Trip

Turn the places from this guide into a real itinerary, with smart routing, time
ﬂ estimates, and everything you need for a perfect trip.

tripomatic.com

3M+ downloads - 4.6 stars - 15 years of trip planning Scan to download

App Store - Google Play

What to experience

the app

Ride the Baki Funikulyoru up to Highland Park for a sunset view over the bay and the Flame Towers

lighting up.

Catch a performance of mugham, Azerbaijan's traditional sung poetry, at the Magomayev adina

Azarbaycan Dovlat Filarmoniyasi.

Sit down for tea and pastries in a traditional cayxana (tea house) in the Old City, poured from a

samovar into small pear-shaped glasses.

Watch the fountains run and the giant illuminated flag light up after dark at National Flag Square.

Day trips

A few standout destinations sit within easy reach
of Baku, from ancient rock carvings to a former

royal capital.

O Absheron — =30-45 min by car. The
peninsula around Baku holds the eternal
natural-gas flame at Yanar Dag and the
historic Fire Temple Ateshgah, built over a
natural gas vent and used for centuries by

Zoroastrian, Hindu, and Sikh fire worshippers.

© Gobustan State Historical and Cultural
Reserve — =1 hour by car or organized tour.
A UNESCO-listed reserve of prehistoric rock
carvings, plus nearby mud volcanoes that
bubble cold grey mud instead of lava.

@ Shamakhi District — =2 hours by car.
Azerbaijan's medieval capital before the
Shirvanshahs moved to Baku, with a historic
Friday mosque and, nearby, some of the
country's oldest wine-growing country.

Where to explore

3AYCAN

© OpenStreetMap ccnmbutor’s, ESA WorldCover, Mapzen
5 Fiamingy Goi

Two very different destinations sit close to Baku. Gobustan State Historical and Cultural Reserve
preserves thousands of prehistoric petroglyphs south of the city, while the Absheron peninsula is dotted
with fire temples, sandy beaches, and old oil-town villages.

Baku - Azerbaijan
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Getting there

e By air: Heydar Aliyev International Airport
(GYD) is Baku's main gateway, about 20 km
northeast of the centre. A taxi or transfer
takes 30-40 minutes; airport shuttle buses
also run into the city centre.

e By train: An overnight sleeper train links Baku
with Tbilisi, Georgia, departing nightly. Seats
are currently limited to Azerbaijani citizens
and travelers from visa-free countries — check
current entry rules before booking if you plan
to enter on an e-visa.

* By bus: Long-distance coaches connect Baku
with towns across Azerbaijan and with
Georgia from the international bus terminal.

Getting around on foot & by bike

# WALKABILITY

High
(X I ]

The city centre, from the Old City to the Boulevard, is compact
and easy to explore on foot.

Driving

tripomatic.com

Getting around

* Public transit: The Baku Metro and city buses
cover most of the centre. Tap a contactless
bank card, Apple Pay, or Google Pay directly at
the gate, or buy a rechargeable BakiKart from
machines at metro stations and many bus
stops. Baku Metro

¢ Taxi/ ride-hailing: Local ride-hailing apps
such as Bolt operate widely and are usually
cheaper and more predictable than flagging a
taxi on the street.

¢ On foot: The Old City, the boulevard, and the
central shopping streets sit close together and
are easy to cover on foot. Cycling is less
practical away from the seafront path, where
traffic is heavy.

&% CYCLING INFRASTRUCTURE

Low

D
Cycling lanes are limited and city traffic is heavy, though a
shared path runs along the Caspian seafront.

e Is acar worth it?: Not for the city itself — the centre is compact and walkable, and traffic and

parking are unpredictable. A car, driver, or tour is useful for reaching Gobustan, the Absheron

peninsula, or Shamakhi in a single day.

¢ Parking: Street parking in the centre is metered, paid by SMS or kiosk machine; several paid car

parks sit around the Old City and the boulevard.

Baku - Azerbaijan
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Food & drink
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Baku's food centers on grilled meats, fresh herbs, What to eat & drink
and slow-cooked rice dishes, alongside a tea
culture that runs through the whole day.

4 SNACKS & STREET FOOD

Qutab - qutab
Thin flatbread folded over greens, pumpkin, or minced

For a concentrated taste of it, look around the :
meat and cooked on a griddle.

courtyards and lanes inside Icari sahar, where

small kebab houses and tea houses sit beside & SWEETS & DESSERTS

souvenir shops, or along Nizami Kug¢asi, lined Pakhlava - paxlava

with restaurants and cafes in the modern centre. A layered nut pastry soaked in sugar syrup, traditionally

served at Novruz.

Shekerbura - sakarbura
A sealed, crescent-shaped pastry filled with ground
walnuts and sugar.

Y DRINKS

Azerbaijani tea - cay
Strong black tea served in small pear-shaped glasses,
often with jam or sugar on the side.

Pomegranate juice - nar sarbati
Fresh-pressed pomegranate juice, sold by the glass in
markets in autumn.

& SIGNATURE DISHES

Plov - plov
Rice pilaf layered with meat, dried fruit, or herbs, cooked
in dozens of regional styles.

Dolma - dolma
Grape or cabbage leaves stuffed with rice and minced
meat.

Kebab - kabab
Grilled skewered meat, usually lamb or beef, served with
flatbread and herbs.

Baku - Plan Your Trip

Turn the places from this guide into a real itinerary, with smart routing, time
ﬁ estimates, and everything you need for a perfect trip.

3M+ downloads - 4.6 stars - 15 years of trip planning Scan to download

App Store - Google Play the app
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Safety & health

tripomatic.com

Baku is a safe city for tourists, with low rates of violent crime. The most common issues are unmetered
taxis overcharging visitors near tourist sites and inflated rates at informal currency exchange points —
use a licensed exchange office or a bank ATM instead. Tap water is best avoided for drinking; bottled
water is cheap and sold everywhere.

History

Baku's history is tied to fire and oil. Long before the modern petroleum industry, natural gas seeps on
the Absheron peninsula drew Zoroastrian, Hindu, and Sikh fire worshippers, and the walled icari sahar
grew into a trading post on the Caspian's western shore.

In the 15th century, after an earthquake damaged their previous capital, the Shirvanshah rulers moved
their court to Baku and built Palace of the Shirvanshahs at the highest point of the old town.

The 19th and early 20th-century oil boom transformed the city almost overnight, funding the grand
stone mansions that still line the streets around the Old City walls and drawing prospectors and workers
from across the region.

The 20th century brought Soviet rule and, in January 1990, a violent crackdown on independence
protests remembered today at obadi Masal - Sahidlar Xiyabani, where an eternal flame honors the
victims.

Country facts

Quick practical facts for Azerbaijan at a glance:

@) CURRENCY 3k EMERGENCY 4 ELECTRICITY

AZN rh 112
© ©

Type C/ Type F
220V - 50 Hz

@ LANGUAGES ® TAP WATER

Azerbaijani Use caution

Baku - Azerbaijan 7120
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Baku Highlights
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Discover Baku's heritage through its UNESCO-listed Old City featuring medieval monuments like the Maiden Tower and
Shirvanshahs' Palace. The city also offers diverse museums including the Azerbaijan State Museum of Arts and the unique
Museum of Miniature Books, vibrant theatres, and striking modern architecture exemplified by the Heydar Aliyev Center.
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O Old City OFf3 © Maiden Tower

Old City or Inner City is the historical core of Pt ke The Maiden Tower is a 12th-century
Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan. e monument in the Old City, Baku, Azerbaijan.

54 ilyas fandiyev kiicasi, Baki, Azerbaijan 24 Qulls kugasi, Baki, Azerbaijan (40.36614, 49.83723)

(40.36636, 49.83483)
chitalnya.ru/503287/
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© Shirvanshahs' Palace
complex

The Palace of the Shirvanshahs is a 15th-

century palace built by the Shirvanshahs and
described by UNESCO as "one of the pearls of...

Icharishahar, Castle Back Street 76, Baku
(40.36615, 49.83308)

Mo-Su

10:00-18:00

guide.icherisheheraz/ru, +994 12 492 10 73

@ Terminal Restaurant

Casual dining restaurant located in Baku,
offering local and international cuisine.

(40.19426, 49.50561)

Baku - Azerbaijan

tripomatic.com

© Susa Teatri

A theatre venue located in Baku, known for
local and national stage performances.

(40.42508, 49.84390)

@ Azerbaijan State Museum of
Arts

Azerbaijan National Museum of Art is the
biggest art museum of Azerbaijan.

Niyazi 9-11, Baku, Azerbaijan (40.36327, 49.83184)

icom.azeurotel.com/en/gallery0O1en.ht..., +994 12 492 57 11

9/20
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© Museum of Miniature Books

The Baku Museum of Miniature Books is the
only museum of miniature books in the
world, settled in the old part of Baku, called
Inner City.

Gala (Qala) Lane 1, Old City, Baku, Azerbaijan
(40.36635, 49.83254)

Tu-Su

11:00-17:00

icom.azeurotel.com/en/profilesO6en.h..., +994 12 492 94 64

American-themed restaurant featuring
classic dishes and live music events.

Sabail Raion, Azerbaijan (40.36895, 49.83741)

Mo-Th 12:00-01:00
Fr-Sa 12:00-02:00
Su 12:00-01:00

hardrock.com/cafes/baku, (+99412) 404 82 28

Baku - Azerbaijan

tripomatic.com

@ Nizami Museum of
Literature

The National museum of Azerbaijan
literature named after Nizami Ganjavi is a
museum in Baku, established in 1939.

islam Saforli kicasi, Baki, Azerbaijan (40.36989, 49.83635)

.

@ National Dramatic Theater

The Azerbaijan State Academic Drama
Theatre is an academic theatre of drama in
Baku, Azerbaijan.

56 Zargarpalan klgasi, Baki, Azerbaijan
(40.37516, 49.83078)

10720


http://www.icom.azeurotel.com/en/profiles06en.html
https://www.hardrock.com/cafes/baku

ﬁ Tripomatic

L A B B B B B A L B B Y
N N NN RN NN NN W

Q@ International Mugham
Center of Azerbaijan

The International Mugham Center of
Azerbaijan is a center of Azerbaijani arts and
music aiming to promote, preserve and popularize the...

Danizkanari kug¢asi 30, Baki (40.36086, 49.83487)

Mo-Fr 10:00-18:00

icm.az, 994124978972

@ National Flag Square

The National Flag Square is a large city
square off Neftchiler Avenue in Bayil,
Baku, Azerbaijan.

Baki, Azerbaijan (40.34474, 49.84528)

Baku - Azerbaijan

tripomatic.com

O Koroglu monument

Monument dedicated to Koroglu,
a legendary folk hero celebrated in
Azerbaijani culture.

(Unnamed Road), Baki, Azerbaijan (40.39177, 49.84251)

@ Fountains Square

Fountains Square is a public square in
downtown Baku, capital of Azerbaijan.

22 Nigar Rafibayli ki¢asi, Baki, Azerbaijan
(40.37094, 49.83681)

11720
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@ IDEA Cimarlik
Water park facility offering pools and
recreational water activities near Baku.

(40.57653, 49.77956)

© Martyrs' Lane

Memorial cemetery and park dedicated to
victims of political clashes, wars, and

national tragedies, featuring an eternal
flame monument and panoramic views of the city and sea.

(Unnamed Road), Baki, Azerbaijan (40.35669, 49.82859)

@ Dostluq ¢cimarlik

Water park area known locally as Dostluq
Sixov, providing leisure swimming options.

(40.30540, 49.80540)

@ Heydar Aliyev Center
The Heydar Aliyev Center is a 57,500 m2
building complex in Baku, Azerbaijan,

designed by Iraqi-British architect Zaha
Hadid and noted for...

Baki, Azerbaijan (40.39585, 49.86732)

Tu-Su 11:00-19:00, 11:00-18:00

Baku - Azerbaijan 12720
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© Rostropovich Museum

This museum dedicated to the

Bakuvian cellist and conductor Mstislav
Rostropovich will interest mainly classical
music enthusiasts.

L. and M. Rostropoviches Str. 19, Baku AZ1001, Azerbaijan
(40.36957, 49.82760)

icom.azeurotel.com/en/memorialllen..., +994 12 492 02 65

Baku - Azerbaijan

@ Shefa Restaurant (Fish
Garden)

Seafood restaurant located in Baku's Fish
Garden, offering fresh fish dishes and
outdoor seating.

(40.30365, 49.82903)

Mo-Su
+994 50 588 40 04

tripomatic.com

09:00-21:00

13720
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Hidden Cultural Gems

Discover Baku's cultural heritage through its UNESCO-listed Old City featuring medieval castles like the Maiden Tower and
Shirvanshahs' Palace. The list also includes unique museums such as the Museum of Miniature Books and Azerbaijan
State Museums of Arts and History, alongside contemporary architecture exemplified by the Heydar Aliyev Center and
vibrant theatres like Susa.
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© Maiden Tower

The Maiden Tower is a 12th-century
monument in the Old City, Baku, Azerbaijan.

O old City

Old City or Inner City is the historical core of
Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan.

54 Ilyas 9fandiyev kiicasi, Baki, Azerbaijan 24 Qulls kicgasi, Baki, Azerbaijan (40.36614, 49.83723)

(40.36636, 49.83483)
chitalnya.ru/503287/
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© Shirvanshahs' Palace
complex

The Palace of the Shirvanshahs is a 15th-
century palace built by the Shirvanshahs and
described by UNESCO as "one of the pearls of...

Icharishahar, Castle Back Street 76, Baku
(40.36615, 49.83308)

Mo-Su

10:00-18:00

guide.icherisheheraz/ru, +994 12 492 10 73

© Susa Teatn

Susa Teatri is a theatre located in Baku,
known for its cultural performances.

(40.42508, 49.84390)

Baku - Azerbaijan

tripomatic.com
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The Heydar Aliyev Center is a 57,500 m2
building complex in Baku, Azerbaijan,
designed by Iraqi-British architect Zaha
Hadid and noted for...

Baki, Azerbaijan (40.39585, 49.86732)

Tu-Su 11:00-19:00, 11:00-18:00

@ Azerbaijan State Museum of
Arts

Azerbaijan National Museum of Art is the
biggest art museum of Azerbaijan.

Niyazi 9-11, Baku, Azerbaijan (40.36327, 49.83184)

icom.azeurotel.com/en/gallery0O1en.ht..., +994 12 492 57 11

15720
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© Azerbaijan State Museum of
History

The National Museum of History of
Azerbaijan is the largest museum
in Azerbaijan.

Zeynalabdin Taghiyev Street 4, Baku, Azerbaijan
(40.36948, 49.84003)

icom.azeurotel.com/en/history02en.ht..., +994 12 493 36 48

--------------------

......................

© Nizami Museum of
Literature

The National museum of Azerbaijan
literature named after Nizami Ganjavi is a
museum in Baku, established in 1939.

Islam Safarli kucasi, Baki, Azerbaijan (40.36989, 49.83635)

Baku - Azerbaijan

tripomatic.com
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@ Museum of Miniature Books

The Baku Museum of Miniature Books is the
only museum of miniature books in the
world, settled in the old part of Baku, called
Inner City.

Gala (Qala) Lane 1, Old City, Baku, Azerbaijan
(40.36635, 49.83254)

Tu-Su

11:00-17:00

icom.azeurotel.com/en/profilesO6en.h..., +994 12 492 94 64

@ Fire Temple "Ateshgah"
The Ateshgah of Baku, Azerbaijani: Atasgah),
often called the "Fire Temple of Baku", is a

castle-like religious temple in Surakhany
town, a...

(Unnamed Road), Baki, Azerbaijan (40.41553, 50.00860)

16720
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Cultural Treasures of Baku

This collection highlights Baku's diverse cultural landmarks, including the futuristic Heydar Aliyev Center by Zaha Hadid,
medieval monuments like the Maiden Tower, and specialized museums such as the Azerbaijan State Carpet Museum and
the Museum of Miniature Books. It also features key institutions preserving Azerbaijani arts and literature, including the
Nizami Museum of Literature, Azerbaijan State Museum of Arts, and venues dedicated to traditional music and theatre.
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O Heydar Aliyev Center

The Heydar Aliyev Center is a 57,500 m2
building complex in Baku, Azerbaijan,
designed by Iraqi-British architect Zaha

© Maiden Tower

The Maiden Tower is a 12th-century
monument in the Old City, Baku, Azerbaijan.

Hadid and noted for.. 24 Qulls kicgasi, Baki, Azerbaijan (40.36614, 49.83723)
Baki, Azerbaijan (40.39585, 49.86732) chitalnya.ru/503287/
Tu-Su 11:00-19:00, 11:00-18:00
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© Azerbaijan State Carpet
Museum

© Azerbaijan State Museum of
Arts

Azerbaijan National Museum of Art is the

Azerbaijan National Carpet Museum is
a museum located in Baku that displays biggest art museum of Azerbaijan.

Azerbaijani carpets and rugs with historical and o B

. Niyazi 9-11, Baku, Azerbaijan (40.36327, 49.83184)
modern weaving...

Baki, Azerbaijan (40.35978, 49.83551) icom.azeurotel.com/en/gallery0O1en.ht..., +994 12 492 57 11

+994 12 49 30 501
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@ Azerbaijan State Museum of @ Museum of Miniature Books

History

The Baku Museum of Miniature Books is the

The National Museum of History of Only museum of miniature books in the

Azerbaijan is the largest museum world, settled in the old part of Baku, called

in Azerbaijan. Inner City.

Zeynalabdin Taghiyev Street 4, Baku, Azerbaijan Gala (Qala) Lane 1, Old City, Baku, Azerbaijan

(40.36948, 49.84003) (40.36635, 49.83254)
icom.azeurotel.com/en/history02en.ht..., +994 12 49336 48 ~ Tu-Su 11:00-17:00

icom.azeurotel.com/en/profilesO6en.h..., +994 12 492 94 64

Baku - Azerbaijan 18720
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© Nizami Museum of
Literature
The National museum of Azerbaijan

literature named after Nizami Ganjavi is a
museum in Baku, established in 1939.

Islam Safarli kugasi, Baki, Azerbaijan (40.36989, 49.83635)

© National Dramatic Theater

The Azerbaijan State Academic Drama
Theatre is an academic theatre of drama in
Baku, Azerbaijan.

56 Zargarpalan kugssi, Baki, Azerbaijan
(40.37516, 49.83078)
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@ International Mugham
Center of Azerbaijan

The International Mugham Center of
Azerbaijan is a center of Azerbaijani arts and
music aiming to promote, preserve and popularize the...

Danizkanari kiigasi 30, Baki (40.36086, 49.83487)

Mo-Fr 10:00-18:00
icm.az, +994124978972

@ Baku Puppet Theatre

The Baku Puppet Theatre is located on
Neftchiler Avenue of Baku. It was built in
1910 by Polish architect J6zef Ptoszko,
initially as the...

Neftcilar pr. 36, Baki (40.36694, 49.83922)

kuklateatri.az, +994 12 492 64 25

19720


https://icm.az/
https://www.kuklateatri.az/
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