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Overview

Bergen sits among seven mountains on Norway's west coast, wrapped around a natural harbor that has
drawn traders and fishermen for nearly a thousand years. Wooden Hanseatic warehouses still line the
wharf, funiculars and cable cars carry visitors up into the surrounding peaks, and ferries and express
boats fan out from the harbor toward some of Norway's most famous fjords. It suits travelers who want
a compact, walkable city with real history, paired with easy access to fjord scenery without renting a car.

The composer Edvard Grieg and the violinist Ole Bull both grew up here, and their homes outside the city
are now open to visitors. Expect rain — Bergen is one of Europe's wettest cities — so plan for a mix of
museums, waterfront walks, and mountain views between showers.

When to visit

Summers (June-August) are mild, with long daylight and the best chance of dry weather, though rain is
possible any day of the year. Winters are cold but rarely freezing, with short days and a chance of snow
on the surrounding peaks.

Plan around the Bergen International Festival (Festspillene i Bergen), Norway's leading festival of
music, opera, theater, and dance, running from late May into early June and drawing more than 70,000
visitors each year.

DAY °C NIGHT °C

MONTH CONDITIONS avg / max avg/ min

January ® Poor 2°/7° -1°/-10° ¥ 20 rainy days - Dry air
Poor for sightseeing Feels like -3°

February @ Poor 3°/7° -1°/-10° ¥ 18rainy days - Dry air
Poor for sightseeing Feels like -2°

March ® Poor 5°/9° 0°/-7° ¥ 18rainy days - Dry air
Poor for sightseeing Feels like 1°

April ® Poor 9°/15° 2°/-2° § 16 rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Poor for hiking Feels like 5°

May ® Fair 13°/20° 6°/2° § 16rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Fair for hiking Feels like 9°

June Good 15°/22° 9°/6° § 15rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Good for hiking

July Good 17°/ 24° 12°/8° § 18rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Good for sightseeing

August o Fair 17°/23° 12°/8° § 19 rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Fair for sightseeing

September @ Fair 15°/19° 9°/5° ¥ 19rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Fair for hiking

October ® Poor 10°/14° 6°/0° § 20rainy days - Dry air
Poor for hiking Feels like 7°

November @ Poor 6°/11° 2°/-5° § 19rainy days - Dry air
Poor for sightseeing Feels like 2°

December @ Poor 3°/9° -1°/-9° ¥ 20 rainy days - Dry air
Poor for sightseeing Feels like -2°

Climate data: NASA POWER + Copernicus ERA5-Land and ERAS - 1996-2025

Rain is the defining feature of Bergen's weather — pack a waterproof jacket no matter the season.
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Top sights

O Bryggen Hanseatic Wharf is Bergen's most
photographed sight, a row of colorful wooden
Hanseatic trading houses on the harbor that has
stood, in various rebuilt forms, since the Middle
Ages, and is now a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

For a view over the city and the surrounding
fjords, ride @ Flgibanen Funicular up to Mount
Flayen, one of two funicular and cable-car rides
locals treat as everyday transport rather than
tourist novelties.

@ Ulriksbanen climbs even higher, to the summit
of Mount Ulriken, the tallest of the seven
mountains ringing Bergen, with hiking trails
leading off from the top.

At the harbor entrance, @ Rosenkrantz Tower
and @ Haakon's Hall are the two great medieval
survivors of Bergenhus Fortress: a defensive
tower and a royal banqueting hall, both open as
museums.

South of the center, @ Troldhaugen - Edvard
Grieg Museum was the lakeside home of
composer Edvard Grieg, kept much as he left it,
with his hillside composing hut and gravesite
nearby.

Families gravitate to @ Bergen Aquarium on the
Nordnes peninsula, a small aquarium with
penguins and local marine life a short walk from
the center.

@ Fantoft Stave Church is a faithful
reconstruction of a 12th-century stave church,

rebuilt after a 1992 arson fire, and one of the best

places nearby to see traditional Norwegian
wooden church architecture.
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Bergen - Plan Your Trip

Turn the places from this guide into a real itinerary, with smart routing, time
ﬂ estimates, and everything you need for a perfect trip.

3M+ downloads - 4.6 stars - 15 years of trip planning Scan to download

App Store - Google Play the app

What to experience

* Join a RIB boat or fjord safari from the harbor near Bryggen Hanseatic Wharf for a fast trip out to
nearby islands, sometimes with seals or porpoises along the way.

¢ Hike the Vidden trail, a marked route across the ridge connecting Flgyen and Ulriken, for a half-day
walk between Bergen's two highest viewpoints.

* Take a cold dip at one of Bergen's open-air sea pools, a local ritual practiced year-round, not just in
summer.

* Browse Bergen's Christmas market in December, with stalls, mulled wine, and an ice rink set up
around the harbor.

Day trips

Bergen is Norway's gateway to the western
fjords, and several of the country's best-known
landscapes are within a day's reach.

e @ Osteroy — Norway's largest inland island,
under an hour by car or bus, with quiet fjord-
side roads and hiking trails away from the
tourist crowds.

e © Voss — about 1 hour by train, a lake and
mountain town known for rafting, paragliding,
and skiing in winter.

e @ Hardangerfjord — around 2 hours by car or
bus, Norway's "fruit garden" fjord, with
orchards, the Steinsdalsfossen waterfall you
can walk behind, and the Trolltunga hike
further inland.

e @ Flam and the Neergyfjord — about 3.5-4
hours one-way by train, the classic "Norway in

a Nutshell" route: a scenic rail journey down to _-s;ppe'nsneswaefu'_nvmu,;ms- ESA WorldCover, Miapzen
Flam, then a cruise on the narrow, UNESCO-

listed Naergyfjord. Most travelers make it a

long round trip in a single day.
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Getting there

e By air: Bergen Airport Flesland (BGO) is about
19 km south of the center. The Bybanen light
rail runs directly from the airport to downtown

in around 45 minutes, or take the Flybussen

airport coach, which is faster but costs more.

* By train: The Bergen Railway (Bergensbanen)

from Oslo is one of Norway's most scenic

routes, crossing the Hardangervidda plateau;

the trip takes about 6.5-7 hours.

* By bus: Long-distance coaches connect
Bergen to Oslo and other Norwegian cities,
generally slower than the train but cheaper.

Getting around on foot & by bike

£ WALKABILITY

High
D G D
The historic center is compact and walkable, though hilly in

places as the streets climb toward the surrounding mountains.

Driving

tripomatic.com

Getting around

Public transit: Skyss operates Bergen's buses
and the Bybanen light rail. Buy tickets in
advance through the Skyss app — the light rail
requires a ticket bought before boarding.
Skyss
¢ Taxi / ride-hailing: Uber and Bolt both
operate in Bergen alongside metered local
taxis.
¢ On foot / cycling: The historic center is
compact and walkable, though steep in places
as the city climbs toward the surrounding hills.
A seasonal city bike-share scheme covers the
flatter parts of downtown.

oS CYCLING INFRASTRUCTURE

Moderate

D G

A seasonal bike-share system covers the flatter parts of
downtown, but Bergen's hills and frequent rain make cycling
less practical than in flatter Norwegian cities.

¢ Is a car worth it?: Not for the city itself — the center is walkable and parking is limited. A car is useful

for reaching Hardangerfjord, Voss, or other day trips at your own pace.

* Parking: Multi-story car parks in the center charge by the hour; on-street spaces are metered and

often full. Pay via the EasyPark app or at machines.

* Restrictions: Bergen has an automatic toll ring (Bomring) on roads into the center — cameras read
the license plate and bill the charge automatically, no need to stop.

Bergen - Vestlandet
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Food & drink

Bergen's signature dish is fiskesuppe, a creamy
fish soup thick with cod, salmon, and root
vegetables, found on menus across the city. For
the freshest seafood, head to Bergen Fish Market,
where market stalls and the indoor Mathallen
food hall sell fish, shellfish, and other local
produce.

Beyond the market, good eating clusters around
Bryggen and the streets near Nordnes, where
restaurants range from casual harborside spots
to higher-end dining.

3M+ downloads - 4.6 stars -

App Store - Google Play

Bergen - Vestlandet

Bergen - Plan Your Trip

Turn the places from this guide into a real itinerary, with smart routing, time
estimates, and everything you need for a perfect trip.

15 years of trip planning

tripomatic.com

What to eat & drink

Y1 DINNER
Farikal
Lamb and cabbage stew simmered with whole

peppercorns; widely regarded as Norway's national dish,
especially in autumn.

Cured salmon - Gravlaks
Salmon cured in salt, sugar, and dill, served thinly sliced
with a mustard-dill sauce.

Fermented fish - Rakfisk
Trout fermented for months, eaten cold with flatbread,

sour cream, and onion. A strong-smelling acquired taste.

Dried salted cod - Klippfisk
Cod salted and air-dried, then rehydrated and cooked
into stews such as bacalao.

. SNACKS & STREET FOOD

Brown cheese - Brunost

A caramel-colored whey cheese with a sweet, slightly
tangy flavor, typically sliced thin onto bread or waffles.

Potato flatbread - Lefse
A soft flatbread made from potato, rolled up with butter
and sugar or cinnamon.

g SWEETS & DESSERTS

Waffles - Vafler
Heart-shaped, thin waffles served with sour cream and
jam, a common café treat.

Y DRINKS

Caraway spirit - Akevitt

A potato-based spirit flavored with caraway and other
spices, traditionally aged in oak sherry casks and served
at holidays.

Scan to download
the app
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Safety & health
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Bergen is a safe city for travelers, with low rates of violent crime. The main risk is pickpocketing in
crowded spots like the fish market and the Bryggen wharf during peak summer season — keep bags
zipped and valuables out of back pockets. Norway is not a high-scam destination, and taxis are metered
and reliable.

History

Bergen was founded around 1070 and grew into Norway's largest city, a title it held for centuries until
Oslo overtook it in the 1830s. It also briefly served as the country's royal capital in the 13th century,
before that role passed to Oslo under King Haakon V. St. Mary's Church, begun in the 1130s, is the oldest
building still standing in the city, predating even the harbor's famous Hanseatic warehouses.

In the 14th century, German merchants of the Hanseatic League established a trading post at what is
now Bryggen Hanseatic Wharf, and Bergen became northern Europe's hub for dried-fish exports for the
next 400 years. Nearby, Haakon's Hall was built in the 1240s as a royal banqueting hall and still hosts
state occasions today.

Bergen Cathedral, rebuilt several times after fires, has served as the city's cathedral since the Middle
Ages and still bears a cannonball lodged in its wall from a 17th-century naval battle in the harbor.

Country facts

Quick practical facts for Norway at a glance:

0 CURRENCY 4 ELECTRICITY @ LANGUAGES @ TAP WATER
NOK kr @ @ Norwegian Bokmal, Safe to drink
Norwegian Nynorsk

Type C/ Type F
230V 50 Hz

Bergen - Vestlandet 7719
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Bergen Essentials
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Explore Bergen'’s history through the UNESCO-listed Bryggen wharf and the Hanseatic Museum'’s assembly rooms. The
city’s maritime identity is showcased at the Bergen Aquarium and the Maritime Museum, which covers seafaring from the
Viking era. Cultural landmarks include the Grieg Hall, Den Nationale Scene theatre, and the KODE 1 decorative arts
collection. For panoramic views, the Flgibanen funicular ascends Mount Flgyen, while the Torgallmenningen square serves
as the central hub near St. Mary's Church, the city’s oldest remaining building.
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@ Bryggen Hanseatic Wharf

@ Fleibanen Funicular

Historic wharf area featuring colorful
wooden buildings from the Hanseatic

The Flgibanen is a funicular railway in the
Norwegian city of Bergen. It connects the

League era and medieval times, recognized city centre with the mountain of Flayen,
as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. with its...
Bryggen, 5003 Bergen, Norway (60.39744, 5.32354) Vetrlidsallmenningen 21, 5014 Bergen, Norway

) (60.39530, 5.33815)
stiftelsenbryggen.no

Mo-Fr 07:30-23:00
Sa-Su 08:00-23:00

youtu.be/62RagfasDBU, +47 55 33 68 00

Bergen - Vestlandet 8/19
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© St. Mary's Church

St Mary's Church is a parish church of the
Church of Norway in Bergen Municipality in
Vestland county, Norway.

Dreggen 15, 5003 Bergen, Norway (60.39891, 5.32332)

09:00-16:00
12:00-14:00

May-Sep Mo-Su
Oct-Apr Mo-Su

kirken.no/nb-no/fellesrad/bergen/menigh..., +47 55597175

@ Bergen Aquarium

Bergen Aquarium is a public aquarium in
Bergen, Norway. It is situated on the
Nordnes peninsula and is one of Bergen's
tourist attractions.

Nordnesbakken 4, 5005 Bergen, Norway
(60.39977, 5.30389)

Sep-Apr Mo-Su 10:00-18:00
May-Aug Mo-Su 09:00-18:00
Dec 24-Dec 25 Mo-Su Closed

akvariet.no, +47 55557171

Bergen - Vestlandet
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© West Norway Museum of
Decorative Art

The West Norway Museum of Decorative Art,
also referred to as KODE 1, is located in
Bergen, Norway.

Nordahl Bruns gate 9, 5014 Bergen, Norway
(60.39056, 5.32409)

kodebergen.no, +47 55 33 66 33

@ Bergen Maritime Museum

The museum focuses on the history of
shipbuilding and seafare in Norway from the
Viking period until today.

Haakon Sheteligs plass 15, 5007 Bergen, Norway
(60.38694, 5.31918)

May-Sep Mo-Fr 10:00-16:00
May-Sep Sa-Su 10:00-17:00
Oct-Apr Mo-We 11:00-15:00
Oct-Apr Th 11:00-18:00
Oct-Apr Fr-Su 11:00-15:00
bsj.uib.no/wordpress/, +47 55 54 96 00
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© Den Nationale Scene

Den Nationale Scene is the largest theatre
in Bergen, Norway. Den Nationale Scene is
also one of the oldest permanent theatres
in Norway.

Engen, 5012 Bergen, Norway (60.39262, 5.31952)

dns.no

© Floyen
Mountain peak 320 meters above sea level
offering panoramic views of the city and
fjords. It features a large viewing platform
and serves as a starting point for numerous hiking trails
across the mountain plateau.

1A Flgyfjellet, Bergen 5014, Norway (60.39456, 5.34285)

Bergen - Vestlandet
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@ Grieg Hall
Grieg Hall is a 1,500 seat concert hall located
on Edvard Griegs' square in Bergen,

Norway.Grieghallen was named in honor of
Bergen-born...

Edvard Griegs plass 1, 5015 Bergen, Norway
(60.38895, 5.32762)

grieghallen.no, +47 55 21 61 50

@ Hanseatic Museum and
Schotstuene

Hanseatic Museum and Schetstuene is a
museum in the city of Bergen, Norway.

50 @vregaten, Bergen 5003, Norway (60.39850, 5.32384)

sch%c3%b8tstuene.no

10719
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Q Sjomannsmonumentet @ Torgallmenningen

Bronze monument on Torgallmenningen
square commemorating Norwegian

Torgallmenningen, Torgalmenningen, or
Torvallmenningen, is the main square of
seafarers from the Viking Age to the Bergen, Norway.

20th century. Designed by Dyre Vaa, the structure
features twelve figures and four relief panels depicting

3B Torgallmenningen, Bergen 5014, Norway

maritime history. (60.39280, 5.32394)

3A Torgallmenningen, Bergen 5013, Norway
(60.39333, 5.32451)

Bergen - Vestlandet 11719



ﬁ Tripomatic

Bergen Art & Culture
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Bergen'’s cultural landscape spans from the 18th-century rococo architecture of Damsgard Manor to contemporary
exhibitions at USF Verftet. The city's history is preserved in the specialized Leprosy Museum and the unique Buekorps
Museum, which honors traditional youth marching organizations. Art enthusiasts can explore the extensive Rasmus
Meyer collection featuring works by Edvard Munch, and view public monuments dedicated to local figures like composer
Edvard Grieg and playwright Claus Fasting.

RANSETETI T

DAMSGARD

© OpenStreetMap contributors

O Bergen Leprosy Museum @ Damsgard Manor

Bergen was considered the "leprosy capital”
of the world in the late 19th century.

Damsgard Manor is a landmark manor
and estate in Bergen, Norway. It is noted
for its distinct rococo style and is possibly
the best...

Kong Oscars gate 59, 5017 Bergen, Norway
(60.39144, 5.33262)
Damsgardslunden, 5162 Bergen, Norway

Mo-Su 11:00-13:00 6 38325, 5.30214)

bymuseet.no/museum/lepramuseet/, +4755308037
bymuseet.no, +47 47 97 95 84

Bergen - Vestlandet 12719
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© Visningsrommet USF

A contemporary art gallery located within
the USF Verftet cultural center, a converted
sardine factory. It hosts rotating exhibitions
featuring regional and international visual arts,
installations, and photography.

12 Georgernes verft, Bergen 5011, Norway
(60.39587, 5.30852)

usf.no/no/visningsrommet-usf/visningsrommet-usf/

@ Rasmus Meyers samlinger

Part of the KODE Art Museumes, this gallery
houses a world-class collection of Norwegian
art from the 18th and 19th centuries,
including significant works by Edvard Munch and historical
interiors from Bergen estates.

Rasmus Meyers allé, 5016 Bergen, Norway
(60.38951, 5.32757)

Tu-Fr
Sa-Su

10:00-18:00
10:00-16:00

Bergen - Vestlandet

@ Edvard Grieg

A bronze statue of the world-renowned
Norwegian composer, created by sculptor
Ingebrigt Vik in 1917. It is located in the city's
central park, Byparken.

10 Christies gate, Bergen 5015, Norway
(60.39171, 5.32523)

@ Buekorps Museum

The Buekorps Museum is a museum in
Bergen, Norway. It is dedicated to the
traditional neighborhood youth marching
organization, Buekorps.

23 @stre Murallmenningen, Bergen 5012, Norway
(60.39474, 5.31977)

Sa-Su 12:00-15:00

buekorps.webs.com, +47909 71 447

13719
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@ Claus Fasting

Claus Fasting was a Norwegian playwright,
literary critic, editor and civil servant.

@ Hans Majestet Pinnsvinet

Hans Majestet Pinnsvinet, or Erinaceus
europaeus minor, Rex et Inspirator, is the
high protector of Studentersamfunnet

i Bergen.

6 Stremgaten, Bergen 5015, Norway (60.39007, 5.33208)

5 Haakon Sheteligs plass, Bergen 5007, Norway
(60.38811, 5.32074)
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Historic Bergen
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Bergen’s urban landscape is defined by its maritime trade and strategic coastal defenses. This collection spans the city's
evolution from the 12th-century St. Mary's Church and the UNESCO-listed Hanseatic wharf at Bryggen to the 17th-
century fortifications of Fredriksberg and @vre Sverresborg. It highlights architectural milestones like the Baroque-
style Tollboden and the Stadsporten city gate, alongside infrastructure like the Flgibanen funicular and the mid-century
Puddefjord Bridge.
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@ Bryggen Hanseatic Wharf © St. Mary's Church

Historic wharf area featuring colorful St Mary's Church is a parish church of the
wooden buildings from the Hanseatic Church of Norway in Bergen Municipality in
League era and medieval times, recognized Vestland county, Norway.

as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Dreggen 15, 5003 Bergen, Norway (60.39891, 5.32332)

Bryggen, 5003 Bergen, Norway (60.39744, 5.32354)
May-Sep Mo-Su 09:00-16:00

stiftelsenbryggen.no Oct-Apr Mo-Su 12:00-14:00
kirken.no/nb-no/fellesrad/bergen/menigh..., +47 55597175
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https://www.stiftelsenbryggen.no/
https://kirken.no/nb-no/fellesrad/bergen/menigheter/bergen-domkirke-menighet/om-oss/kirkene-vare/domkirken3/

ﬁ Tripomatic

© Den Nationale Scene

Den Nationale Scene is the largest theatre
in Bergen, Norway. Den Nationale Scene is
also one of the oldest permanent theatres
in Norway.

Engen, 5012 Bergen, Norway (60.39262, 5.31952)

dns.no

@ Fredriksberg Fortress

Fredriksberg fort is a Norwegian fortification
located at the highest point of Nordnes
in Bergen.

22 Haugeveien, Bergen 5005, Norway (60.39668, 5.30877)

Mo-Su 07:00-20:00

Bergen - Vestlandet
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O Floyen

Accessible via the Flgibanen funicular, this
mountain peak provides a panoramic

viewpoint overlooking the city center and the
surrounding fjords.

1A Flgyfjellet, Bergen 5014, Norway (60.39478, 5.34265)

Mo-Fr
Sa-Su

07:30-23:00
08:00-23:00

TEELLEL T

@ Tollboden

A prominent mid-18th-century customs
house designed in the Baroque style,
representing Bergen's historical importance

as a center for international trade.

2A Tollbodallmenningen, Bergen 5004, Norway
(60.39883, 5.31077)
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© Telegrafen

Originally the city's main telegraph office
built in the 1920s, this grand stone building
now serves as a shopping center while
retaining its historic exterior.

Starvhusgaten, 5015 Bergen, Norway (60.39218, 5.32572)

Mo-Fr 09:00-20:00
Sa 09:00-18:00

telegrafen-bergen.no

© Stadsporten

A historic two-story stone gate built in 1628
that once served as the primary southern
entrance and defensive boundary of the city.

Kalfarveien, 5018 Bergen, Norway (60.39048, 5.33644)

Bergen - Vestlandet
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@ Skur 11

An early 20th-century harbor warehouse on
the wharf, designed by Johs. Andersen with
distinctive Art Nouveau architectural details.

11 Bryggen, Bergen 5003, Norway (60.39628, 5.32443)
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@ Puddefjord Bridge

The Puddefjord Bridge is an arch bridge in
Bergen, Norway.

22C O.. Brochs gate, Bergen 5006, Norway
(60.38407, 5.31721)

17719
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Q@ Smors bru

A stone arch road bridge completed in
1923 that spans Jon Smers gate to connect
central districts.

9 Jon Smers gate, Bergen 5011, Norway
(60.39359, 5.31970)

Bergen - Vestlandet

@ Upper Sverresborg

A historic fortification situated above
Bergenhus Fortress, originally established in

the 12th century by King Sverre Sigurdsson
for defensive oversight.

32 Bergenhus, Bergen 5003, Norway (60.40132, 5.32089)

18719
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