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Overview

Kaunas is Lithuania's second-largest city, built where the Nemunas and Neris rivers meet. For two
decades between the world wars it served as the country's temporary capital, and the architects who
worked here left one of Europe's largest collections of Art Deco and early modernist buildings,
recognised by UNESCO in 2023.

Today Kaunas has the relaxed pace of a big university town rather than a capital. Vytautas Magnus
University fills the streets around Laisvés aléja with students, and the compact Old Town sits an easy
walk from the modernist New Town. The painter and composer M. K. Ciurlionis is closely tied to the city;
its main art museum carries his name and holds the largest collection of his work. Kaunas suits a
traveler who wants substantial history and architecture without the crowds of Vilnius.

When to visit

Spring and autumn are mild, summer is warm with long daylight hours, and winter is cold with regular
snow. Plan around Kaunas Jazz, one of Eastern Europe's oldest jazz festivals, held every April with
concerts across the city's historic venues.

DAY °C NIGHT °C
MONTH CONDITIONS avg / max avg/ min
January ® Poor -3°/5° -8°/-20° ¥ 14rainy days - Dry air
Poor for sightseeing Feels like -8°
February @ Poor -1°/6°  -7°/-20° ¥ 12rainy days - Dry air
Poor for sightseeing Feels like -6°
March ® Poor 5¢/13° -3°/-12° Dryair
Poor for sightseeing Feels like 0°
April Good 12°/21° 2°/-4° Dry air - Calm winds
Good for cycling Feels like 9°
May Good 18°/25° 7°/0° § 13rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Good for cycling
June Good 21°/28° 11°/6° ¥ 15rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Good for sightseeing
July Good 23°/29° 14°/9° § 17 rainy days - Calm winds
Good for sightseeing
August @ Great 23°/28° 13°/8° § 14rainy days - Calm winds
Great for sightseeing
September @ Great 18°/25° 9°/3° Dryair - Calm winds
Great for cycling
October o Fair 11°/18° 4°/-3° § 13rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Fair for cycling Feels like 8°
November @ Poor 4°/10° 0°/-7° § 13rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Poor for sightseeing Feels like 0°
December @ Poor -1°/6°  -5°/-17° § 14rainy days - Dry air

Poor for sightseeing Feels like -5°

Best months: August
Climate data: NASA POWER (MERRA-2) - 1996-2025

Summer brings the driest, warmest days for walking the Old Town; a December visit adds a Christmas
market to the mix.
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Top sights
O Kaunas Castle is the oldest stone castle in ! iy i U
Lithuania and marks the point where the city's
story begins; only one round tower and a stretch

Q@

of wall survive from the original medieval
fortress. —

Walk from the castle into the Old Town and @

Town Hall of Kaunas anchors the main square

with its long white facade, nicknamed the "White P
Swan." Just off the square, @ Kaunas Cathedral

Basilica is Lithuania's largest Gothic church, 2 @
rebuilt many times over six centuries. @ Kaunas

Nearby, @ Vytautas Magnus Church is one of the
oldest brick buildings in the country, founded by
Grand Duke Vytautas the Great around 1400. |

‘©

For a deeper look at the 20th century, @ Vytautas
the Great War Museum covers Lithuanian military
history from medieval times through both world IR ol
wars, and @ Ninth Fort confronts the darkest o

chapter: a former Tsarist fort turned Nazi and

Soviet execution site, now a memorial and

museum.

Art lovers should visit @ M. K. Ciurlionis National
Art Museum, home to the country's largest
collection of work by the painter and composer
M. K. Ciurlionis.

A short drive from the centre, @ PaZaislis
Monastery is one of the largest Baroque
monastery complexes in the Baltics, still home to
a working convent.

Kaunas - Plan Your Trip

Turn the places from this guide into a real itinerary, with smart routing, time
ﬂ estimates, and everything you need for a perfect trip.

3M+ downloads - 4.6 stars - 15 years of trip planning Scan to download

App Store - Google Play the app
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What to experience

* Ride both of Kaunas's historic funiculars — Zaliakalnis Funicular and Aleksotas Funicular — built in
the 1930s and among the oldest still running in Europe.

 Catch a game at Zalgirio Arena, home of Zalgiris Kaunas. Basketball is Lithuania's national sport, and
a match here is loud and full of local pride.

e Walk or cycle out to Nemuno ir Neries santaka, where the Nemunas and Neris rivers meet, and watch
the two currents run side by side before mixing.

* On awarm day, join locals at one of the sandy river beaches along the Nemunas for a swim.

Day trips g 15, A
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Kaunas sits at the heart of Lithuania, so several o2 Zove
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worthwhile trips are within easy reach.
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* Rumsiskés Open-Air Museum — =25 min by AN e
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car or bus. Lithuania's largest open-air
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museum, with farmsteads and windmills
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¢ Nemunas Loops Regional Park — =30 min S 4
Kruoni@HAE tv d " Elektrénai

by car. Viewpoints over dramatic bends in the
) _pletiranlymarios
Nemunas River, best at sunset. A

Vilnius
i, Skaists
Lentvaris

e @ Birstonas — =45 min by car or bus. A small
spa town built around mineral-water springs,

Aukstadvaris

with walking paths along the river.
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e @ Vilnius — =1 h by train. Lithuania's capital,

Baltoji Voke

with its own UNESCO-listed Old Town.
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* Trakai — =1.5-2 h by car or bus, often via
Vilnius. A red-brick island castle on Lake Galve,
one of Lithuania's most photographed sights.

2, Dz
Nemunaitis
elligis
Varéna

© OpenStreetMap contributors, ESA WorldCover, Mapzen

Where to explore

BirStonas is the closest resort town, known for its mineral-water spas and a wide bend in the Nemunas
River. It makes an easy half-day trip or a relaxed overnight stay outside the city.

Getting there

* By air: Kaunas Airport (KUN) is Lithuania's main budget-airline hub, about 14 km north of the centre.
Bus 29 reaches the centre and railway station in around 30-40 minutes.

e By train: Kaunas railway station has frequent trains to Vilnius (around 1 hour).

* By bus: the Kaunas bus station has long-distance coaches to Vilnius, Klaipéda on the coast, Riga, and
Warsaw — the bus is faster than the train for reaching the coast.

Kaunas - Lithuania 4/19
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Getting around

¢ Public transit: an extensive bus and
trolleybus network covers the city. Tap a
contactless bank card or phone directly on the
validator when boarding, or buy a ticket
through the Ziogas app.

¢ Taxi / ride-hailing: Bolt operates throughout
the city.

¢ On foot / cycling: the Old Town and Freedom
Avenue corridor are flat and easy to cover on
foot; the hillside Zaliakalnis district is best
reached by one of the city's two historic
funiculars rather than on foot.

Getting around on foot & by bike

# WALKABILITY &% CYCLING INFRASTRUCTURE
High Moderate
D ;GED aED D aED
The Old Town and Freedom Avenue corridor are flat and Riverside paths along the Nemunas are pleasant for cycling,
compact. The hillside Zaliakalnis district is best reached by one though the city's dedicated bike-lane network is still limited
of the city's two historic funiculars rather than on foot. outside the centre.

Driving

¢ Is acar worth it?: skip it for the city centre — the Old Town and Freedom Avenue are easily walkable
— but a car is useful for reaching Pazaislis, Rumsiskés, or the Nemunas Loops in a single day.

¢ Parking: the centre has paid parking zones, payable by SMS or a mobile app; multi-storey car parks
sit just outside the pedestrian core.

Kaunas - Lithuania 5/19
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Food & drink

Kaunas's café and restaurant scene clusters along What to eat & drink
Laisvés aléja and around Rotusés aiksté in the Old
Town, where outdoor terraces fill up on warm

= LUNCH

Cold Beet Soup - Saltibari¢iai

evenings. This is the easiest place tofind a gOOd A bright pink, chilled beet and buttermilk soup, usually
meal without seeking out a specific address. served with warm boiled potatoes in summer.
?{ DINNER

Zeppelins - Cepelinai

Large potato dumplings stuffed with minced meat or
curd cheese, served with sour cream and bacon bits,
Lithuania's national dish.

Potato Pudding - Kugelis
A dense, baked grated-potato casserole, often with
bacon, a staple of Lithuanian home cooking.

a» SNACKS & STREET FOOD

Dark Rye Bread - Juoda duona
Hearty sourdough rye bread that accompanies nearly
every meal.

Curd Cheese - Varske
Fresh farmer's cheese eaten plain, sweetened, or baked
into pastries.

g SWEETS & DESSERTS

Sakotis
A distinctive spit cake with spiky branch-like edges,
traditionally served at weddings and holidays.

Y DRINKS

Mead - Midus
A honey-based fermented drink with roots in Lithuania's
pre-Christian traditions.

Kaunas - Plan Your Trip

Turn the places from this guide into a real itinerary, with smart routing, time
ﬁ estimates, and everything you need for a perfect trip.

3M+ downloads - 4.6 stars - 15 years of trip planning Scan to download

App Store - Google Play the app

Safety & health

Kaunas is a safe city for travelers, with low rates of violent crime. Take the usual precautions against
pickpocketing in crowded spots like the bus and train stations and around Laisvés aléja on weekend

Kaunas - Lithuania 6/19
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nights.

History

Grand Duke Vytautas the Great founded Vytautas Magnus Church around 1400 in thanks for surviving the
disastrous Battle of the Vorskla River, and the church remains one of the oldest brick buildings in
Lithuania.

Kaunas's defining chapter came between the world wars, when Vilnius fell under Polish control and
Kaunas served as Lithuania's temporary capital from 1920 to 1939. The city gained embassies,
government buildings, and hundreds of new structures in the Art Deco and early modernist styles that
still line Laisvés aléja and the streets around it — inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2023
as "Modernist Kaunas: Architecture of Optimism, 1919-1939."

That same period produced one of the era's great acts of humanity: in 1940, Japanese vice-consul Chiune
Sugihara worked from House of Chiune Sugihara to issue thousands of transit visas to Jewish refugees
fleeing the Nazis, defying orders from Tokyo.

The following years were far darker. Ninth Fort, originally built as a Tsarist-era fortress, became a mass
execution site under Nazi occupation and later a Soviet prison — a history the museum there confronts
directly.

Country facts

Quick practical facts for Lithuania at a glance:

@ CURRENCY 3k EMERGENCY 4 ELECTRICITY

EUR € 112
© ©

Type C/ Type F
230V :-50Hz

@ LANGUAGES & TAP WATER

Lithuanian Safe to drink

Kaunas - Lithuania 7/19
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Kauno miesto savivaldybé Essentials

Kaunas serves as a living museum of 20th-century history and Baltic heritage. This selection highlights the city’s defensive
past at the medieval Kaunas Castle and the Ninth Fort memorial. Architectural landmarks range from the Gothic House

of Perkiinas and the Baroque PaZaislis Monastery to the white 'Swan' Town Hall. Visitors can explore the legacy of Chiune
Sugihara, the symbolism of the world's only Devil Museum, and panoramic views from the historic funiculars and the
river confluence.
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@ Pazaislis Monastery

@ The Ninth Fort Museum and
Memorial PaZaislis Monastery and the Church of the

Visitation form the largest monastery

The Ninth Fort is a stronghold in the

northern part of Silainiai elderate, complex in Lithuania, and the most
Kaunas, Lithuania. renowned example of...
75 iemaiéiq plentas, Kaunas 47435, Lithuania T. Masiulio g. 31, 52436 Kaunas (54.87638, 24.02157)

(54.94558, 23.87100) - .
pazaislis.org/lankytojams

Apr 01-Oct 31 Mo-Su 10:00-18:00
Nov 01-Mar 31 We-Su 10:00-16:00

9fortomuziejus.lt, (8 ~37) 37 77 50

Kaunas - Lithuania 8/19
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© Kaunas Castle

Kaunas Castle is a medieval castle in Kaunas,
the second-largest city in Lithuania.

Pilies g. 17, 44322 Kaunas (54.89886, 23.88528)

Tu-Fr

10:00-18:00
Sa 10:00-17:00

kaunomuziejus.It, +370 37208 220

4~

T -

@ M. K. Ciurlionis National Art
Museum

The M. K. Ciurlionis National Art Museum
is a group of museums based in
Kaunas, Lithuania.

K. Donelaicio g. 64, 44248 Kaunas (54.90026, 23.91202)

Tu-Su 11:00-17:00

ciurlionis.It, +370 37 229 475

Kaunas - Lithuania

tripomatic.com

y L

S -

© Town Hall of Kaunas

The Town Hall of Kaunas stands in the
middle of the Town Hall Square at the heart
of the Old Town, Kaunas, Lithuania.The
structure dates...

RotuSés a. 15, 44279 Kaunas (54.89682, 23.88606)

S through ALyl Sirarany
.Cum¢5?m oﬁl«’;,ﬂt

~_lands’ coionits ). i
— o ) 1940 Vi 22
U Japon & Kaunss. :

The former Japanese consulate where
diplomat Chiune Sugihara issued transit
visas to thousands of Jewish refugees during
WWIL. The museum preserves his office and details his
humanitarian efforts in Kaunas.

Vaizganto g. 30, Kaunas (54.89263, 23.93306)

Mo-Fr 11:00-15:00

sugiharahouse.com/It

9/19
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@ St. Michael the Archangel
Church

St. Michael the Archangel's Church or the

© Museum of Devils

Zmuidzinavi¢ius Museum, also known as the
Devil Museum, is a museum in Kaunas,

Lithuania, dedicated to collecting and Garrison Church is a Roman Catholic church
exhibiting sculptures.. in the city of Kaunas, Lithuania, closing the...
V. Putvinskio g. 64, 44211 Kaunas (54.90088, 23.91056) Nepriklausomybeés a., 44240 Kaunas, Lithuania
Tu-We 11:00-17:00 (54.89699, 23.92134)

Th 11:00-19:00

Fr-Su 11:00-17:00

visit.kaunas.lt/It/aplankykite/top/a-zmui..., +370 37 221 587

@ Kaunas Cathedral Basilica of
apostles St. Peter and St. Paul

in Kaunas, Lithuania. Built in 1931, it is faz 70 Cathedral Basilica of apostles St. Peter
the oldest funicular in Lithuania and is and St.

among the...

1 Vilniaus gatvé, Kaunas 44281, Lithuania
23 Zemaiciy gatvé, Kaunas 44174, Lithuania (54.89721, 23.88900)

(54.90138, 23.91784)

Kaunas - Lithuania 10719
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Q@ Aleksotas viewpoint @ Nemuno ir Neries santaka

Situated on a hill across the Nemunas River,
this platform offers panoramic views of

The scenic meeting point of Lithuania’s two
largest rivers, the Nemunas and the Neris.

Kaunas Old Town and the Town Hall. It is Located at the western tip of the Old Town,
accessible by the historic 1935 Aleksotas Funicular. this park features an altar for pagan rituals and the
landmark Pope’s Hill.

5 V. Cepinskio gatvé, Kaunas 46257, Lithuania
(54.89155, 23.88651) 46005, Lithuania (54.89969, 23.87304)

@® House of Perkunas
The House of Perkinas is one of the most

original and Gothic secular buildings, located
in the Old Town of Kaunas, Lithuania.

Aleksoto g. 6, Kaunas (54.89561, 23.88641)

Mo-Fr 10:00-16:30
perkunonamas.lt, +370 641 44614

Kaunas - Lithuania 11719
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Kaunas offers a collection of unconventional sites beyond its main streets. The Ninth Fort stands as a haunting WWII
stronghold and memorial, while the Museum of Devils showcases thousands of sculptures collected by artist Antanas
Zmuidzinavicius. In the Old Town, a 16th-century building houses the Museum of History of Lithuanian Medicine and
Pharmacy, featuring authentic apothecary exhibits. Visitors can also explore the Gothic-Renaissance architecture of

Raudondvaris Castle or visit the Kaunas Museum for the Blind, the first sensory-focused museum in the Baltic States.

Raudon ,o

Silelis ROMAINIAT

of. Lampédis

LAMPEDZIAL

naligkiai

k2 0penStreetMap contributors, Mapzen Akademija

@ The Ninth Fort Museum and
Memorial
The Ninth Fort is a stronghold in the

northern part of Silainiai elderate,
Kaunas, Lithuania.

75 2emaiéiq plentas, Kaunas 47435, Lithuania
(54.94558, 23.87100)

Apr 01-Oct 31 Mo-Su
Nov 01-Mar 31 We-Su

10:00-18:00
10:00-16:00

9fortomuziejus.lt, (8 ~37) 37 77 50

Kaunas - Lithuania
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© Museum of Devils

Zmuidzinavicius Museum, also known as the
Devil Museum, is a museum in Kaunas,
Lithuania, dedicated to collecting and
exhibiting sculptures...

V. Putvinskio g. 64, 44211 Kaunas (54.90088, 23.91056)

Tu-We 11:00-17:00
Th 11:00-19:00
Fr-Su 11:00-17:00

visit.kaunas.|t/It/aplankykite/top/a-zmui..., +370 37 221 587

12719


http://www.9fortomuziejus.lt/
https://visit.kaunas.lt/lt/aplankykite/top/a-zmuidzinaviciaus-kuriniu-ir-rinkiniu-muziejus-velniu-ekspozicija/

ﬁ Tripomatic

tripomatic.com

© Raudondvaris

Castle

Raudondvaris Castle, also referred to as
Raudondvaris Manor, is a Gothic-Renaissance

© Museum of History of
Lithuanian Medicine and
Pharmacy

gentry residence, located in the eponymous The Museum of the History of Lithuanian

Medicine and Pharmacy is located in a restored 16th-
Pilies tak. 1, 54127 Raudondvaris (54.94332, 23.78459) century building at the Town Hall Square in the...

town of...

28 Rotuseés aiksté, Kaunas 44279, Lithuania
(54.89718, 23.88758)

raudondvariodvaras.lt

@ Kaunas Museum for the
Blind
The Kaunas Museum for the Blind in Kaunas,

Lithuania opened in 2005. It was the first
museum for the blind in the Baltic States and one of...

Nepriklausomybés a. 14, Kaunas 44320, Lithuania
(54.89684, 23.92098)

+37037 2266 76

Kaunas - Lithuania 13719
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Kaunas showcases a complex history through its diverse museums. The Ninth Fort and Sugihara House provide poignant
insights into WWII and the Holocaust, while the Atomic Bunker and the secret 'ab' printing house document the Soviet

occupation. For art and culture, the M. K. Ciurlionis National Art Museum houses Lithuania’s most famous works, and the
unique Devil Museum displays a vast collection of sculptures. Specialized sites like the Historical Presidential Palace and

the Gothic House of Perkdnas highlight the city’s architectural and political heritage.

erginé

Akademija

C OpenStreetMap contributors, Mapzen
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@ The Ninth Fort Museum and
Memorial

The Ninth Fort is a stronghold in the
northern part of Silainiai elderate,

Kaunas, Lithuania.

75 iemaiéiq plentas, Kaunas 47435, Lithuania
(54.94558, 23.87100)

Apr 01-Oct 31 Mo-Su
Nov 01-Mar 31 We-Su

10:00-18:00
10:00-16:00

9fortomuziejus.lt, (8 ~37) 37 77 50

Kaunas - Lithuania

O M. K. Ciurlionis National Art
Museum

The M. K. Ciurlionis National Art Museum
is a group of museums based in
Kaunas, Lithuania.

K. Donelaicio g. 64, 44248 Kaunas (54.90026, 23.91202)

Tu-Su 11:00-17:00

ciurlionis.lt, +370 37 229 475

14719
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() House of Chiune Suglhara

The former Japanese consulate where
diplomat Chiune Sugihara issued 'Visas for
Life' to thousands of Jewish refugees during
WWIIL. The museum preserves his office and documents his
humanitarian efforts.

Vaizganto g. 30, Kaunas (54.89263, 23.93306)

Mo-Fr 11:00-15:00

sugiharahouse.com/It

TR
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© Vytautas the Great War
Museum

One of Lithuania's oldest museums,
documenting military history from ancient
times to the modern era. The complex includes a carillon
tower and a memorial courtyard with an eternal flame for
independence fighters.

K. Donelaicio g. 64, 44248 Kaunas (54.89995, 23.91200)

muziejai.lt/kaunas/karo_muziejus.htm, +370 37 320 765

N
3-

© Museum of Devils

Zmuidzinavicius Museum, also known as the
Devil Museum, is a museum in Kaunas,
Lithuania, dedicated to collecting and
exhibiting sculptures...

V. Putvinskio g. 64, 44211 Kaunas (54.90088, 23.91056)

Tu-We 11:00-17:00
Th 11:00-19:00
Fr-Su 11:00-17:00

visit.kaunas.It/It/aplankykite/top/a-zmui..., +370 37 221 587

Kaunas - Lithuania

@ House of Perkunas

The House of Perkinas is one of the most
original and Gothic secular buildings, located
in the Old Town of Kaunas, Lithuania.

Aleksoto g. 6, Kaunas (54.89561, 23.88641)

Mo-Fr

10:00-16:30

perkunonamas.lt, +370 641 44614
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https://www.sugiharahouse.com/lt
https://www.muziejai.lt/kaunas/karo_muziejus.htm
https://visit.kaunas.lt/lt/aplankykite/top/a-zmuidzinaviciaus-kuriniu-ir-rinkiniu-muziejus-velniu-ekspozicija/
https://www.perkunonamas.lt/
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@ Historical Presidential
Palace, Kaunas
The Historical Presidential Palace is a Neo-

baroque building in the Old Town of Kaunas,
Lithuania that served as the Presidential Palace...

Vilniaus g. 33, 44290 Kaunas (54.89755, 23.89745)

Tu-We 11:00-17:00
Th 11:00-19:00
Fr-Su 11:00-17:00

istorineprezidentura.lt, +370 37 320 589

T

© Atominis bunkeris

A private museum located in a former Soviet
civil defense bunker. It displays a vast

collection of Cold War-era artifacts, including
KGB surveillance devices, gas masks, and radiation meters.

Raudondvario pl. 164A, Kaunas (54.91393, 23.84211)

atominisbunkeris.lIt

Kaunas - Lithuania

tripomatic.com

@ Museum of History of
Lithuanian Medicine and
Pharmacy

The Museum of the History of Lithuanian
Medicine and Pharmacy is located in a restored 16th-
century building at the Town Hall Square in the...

28 Rotuseés aiksté, Kaunas 44279, Lithuania
(54.89718, 23.88758)

@ National Theater of Drama in
Kaunas
The National Kaunas Drama Theatre,

formerly Kaunas State Drama Theatre, is a
theatre and theatre company in Kaunas, Lithuania.

Laisvés al. 71, 44304 Kaunas (54.89687, 23.91074)
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https://www.istorineprezidentura.lt/
https://www.atominisbunkeris.lt/
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Q@ Povilas Stulga Museum of
Lithuanian Folk Instruments

The Povilas Stulga Museum of Lithuanian
Folk Instruments is located in the Old Town
of Kaunas, Lithuania.

L. Zamenhofo g. 12, 44287 Kaunas (54.89571, 23.89310)

Tu-Fr 10:00-18:00
Sa 10:00-17:00

kaunomuziejus.It/tautines_muzikos_sky... , +370 694 20 643

@ Tadas Ivanauskas Zoological
Museum

The Tadas Ivanauskas Zoological Museum is
a museum of zoology, established in Kaunas,
Lithuania, in 1919 by Tadas Ivanauskas.

Laisvés al. 106, 44253 Kaunas (54.89823, 23.90394)

Tu-Su 10:00-18:00

zoomuziejus.It, +370 37 229 675
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O Kaunas State Musical
Theatre

The Kaunas State Musical Theatre, formerly
Kaunas City Theatre, is a theatre in
Kaunas, Lithuania.

Laisveés al. 91, 44297 Kaunas (54.89643, 23.90619)

muzikinisteatras.lt, (8-37) 200933

O Museum of Aviation
The Lithuanian Aviation Museum is located

in Kaunas, Lithuania. The museum was
officially opened in 1983.

Veiveriy g. 132, Kaunas (54.87797, 23.89041)

Mo-Fr

09:00-17:00

lam.It, +370 37 295 547

17719


https://kaunomuziejus.lt/tautines_muzikos_skyrius/
https://www.muzikinisteatras.lt/
https://www.zoomuziejus.lt/
https://www.lam.lt/
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@ Pogrindzio spaustuve-
muziejus ,, ab"

A secret underground printing house
established during the Soviet occupation.
Hidden beneath a greenhouse, it operated from 1981 to
1990, producing illegal patriotic and religious literature for
the anti-Soviet resistance.

Spaustuves g. 2, 54376 Saliai (54.95947, 23.92237)

Tu-Sa 10:00-17:00
muziejai.lt/kaunas/spaustuve_ab.htm, +370 37 553 249

Kaunas - Lithuania

tripomatic.com
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