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Overview

Caracas is Venezuela's capital and largest city. It fills a long, narrow valley at about 900 m, with the green
wall of the Avila mountain on its northern side and the Caribbean just behind it. The altitude keeps the
climate warm but rarely hot, and the mountain is always in view.

The city is the birthplace of Simén Bolivar, and its colonial centre is built around his memory. It is also a
showcase of bold 20th-century design, from the UNESCO-listed university campus to public art and a
cable car up the Avila. Caracas is not an easy city to visit: crime is high, services are strained, and the
June 2026 earthquakes damaged parts of the city. It suits experienced travellers who plan with a trusted
local contact and stay two or three nights.

When to visit

January to March are the driest and sunniest months, and April is still fairly dry. Rain builds from May,
and June to October are the wettest months, with rain on most days, often as afternoon storms.
November and December are a gradual change back to the dry season. The altitude keeps days warm
and nights mild all year.

The biggest annual event is the procession of the Nazareno de San Pablo on the Wednesday of Holy
Week. Huge crowds follow the 17th-century statue of Christ from Basilica of St. Teresa through the
centre for several hours. It is the most important religious day in the city, and it usually falls in the dry
season.

DAY °C NIGHT °C

MONTH CONDITIONS avg / max avg / min
January ® Great 24°/ 26° 17°/16° Humid air - Calm winds - UV 9 (Very high)
Great for sightseeing
February @ Great 24°/27° 17°/16° Calmwinds - UV 10 (Very high)
Great for sightseeing
March ® Great 25°/28° 17°/16° Humid air - Calm winds - UV 11 (Extreme)
Great for sightseeing
April ® Great 26°/29° 18°/17° Humid air - Calm winds - UV 11 (Extreme)
Great for sightseeing
May Good 26°/29° 19°/18° Humid air - Calm winds - UV 11 (Extreme)
Good for sightseeing
June Good 26°/28° 19°/18° § 15rainy days - Humid air - Calm winds - UV 10 (Very high)
Good for sightseeing
July Good 25°/28° 19°/17° ¥ 19rainy days - Humid air - Calm winds - UV 10 (Very high)
Good for sightseeing
August Good 25°/ 29° 19°/18° ¥ 19 rainy days - Muggy, humid air - Calm winds - UV 11 (Extreme)
Good for sightseeing
September Good 26°/29° 19°/18° § 16 rainy days - Muggy, humid air - Calm winds - UV 11 (Extreme)
Good for sightseeing
October Good 25°/29° 19°/18° § 18rainy days - Muggy, humid air - Calm winds - UV 10 (Very high)
Good for sightseeing
November Good 25°/27° 19°/18° ¥ 15 rainy days - Muggy, humid air - Calm winds - UV 9 (Very high)

Good for sightseeing

December @ Great 24°/27° 18°/16° ¥ 12rainy days - Humid air - Calm winds - UV 9 (Very high)
Great for sightseeing

Best months: January, February, March, April, December

Climate data: NASA POWER (MERRA-2) - 1996-2025

Caracas - Venezuela 2/18


https://go.tripomatic.com/tripomatic/place/lDuBR8F75eyk_Jfk

ﬂ Tripomatic N
tripomatic.com

Pack a light rain jacket from May to November, and a warm layer for the top of the Avila in any month.
Top sights

The historic sights cluster around Plaza Bolivar in
the old centre. The modern sights sit a few metro
stops east, around Plaza Venezuela and Parque
Los Caobos. Visit the centre in daytime, ideally
with a local guide.
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e @ Bolivar Square is the heart of the old city, laid out in the 16th century. A statue of Simén Bolivar

horseback stands under tall trees in the middle. Just south-west of the square, @ National Capitol

houses the National Assembly, with an oval hall under a golden dome completed in 1877.

tripomatic.com

on

e @ Caracas Cathedral stands on the east side of the square. Inside, a side chapel holds the tomb of

Bolivar's parents and his wife.

e @ Birthplace of Simén Bolivar is the colonial house where Bolivar was born in 1783. It is one of the

few colonial houses left in central Caracas, and a museum next door displays his belongings.

e @ National Pantheon holds Bolivar's bronze sarcophagus in the central nave, under ceiling paintings

of his life. Other national heroes rest in the side aisles.

e @ Caracas University Campus is the university campus designed by Carlos Ratil Villanueva, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site since 2000. Look for the Covered Plaza, the murals, and the floating "Clouds" by

Alexander Calder in the Aula Magna hall. @ Botanical Garden is part of the same site.

e @ Museo de Bellas Artes is the country's main art museum, in two buildings by Villanueva beside

Parque Los Caobos. @ Museum of Contemporary Art, with works by Picasso, Bacon and Venezuelan

kinetic artists, is a short walk away.

o @ Teleférico Warairarepano climbs from Maripérez to about 2,100 m on the Avila in roughly 15
minutes. On a clear day the top gives views over the whole valley and down to the Caribbean. The
cable car has been closed since the June 2026 earthquakes while the summit is rebuilt. Check
whether it has reopened before you go.

o @ Parque del Este is the city's largest park, designed by Roberto Burle Marx, with lakes, tropical
gardens and a replica of Francisco de Miranda's ship Leander.

Caracas - Plan Your Trip

Turn the places from this guide into a real itinerary, with smart routing, time
ﬂ estimates, and everything you need for a perfect trip.

3M+ downloads - 4.6 stars - 15 years of trip planning Scan to download

App Store - Google Play the app

What to experience

A few things make a stay in Caracas different from other capitals.

Caracas - Venezuela
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* Hike on the Avila: Trails climb from the northern edge of the city into Waraira Repano Park. Since the
June 2026 earthquakes, most trails have been closed because of landslides, and Sabas Nieves, the
most popular route, reopened first. Check with Inparques, the national parks service, which trails are

open before you go. Locals hike early in the morning before the clouds come in. Go in a group or

with a guide, and bring water.

Watch a baseball game: The winter league runs from about October to January. The Leones del
Caracas play at the Estadio Monumental Simén Bolivar, and games are loud, family-friendly evenings.

Go with a local and take a pre-booked taxi back.

Spend a Sunday in El Hatillo Town: Caracas families come to this colonial village for lunch, crafts

and a slow walk around its small square.

Take a guided walk through the university's art: At Caracas University Campus, murals and

sculptures are set between the buildings and walkways. A guided daytime visit explains how art and

architecture were planned together.

Day trips

The mountains around Caracas hold cool villages and a coral island park. Go with a local driver or an
organised tour rather than on your own.

Galipan — reached by 4x4 jeeps that leave from the Cotiza area in the north of the city. This mountain
village grows flowers and has simple restaurants with views of the sea and the valley. Road access

has been restricted since the June 2026 earthquakes, so confirm it is open before you go.

Colonia Tovar — about 65 km west, 1.5-2 hours by car. German settlers from Baden founded the
village in 1843, and it still has half-timbered houses, sausages, strudel and local strawberries.

Los Roques — a short flight by light aircraft from Maiquetia airport, 128 km out to sea. This national
park of coral islands and white beaches is best as an overnight trip, and flights depend on airport

operations.

Getting there

By air: Simdn Bolivar International Airport is
at Maiquetia on the coast, about 20 km from
the centre. The Caracas-La Guaira highway
crosses the mountains to the city in 30-60
minutes, depending on traffic. The airport was
damaged in the June 2026 earthquakes and
reopened with limited commercial flights in
September 2026, so confirm your flight with
the airline. Book a transfer through your hotel
in advance.

By bus: Long-distance buses leave from
Terminal La Bandera for western and
southern routes and from Terminal de Oriente
for the east. Travel by day with an established
company, since night routes carry more risk.

Caracas - Venezuela

Getting around

* Metro: The metro is the fastest way across the

city, and it links the old centre, Plaza
Venezuela, Sabana Grande and the east. You
pay with a rechargeable SUVE card, bought
and topped up with bolivars at station ticket
windows. Fares are very low. Avoid the busiest
rush hours and keep your phone out of sight.
Taxi: Use only taxis pre-booked through your
hotel or a trusted local ride-hailing app. Do
not hail cars on the street.

On foot / cycling: The historic centre and El
Hatillo are pleasant to walk in daytime. Longer
walks between districts, and any walking after
dark, are not advisable. Cycling in traffic is not
practical.
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# WALKABILITY % CYCLING INFRASTRUCTURE
Low Low
[} [ ]
The historic centre is compact and walkable in daytime, but Heavy traffic, hills and few bike lanes make cycling impractical
security concerns make longer walks and any walking after for visitors.
dark inadvisable. Use the metro or pre-booked taxis between
districts.
Driving

¢ Is acar worth it?: No. Traffic is heavy, driving is aggressive and the security risk is high. Hire a driver
through your hotel instead, for day trips too.

¢ Parking: If you do drive, use guarded car parks (estacionamientos) and never leave anything visible in
the car.

* Fuel: Fuel supply can be irregular, with queues at some stations. Keep the tank above half full and
carry cash.
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The arepa is the everyday food of Caracas, eaten What to eat & drink
at any hour from simple areperas with dozens of

. . e . & BREAKFAST
fillings. The classic Caracas filling is the reina

. . Arepa
pepiada, chicken and avocado salad. Try a Grilled corn patty split and filled with cheese, meat, or
cachapa, a sweet corn pancake with soft cheese, beans; eaten at almost any meal.

and finish with a strong guayoyo or marron coffee.
. SNACKS & STREET FOOD
For dinner, most good restaurants cluster in Las

Cachapa
Mercedes and the eastern districts. El Hatillo A soft, sweet corn pancake folded around soft white
Town has relaxed restaurants and bakeries for a cheese.
weekend lunch. Many restaurants price in US Tequefios

Fried cheese sticks wrapped in dough, a staple at parties

dollars and expect cash, so check how to pay and gatherings.

before you order.
& SWEETS & DESSERTS

Quesillo
A dense Venezuelan caramel custard, similar to flan.

Y DRINKS

Papelén con limén
A non-alcoholic drink of unrefined cane sugar (papeldn)
and lime juice, served cold.

Ron venezolano

Venezuelan aged rum, considered among the best in the
world; Diploméatico and Santa Teresa are well-known
labels.

& SIGNATURE DISHES

Pabelléon Criollo
Venezuela's national dish: shredded beef, black beans,
rice, and fried sweet plantain.

Hallaca

A cornmeal dough filled with meat stew, wrapped and
steamed in banana leaves, traditionally eaten at
Christmas.

Caracas - Plan Your Trip

Turn the places from this guide into a real itinerary, with smart routing, time
ﬁ estimates, and everything you need for a perfect trip.

3M+ downloads - 4.6 stars - 15 years of trip planning Scan to download

App Store - Google Play the app
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Safety & health

Caracas has high levels of violent crime, and you need to plan more carefully here than in most capitals.
As of September 2026, the UK advises against all but essential travel to Venezuela, including Caracas,
and the US advises travellers to reconsider travel. Read your own government's advice before you book.

¢ Crime: Armed robbery, mugging and car theft happen, sometimes with violence. Do not resist, carry
little, and keep phones and jewellery out of sight.

¢ Airport and taxis: Be especially careful on the airport road, above all at night. Arrange your airport
transfer in advance, and do not accept offers of transport in the arrivals hall.

* At night: Stay off the streets after dark, including in the centre, and use pre-booked transport.

¢ Demonstrations: Avoid political rallies and crowds, which can turn violent.

* Earthquake damage: The June 2026 earthquakes badly damaged parts of Caracas, especially in
Chacao around Altamira and Los Palos Grandes. Stay away from damaged buildings and follow local
instructions.

* Power and water: Power and water cuts happen. Carry a power bank and a torch, and drink only
bottled or filtered water.

History

Diego de Losada founded the city on 25 July 1567 as Santiago de Ledn de Caracas, and laid it out around
today's Bolivar Square. For two centuries it was a small colonial town of red-tiled roofs under the Avila.

Caracas led Venezuela's break from Spain. The movement began here on 19 April 1810, and
independence was declared on 5 July 1811. Simén Bolivar, born in 1783 at Birthplace of Simén Bolivar,
went on to free much of South America. In 1813 he received the title "Liberator" at Saint Francis's
Church, and his remains now lie in National Pantheon.

In the 1870s President Antonio Guzmdn Blanco rebuilt the centre with National Capitol and other grand

buildings. Oil wealth in the 20th century paid for highways, towers, Caracas University Campus and the
Avila cable car, opened in 1955. Earthquakes have shaped the city too, most recently in June 2026, and

parts of the east are still rebuilding.

Country facts

Quick practical facts for Venezuela at a glance:

O CURRENCY % EMERGENCY 4 ELECTRICITY

VES Bs.S 911 .

Type A/ Type B
120V - 60 Hz

@ LANGUAGES @& TAP WATER

Spanish Not safe to drink
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Caracas showcases a blend of colonial history and mid-century modernism against the Avila mountain range. The historic
center features the 17th-century Caracas Cathedral and the National Pantheon, the final resting place of Simén Bolivar.
Architectural highlights include the UNESCO-listed Central University of Venezuela and the brutalist Teresa Carrefio
Theatre. Beyond the urban core, the restored colonial village of El Hatillo offers traditional architecture, while PDVSA La
Estancia and Caricuao Zoo provide significant green spaces and cultural venues for the city.
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@ National Panthenon @ Bolivar Square

The National Pantheon of Venezuela is a final
resting place for national heroes.

Bolivar Square in Caracas is one of the
most important and recognized Venezuelan
public spaces.

Avenida Oeste 13, 1010 Caracas (10.51307, -66.91255)

(10.50600, -66.91463)
Tu-Su 09:00-16:30

caracas.gob.ve/alcaldiaDeCCS/submit-an-article..., +58-212-

Caracas - Venezuela 9/18
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The Teresa Carrefio Cultural Complex, also o The Caracas Cathedral or Metropolitan
known as Teresa Carrefio Theatre, is the L i Cathedral of Saint Anne is the seat of the

most important theatre of Caracas and Roman Catholic Metropolitan archdiocese

Venezuela, where... of Caracas,...

Av. Sur 25, 1010 Caracas (10.49904, -66.89794) Avenida Sur, Caracas, Venezuela (10.50605, -66.91372)
teatroteresacarreno.gob.ve, +58 212 5749122 Mo-Su sunrise-sunset

caracas.gob.ve/alcaldiaDeCCS/submit-an-article/sitios-tur...

@ El Hatillo Town

@ Caracas University Campus

The Central University of Venezuela El Hatillo Municipality is an administrative
is a public university located in division of the State of Miranda, Venezuela;
Caracas, Venezuela. along with Baruta, Chacao, Libertador

and Sucre,...

(Unnamed Road), Caracas, Venezuela (10.49016, -66.89159)
Calle Bolivar, Baruta, Venezuela (10.42366, -66.82583)

Mo-Fr 06:00-21:00
Sa-Su 07:00-17:00
ucv.ve
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@ Caricuao Zoo

Parque Zooldgico Caricuao is a zoo in
Caracas, Venezuela in the Parish of Caricuao
located in the southwest region of the city.

Av. Principal de La Hacienda, 1000 Caracas
(10.43076, -66.96751)

Tu-Su

09:00-16:30

infoinparques.com.ve/inparques/, +58-212-4312045

Caracas - Venezuela
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@ La Estancia Arts Centre

Set in a restored 18th-century coffee
plantation house, this cultural center
features botanical gardens and rotating art
exhibitions. It hosts free concerts and workshops amidst
preserved colonial architecture and lush outdoor spaces.

Av. Santa Ana, 1060 Caracas (10.49456, -66.84671)

Tu-Fr
Sa-Su

09:00-19:00
10:00-18:00

pdvsalaestancia.com, 0800-7436272

11718
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Caracas Culture & History

Explore the historical core and artistic landscape of Venezuela's capital. This selection features the 17th-century birthplace
of Simén Bolivar and the National Pantheon, the final resting place of the country's heroes. The city’s architectural
evolution is visible in the colonial-era Colonial Art Museum, the neoclassical Basilica of St. Teresa, and the modernist
Walkway of the Heroes. Cultural institutions like the National Art Gallery and the Museum of Contemporary Art showcase
centuries of creative expression, while the Carlos Cruz Diez Museum focuses on modern printmaking and design.
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@ Birthplace of Simén Bolivar

© National Panthenon

The Birthplace of Simén Bolivar is a
seventeenth-century house in the
Venezuelan capital city Caracas where the

The National Pantheon of Venezuela is a final
resting place for national heroes.

Avenida Oeste 13, 1010 Caracas (10.51307, -66.91255)
hero of Venezuelan and...

Avenida Sur 1, 1010 Caracas, VE (10.50472, -66.91361) Tu-su 09:00-16:30

caracas.gob.ve/alcaldiaDeCCS/submit-an-article..., +58-212-
Mo-Fr 09:00-16:00

Sa-Su 10:00-16:00

caracas.gob.ve/alcaldiaDeCCS/submit-an-article/sitios-tur...

Caracas - Venezuela 12718
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© Walkway of the Heroes

Modernist independence monument
complex and promenade featuring grand
statues, monoliths, and fountains. This

national historical monument serves as a recreational area
and a ceremonial venue for military parades.

Paseo de Los Prdoceres, Venezuela (10.47110, -66.89791)

+584168324518

| ... g
@ Caracas Cathedral

The Caracas Cathedral or Metropolitan
Cathedral of Saint Anne is the seat of the
Roman Catholic Metropolitan archdiocese
of Caracas,...

Avenida Sur, Caracas, Venezuela (10.50605, -66.91372)

Mo-Su sunrise-sunset

caracas.gob.ve/alcaldiaDeCCS/submit-an-article/sitios-tur...

Caracas - Venezuela
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© Colonial Art Museum
Historic colonial residence and national
monument housing a collection of art and
artifacts from the Hispanic period in

Venezuela. The site includes an amphitheater and
preserves cultural manifestations from the era.

Avenida Pantedn, Caracas (10.51207, -66.89923)

Mo-Fr 09:00-16:00

quintadeanauco.org.ve

@ Museo de Bellas Artes

The Museum of Fine Arts is an art museum
in Caracas, Venezuela. It was founded in
1917, and was originally housed in the
building now known...

Caracas, Venezuela (10.50032, -66.89620)

09:00-17:00
10:00-17:00

Mo-Fr
Sa-Su

fmn.gob.ve/museos/galeria-arte-nacio... , +58 212-5768707

13718
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@ Basilica of St. Teresa

Neoclassical minor basilica and National
Historic Monument formed by two churches

joined by a central dome. It houses a
venerated 17th-century statue and serves as a major
center for religious devotion and cultural events.

Avenida Oeste 8, Caracas 1014, A, Venezuela
(10.50174, -66.91546)

© National Art Gallery

The National Art Gallery also known as
Gallery of National Art is located in the Plaza
Morelos area of Caracas, Venezuela.

Avenida México, 1010 Caracas (10.50085, -66.90268)

09:00-17:00
10:00-17:00

Tu-Fr
Sa-Su

Caracas - Venezuela

@ Museum of Contemporary
Art

Caracas Museum of Contemporary Art is a

museum of modern art located in the Parque
Central Complex in Caracas, Venezuela.

Avenida Lecuna, 1010 Caracas (10.49855, -66.89965)

Tu-Su 09:00-17:00, 10:00-17:00

macsi.org/maccsi/, +582125738289;+582125730075

@ Carlos Cruz Diez Museum

Modern art museum dedicated to
printmaking and design, featuring a
collection of approximately 2,500 pieces.

Av. Bolivar, 1010 Caracas (10.50033, -66.90775)

08:30-17:00

Mo-Fr

14718
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Art & Culture
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Caracas is home to a concentrated district of world-class institutions, primarily centered around Plaza Morelos and the
Parque Central Complex. This collection includes the iconic Teresa Carrefio Theatre and the National Art Gallery, which
showcases Venezuelan masterpieces. History enthusiasts can explore colonial artifacts at Quinta de Anauco or the
modernist monuments of the Walkway of the Heroes. The city’s dedication to modernism is further highlighted at the
Museum of Contemporary Art and the Carlos Cruz Diez Museum, which features extensive collections dedicated to
printmaking and kinetic design.
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O Walkway of the Heroes

Modernist independence monument
complex and promenade featuring grand

The Teresa Carrefio Cultural Complex, also

known as Teresa Carrefio Theatre, is the

most important theatre of Caracas and statues, monoliths, and fountains. This

Venezuela, where... national historical monument serves as a recreational area
and a ceremonial venue for military parades.

Av. Sur 25, 1010 Caracas (10.49904, -66.89794)

Paseo de Los Préceres, Venezuela (10.47110, -66.89791)
teatroteresacarreno.gob.ve, +58 212 5749122

+584168324518
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© Museo de Bellas Artes

Historic colonial residence and national The Museum of Fine Arts is an art museum
monument housing a collection of art and in Caracas, Venezuela. It was founded in
artifacts from the Hispanic period in 1917, and was originally housed in the
Venezuela. The site includes an amphitheater and building now known...

preserves cultural manifestations from the era.

© Colonial Art Museum

Caracas, Venezuela (10.50032, -66.89620)
Avenida Pantedn, Caracas (10.51207, -66.89923)

Mo-Fr 09:00-17:00
Mo-Fr 09:00-16:00  Sa-Su 10:00-17:00
quintadeanauco.org.ve fmn.gob.ve/museos/galeria-arte-nacio... , +58 212-5768707

@ National Art Gallery

The National Art Gallery also known as
Gallery of National Art is located in the Plaza

G Museum of Contemporary
Art
Caracas Museum of Contemporary Art is a

museum of modern art located in the Morelos area of Caracas, Venezuela.

Parque Central Complex in Caracas, Venezuela.

Avenida México, 1010 Caracas (10.50085, -66.90268)

Avenida Lecuna, 1010 Caracas (10.49855, -66.89965) Tu-Fr 09:00-17:00

Tu-Su 09:00-17:00, 10:00-17:00  Sa-Su 10:00-17:00
macsi.org/maccsi/, +582125738289;+582125730075
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ﬂ Tripomatic

tripomatic.com

@ Carlos Cruz Diez Museum
Modern art museum dedicated to
printmaking and design, featuring a
collection of approximately 2,500 pieces.

Av. Bolivar, 1010 Caracas (10.50033, -66.90775)

Mo-Fr 08:30-17:00
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