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Overview

Bilbao is the largest city in the Basque Country. It sits on the Nervién river, about 16 km from the Bay of
Biscay. The city grew rich on iron, steel and shipbuilding. Since the 1990s it has changed into a city of
museums, riverside parks and modern bridges.

It suits a long weekend. The old town, the river walks and the main museums are close together. Food is
a big part of the visit, from pintxo bars to the central market. Hills and green parks are never far away.

When to visit

Bilbao has mild weather and rain in every season. Late spring to early autumn is the best time, with
warm days and less rain. November is the wettest month. Winter is mild but grey and wet, so bring a
rain jacket.

The biggest event is Aste Nagusia, the Big Week festival. It lasts nine days in August, with concerts,
fireworks and street events across the city.

DAY °C NIGHT °C

MONTH CONDITIONS avg / max avg/ min

January ® Poor 13°/17° 9°/5° ¥ 16 rainy days - Dry air
Poor for sightseeing Feels like 8°

February @ Poor 13°/18° 9°/5° § 13rainy days - Dry air
Poor for sightseeing Feels like 8°

March o Fair 14°/19° 10°/7° ¥ 13rainy days - Dry air
Fair for sightseeing Feels like 10°

April o Fair 16°/21° 11°/8° § 13 rainy days - Dry air
Fair for sightseeing Feels like 12°

May Good 18°/24° 14°/11° ¥ 12rainydays - Dry air
Good for sightseeing

June ® Great 21°/27° 17°/14°
Great for sightseeing

July ® Great 23°/29° 19°/16° Humid air
Great for sightseeing

August ® Great 24°/30°  20°/18° Humid air
Great for sightseeing

September @ Great 23°/28° 18°/16°
Great for sightseeing

October Good 20°/26° 16°/12° § 13rainy days - Dry air
Good for sightseeing

November @ Fair 16°/21° 12°/9° ¥ 17 rainy days - Dry air
Fair for sightseeing Feels like 11°

December @ Poor 14°/18° 10°/6° ¥ 15rainy days - Dry air
Poor for sightseeing Feels like 9°

Best months: June, July, August, September

Climate data: NASA POWER (MERRA-2) - 1996-2025
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Top sights

e @ Guggenheim Museum Bilbao is the reason
many people come. Frank Gehry designed it,
and it opened in 1997. The curved titanium
walls are as interesting as the art inside, and
the building changed the image of the city. o

e @ Zubizuriis a white footbridge across the N ()
river near the Guggenheim. It was designed s
by Santiago Calatrava. The glass-brick deck can :

Q.
be slippery when wet. 0 o
* @ Bilbao Fine Arts Museum stands in a park Bilbao
next to the city centre. It holds Spanish
masters such as E/ Greco and Goya, and works

8

Y6

by Basque artists.
o @® Azkuna Zentroa was a wine warehouse —

® .0

built in 1909. Philippe Starck redesigned it as a e 1610 A VA
culture centre, and it reopened in 2010. It has
a cinema, a library and exhibition spaces.
* @St James' Cathedral is the main church of YT T
the old town. Most of it is from the 14th and
15th centuries, and the tower and front are
from the 19th century. It is a stop on the
northern Camino de Santiago.
e @Erriberako Merkatua is the city's covered
food market, open since 1929. More than 60
traders sell fish, meat, cheese and local
produce.
e @ Plaza Nueva is a neoclassical square with
arcades. Old taverns and restaurants sit under
the arches.
e @ Parque Mirador de Artxanda is a hilltop
park with views over the city. A funicular goes
up from the centre.
o @ San Mamés is the home of Athletic Club,
the football club. The club signs only players
with a Basque connection. The current
stadium opened in 2013.

Bilbao - Basque Autonomous Community 3/19
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Bilbao - Plan Your Trip
Turn the places from this guide into a real itinerary, with smart routing, time
ﬂ estimates, and everything you need for a perfect trip.

3M+ downloads - 4.6 stars - 15 years of trip planning Scan to download
the app

App Store - Google Play

What to experience

* Ride the Artxanda funicular up to the park for a view over the city and the river.
Cross the river on the Vizcaya Bridge gondola between Portugalete and Getxo.
Browse the Sunday flea market in Plaza Nueva, with old books, coins, stamps and flowers.

* Join the crowds at Aste Nagusia in August, the nine-day city festival.

e Watch an Athletic Club match at San Mameés, if you can get a ticket.
Day trips

The towns below are good for a day out and back.

Galdakao

Amorebieta

Durango.

Laudio / Llodio

Amurria

Ubide:

Urrunagako urtegla

Murgia

Q

" Vitoria-Gasteiz—

©/OpenStreetMap contributors, Mapzen
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Gernika: about 50 minutes by train from the Zazpikaleak/Casco Viejo station, or 45 to 55 minutes by

Bizkaibus. The town was bombed on 26 April 1937 during the Spanish Civil War. Visit the Assembly
House and the Oak of Gernika, symbols of Basque self-government.

* Getxo and the Vizcaya Bridge: Getxo is about 14 km north of Bilbao and has a metro stop. The
Vizcaya Bridge, built in 1893, links Getxo with Portugalete. It is the world's oldest transporter bridge
still in use and a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 2006. A gondola crosses the river in about a
minute and a half.

* Bermeo and San Juan de Gaztelugatxe: about 35 to 45 minutes by car. The islet has a hermitage,
reached by a long stone stairway of 241 steps. It was a filming location for Game of Thrones. Check
the official site for access rules before you go.

o @ vitoria-Gasteiz: about 1 hour by bus or 45 minutes by car. It is the capital of the Basque Country
and has a medieval old town.

* San Sebastian: a coastal city known for its food. Buses run from Bilbao and take about 1 hour 10
minutes to 1 hour 30 minutes.

* Rioja Alavesa: a wine region south of the mountains, with Laguardia as its main town. Laguardia is
about 1 hour 15 minutes by car. A car or a guided tour is the easiest way to visit.

Where to explore

Nearby destinations in the Basque Country:

e Vitoria-Gasteiz is the regional capital, inland to the south-east.

* Gipuzkoa is the neighbouring province to the east. It includes San Sebastian and the Basque coast.

Getting there

¢ By air: Bilbao Airport is about 9 km north of the centre, in Loiu. The Calatrava-designed terminal
handles flights from many European cities and from Madrid and Barcelona. Bizkaibus line A3247 runs
to Plaza Eliptica and the bus station in about 15 minutes. Buses run every 15 minutes, or every 12
minutes in July and August.

¢ By train: Renfe Alvia trains from Bilbao-Abando go to Madrid and Barcelona. Euskotren trains from
Zazpikaleak/Casco Viejo go to San Sebastian.

* By bus: ALSA buses connect Bilbao with San Sebastian in about 1 hour 10 minutes to 1 hour 30
minutes. Long-distance and regional Bizkaibus services use the Intermodal Station.

Bilbao - Basque Autonomous Community 5719
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Getting around

* Metro: Three lines, designed by Norman
Foster, with the first line opened in 1995.
Zazpikaleak/Casco Viejo is the main hub where
all lines meet. The system is closed, so you
validate your ticket when you enter and when
you leave. Trains run all night on Saturdays
and Sundays. A Barik card is the easiest way to
pay.

* Tram: A single line runs from Bolueta through
Atxuri to La Casilla and passes the
Guggenheim. Buy a ticket at the stop machine
and validate it before boarding.

¢ Bus: Bilbobus uses the Barik card or a single
paper or QR ticket of 1.70 EUR. Night buses
run on Friday and Saturday nights and accept
only the Barik card.

* Funicular: The Artxanda funicular, open since
1915, takes about 3 minutes to reach the
hilltop. It runs every 15 minutes.

* On foot: The centre is compact and the river
walks are flat. Many main sights are close

together.
Getting around on foot & by bike
# WALKABILITY &% CYCLING INFRASTRUCTURE
High Moderate
(I I ] D aGED
The centre is compact and the river walks are flat. Hills rise on Riverside routes are flat, but the surrounding hills make longer
both sides of the valley. rides harder.

Bilbao - Basque Autonomous Community 6/19
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Food & drink

Pintxos are small snacks on bread, held with a
toothpick. They are ordered and paid for
separately from drinks. Many bars count the
toothpicks to work out the bill. A small glass of
txakoli, a young white wine, or a beer usually
goes with them.

For pintxos, walk the old town streets around
Plaza Nueva and its arcades, where some of the
oldest taverns are. For fresh local produce, visit
Erriberako Merkatua.

Bilbao - Basque Autonomous Community
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What to eat & drink

W BREAKFAST

Churros - Churros con Chocolate

Fried dough sticks served with a thick, dark hot
chocolate for dipping — a classic Spanish breakfast or
late-night snack.

= LUNCH

Paella Valenciana

A saffron-scented rice dish cooked in a wide, shallow
pan. The traditional Valencian version uses chicken,
rabbit, and green beans — best eaten at midday.

Gazpacho

A cold, blended soup of raw tomatoes, cucumber,
pepper, garlic, olive oil, and vinegar, originally from
Andalusia. Served as a drink or a starter, especially in
summer.

Y1 DINNER

Pulpo a la Gallega

Boiled octopus sliced onto a wooden board and dressed
with olive oil, coarse salt, and smoked paprika — a
signature dish of Galicia.

. SNACKS & STREET FOOD

Jamoén Ibérico

Dry-cured ham from acorn-fed Iberian pigs, sliced paper-
thin and eaten on its own or with bread. The finest
grade, jamon ibérico de bellota, is one of Spain's most
prized products.

Tortilla Espafiola

A thick potato and egg omelette, served warm or at
room temperature, found in virtually every bar in Spain.
Often eaten as a tapa or a quick meal.

Patatas Bravas

Fried potato chunks served with a spicy tomato sauce or
aioli — one of the most common tapas across the
country.

Pintxos

Small snacks anchored to slices of bread with a
toothpick, the Basque Country's answer to tapas. Found
in bar counters across San Sebastian and Bilbao, often
with elaborate toppings.

Croquetas

Crispy breaded cylinders with a creamy béchamel filling,
typically made with jamén, bacala (salt cod), or
mushrooms.
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Rioja Wine - Vino de Rioja

Spain's best-known wine region produces full-bodied
reds from Tempranillo grapes, aged in oak. The crianza,
reserva, and gran reserva labels indicate increasing age
and complexity.

Bilbao - Plan Your Trip

Turn the places from this guide into a real itinerary, with smart routing, time
ﬂ estimates, and everything you need for a perfect trip.

3M+ downloads - 4.6 stars - 15 years of trip planning Scan to download

App Store - Google Play the app

Safety & health

Pickpocketing and bag theft can happen in crowds and at festivals. Keep bags and phones close. Tap
water is safe to drink. The European emergency number is 112.

History

Bilbao was founded on 15 June 1300 by Diego Lépez de Haro, Lord of Biscay. The original old town had

tripomatic.com

three streets: Somera, Artecalle and Tenderia. Four more were added in the 15th century, and together

they are known as the Seven Streets.

The Camino de Santiago pilgrims passed through the city, and St. James' Cathedral is dedicated to Saint

James for this reason.

In the 19th century, iron mining, steelmaking and shipbuilding made Bilbao one of Spain's most
industrial cities. The industry fell into crisis in the 1980s. The city then rebuilt itself with new projects,

starting with Guggenheim Museum Bilbao in 1997 and the Foster-designed metro in 1995. The old wine

warehouse that is now Azkuna Zentroa shows how old buildings were given new uses.
Country facts

Quick practical facts for Spain at a glance:

Bilbao - Basque Autonomous Community
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O CURRENCY % EMERGENCY 4 ELECTRICITY

EUR € 112
© ©

Type C/ Type F
230V 50 Hz

@ LANGUAGES @& TAP WATER

Spanish Safe to drink
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Bilbao's landscape showcases a dramatic transformation from an industrial port to a global hub of avant-garde design.
The city is anchored by Frank Gehry’s titanium-clad Guggenheim Museum and Santiago Calatrava’s Zubizuri footbridge.
Beyond modern icons, the historic Casco Viejo features the neoclassical Plaza Nueva and the 19th-century Arriaga
Theatre. Cultural landmarks like the Philippe Starck-designed Azkuna Zentroa and the Bilbao Fine Arts Museum
complement the city's architectural evolution, while the Artxanda Funicular provides panoramic views of the Nervién

River valley.
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O Guggenheim Museum Bilbao

Museum of modern and contemporary art
renowned for its innovative architecture by
Frank Gehry, featuring works by artists such
as Clyfford Still, Mark Rothko, and Richard Serra.

Lehendakari Leizaola kalea 2, 48009 Bilbao
(43.26855, -2.93383)

Mo Closed
Tu-Su 10:00-19:30

guggenheim-bilbao.es, +34 944359000

Bilbao - Basque Autonomous Community
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O Puppy

A 12-meter-tall sculpture of a West Highland
Terrier by Jeff Koons, positioned outside the
Guggenheim Museum. The steel structure is
covered in a living tapestry of approximately 38,000
flowering plants, including marigolds, begonias, and
petunias, maintained via an internal irrigation system.

63 Alameda de Mazarredo, Bilbao 48009, Spain
(43.26769, -2.93452)

guggenheim-bilbao.es/en/works/puppy-3/

10719
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© New Square © Campo Volantin Bridge

Plaza Nueva may refer to: The Zubizuri, also called the Campo Volantin

Bridge or Puente del Campo Volantin, is
a tied arch footbridge across the Nervion

9 Plaza Nueva, Bilbao 48005, Spain

(43.25905, -2.92270) . .
Riverin...

Pasarela Zubi Zuri, 48001 Bilbao, Spain

(43.26629, -2.92781)

@ Bilbao City Hall
The Bilbao City Hall is the seat of the Bilbao

L City Council, the local ayuntamiento of
located in the city of Bilbao, Spain. Bilbao, Spain.

Azkuna Zentroa, previously known as
Alhéndiga Bilbao, is a multi-purpose venue

Arriquibar plaza 4, 48010 Bilbao (43.25980, -2.93684) Plaza de Ernesto Erkoreka, 1 48007 Bilbao, Spain
(43.26422, -2.92346)

Mo-Su 09:00-21:00

azkunazentroa.eus/az/cast/inicio, +34 944 01 40 14 bilbao.eus, +34 944 204 200

Bilbao - Basque Autonomous Community 11719
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© Arriaga Theatre

The Arriaga antzokia in Basque or Teatro
Arriaga in Spanish is an opera house in
Bilbao, Spain.

Arriaga plaza 1, 48005 Bilbao (43.25950, -2.92484)

teatroarriaga.eus, +34 944 16 35 33

tripomatic.com
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@ San Mamés Stadium

San Mamés is an all-seater football stadium
in Rafael Moreno Pitxitxi Kalea, Bilbao,
Basque Country, Spain.

Bilbao 48013, Spain (43.26417, -2.94938)

@) Bilbao Fine Arts Museum

The Bilbao Fine Arts Museum is an art
museum located in the city of Bilbao, Spain.

Museo plaza 2, 48009 Bilbao (43.26559, -2.93818)

Mo Closed
Tu-Su 10:00-20:00

museobilbao.com, +34 944396060

Bilbao - Basque Autonomous Community
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@ Artxanda Funicular

The Artxanda Funicular is a funicular
railway in the city of Bilbao in Spain's
Basque Country.

1 Plaza del Funicular, Bilbao 48007, Spain
(43.26870, -2.92599)

12719
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Maman is a bronze, stainless steel, and
marble sculpture in several locations by the
artist Louise Bourgeois.

Muelle de la Campa de los Ingleses, Bilbao 48009, Spain
(43.26917, -2.93296)

o= J.i ot -"%?;}
@® Bilbao-Concordia Station

Built in 1902, this Belle Epoque railway
station is a landmark of Modernist

architecture. Its distinctive facade features

a vibrant combination of wrought iron, glass, and colorful
ceramics, offering views across the river toward the

Old Town.

3 Calle de Bailén, Bilbao 48003, Spain (43.25946, -2.92736)

Bilbao - Basque Autonomous Community
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@ Doiia Casilda Park

The city's largest green space, beautiful
park right in the heart of Bilbao, itis a
perfect place where to escape from an
everyday bustle.

Iturrizar Casilda Parkea, 48009 Bilbao, Biscay, Spain
(43.26586, -2.94114)

bilbaoturismo.net/BilbaoTurismo/en/parques/dona-casilda

O Tulipanes

A large-scale sculpture by Jeff Koons located
on the Guggenheim'’s riverside terrace. Part
of the Celebration series, these seven
multicolored tulips are crafted from high-chromium
stainless steel with a mirror-polished, transparent
color coating.

2 Muelle de la Campa de los Ingleses, Bilbao 48009, Spain
(43.26911, -2.93389)
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© Tall Tree & the Eye

Designed by Anish Kapoor, this sculpture
consists of 73 reflective stainless steel

spheres anchored along three irregular axes.

The installation is engineered to create compley, infinite
reflections of the Guggenheim Museum's architecture and
the surrounding water.

2 Muelle de la Campa de los Ingleses, Bilbao 48009, Spain
(43.26918, -2.93454)

guggenheim-bilbao.eus/la-coleccion/obras/el-gran-arbol-...

Bilbao - Basque Autonomous Community
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Bilbao's riverside is defined by its avant-garde architectural and artistic transformation. This collection highlights the city's
modern infrastructure, including Santiago Calatrava’s Zubizuri and the Frank Gehry Bridge. Surrounding the Guggenheim

Museum, you will find world-renowned contemporary sculptures like Jeff Koons' floral Puppy and Louise Bourgeois’
towering Maman. These landmarks showcase diverse materials, from stainless steel and bronze to living flowers,
reflecting the city's evolution from an industrial hub to a global center for design.
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@ Campo Volantin Bridge

The Zubizuri, also called the Campo Volantin
Bridge or Puente del Campo Volantin, is

a tied arch footbridge across the Nervion
Riverin...

Pasarela Zubi Zuri, 48001 Bilbao, Spain
(43.26629, -2.92781)

Bilbao - Basque Autonomous Community
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© Puppy

A 12-meter-tall topiary sculpture by Jeff
Koons depicting a West Highland Terrier. The
stainless steel structure is covered in

thousands of seasonal living flowers and features an
internal irrigation system.

63 Alameda de Mazarredo, Bilbao 48009, Spain
(43.26769, -2.93452)

guggenheim-bilbao.es/en/works/puppy-3/

15719
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© Tulipanes

Part of Jeff Koons' Celebration series, this
sculpture features seven large, multicolor
tulips made of mirror-polished stainless
steel. It is located on the Guggenheim Museum'’s terrace
overlooking the Nervién River.

2 Muelle de la Campa de los Ingleses, Bilbao 48009, Spain
(43.26911, -2.93389)

tripomatic.com

Maman is a bronze, stainless steel, and
marble sculpture in several locations by the
artist Louise Bourgeois.

Muelle de la Campa de los Ingleses, Bilbao 48009, Spain
(43.26917, -2.93296)

@ Tall Tree & the Eye

Created by Anish Kapoor, this sculpture
consists of 73 reflective stainless steel
spheres anchored around three axes. The
work uses complex reflections to explore mathematical
principles and the concept of infinity.

2 Muelle de la Campa de los Ingleses, Bilbao 48009, Spain
(43.26918, -2.93454)

guggenheim-bilbao.eus/la-coleccion/obras/el-gran-arbol-...

O Frank Gehry Bridge

The Frank Gehry Bridge is a bridge in Bilbao
that connects Deusto and Zorrotzaurre.

(Unnamed Road), Bilbao 48014, Spain (43.26751, -2.95438)

Bilbao - Basque Autonomous Community

@ Puente de Deustu - Deustuko
zubia

A concrete and steel bascule bridge
completed in 1936. Designed by Ignacio
de Rotaeche, its lifting mechanism was inspired by
the bridges of Chicago to accommodate commercial
shipping traffic.

Deustuko zubia, 48011 Bilbao, Spain (43.26927, -2.94052)
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Museums & Art Galleries

Bilbao's cultural landscape is anchored by the titanium-clad Guggenheim Museum, a deconstructivist masterpiece
housing contemporary works by Richard Serra and Mark Rothko. The Bilbao Fine Arts Museum offers a comprehensive
collection spanning the 12th century to the present, while the Azkuna Zentroa, a former wine warehouse redesigned by
Philippe Starck, serves as a multidisciplinary hub. The city's maritime heritage is preserved at the Itsasmuseum, situated

on the site of the former Euskalduna shipyard.
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O Guggenheim Museum Bilbao

Museum of modern and contemporary art
renowned for its innovative architecture by
Frank Gehry, featuring works by artists such
as Clyfford Still, Mark Rothko, and Richard Serra.

Lehendakari Leizaola kalea 2, 48009 Bilbao
(43.26855, -2.93383)

Mo
Tu-Su

Closed
10:00-19:30

guggenheim-bilbao.es, +34 944359000

Bilbao - Basque Autonomous Community
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Azkuna Zentroa, previously known as
Alhéndiga Bilbao, is a multi-purpose venue
located in the city of Bilbao, Spain.

Arriquibar plaza 4, 48010 Bilbao (43.25980, -2.93684)

Mo-Su 09:00-21:00

azkunazentroa.eus/az/cast/inicio, +34 944 01 40 14
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© Bilbao Fine Arts Museum

The Bilbao Fine Arts Museum is an art
museum located in the city of Bilbao, Spain.

Museo plaza 2, 48009 Bilbao (43.26559, -2.93818)

Mo
Tu-Su

museobilbao.com, +34 944396060

@ Institut francais de Bilbao

Cultural center dedicated to French language
and arts, hosting regular exhibitions, film
screenings, and creative workshops.

Campo Volantin pasealekua 23, 48007 Bilbao
(43.26714, -2.92685)

institutfrancais.es/bilbao/i, +34 944 132 000

© Llamas

Art gallery specializing in contemporary
Spanish and Basque painting and sculpture.

(43.26700, -2.93506)

@ Galeria Venus

Art gallery showcasing contemporary
painting and sculpture.

(43.25979, -2.93346)

Bilbao - Basque Autonomous Community

10:00-20:00

tripomatic.com

@ Itsasmuseum Bilbao

Located on the site of the former Euskalduna
shipyard, this museum documents Bilbao’s
maritime history through indoor exhibits

and outdoor docks featuring restored vessels and the

historic Carola crane.

Olabeaga kaia, 48014 Bilbao, Spain (43.26618, -2.94631)

itsasmuseum.eus

@ ZAWP

A creative space in the industrial
Zorrotzaurre district hosting performances,
markets, and workshops as part of an urban
revitalization project.

(43.26780, -2.96055)

@ Galeria Bay Salt

Art gallery specializing in 19th and 20th-
century Basque painting.

(43.26129, -2.93687)



https://www.museobilbao.com/
https://itsasmuseum.eus/
https://www.institutfrancais.es/bilbao/i
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