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Overview

Minsk is Belarus's capital and by far its largest city, home to nearly two million people. Almost nothing in
the center predates the Second World War: German occupation destroyed most of the old city. It was
rebuilt from the late 1940s onward as a showcase of Soviet urban planning. The result is a capital unlike
most others in Europe: wide avenues, monumental squares, and rows of matching Stalinist-era
buildings, all unusually clean and orderly.

A handful of older buildings survive here and there, especially along the Svisloch River in the Upper
Town and Trinity Suburb. A visit here suits travelers curious about 20th-century history and Soviet
architecture as much as those chasing churches and museums. The city is compact and walkable, so two
or three days is enough to see the highlights without rushing.

When to visit

Summers, from June to August, are warm and the most pleasant time to visit. Winters are long and cold,
with temperatures regularly below freezing from December through February; spring and autumn are
mild but short.

Independence Avenue and October Square fill with a Christmas market and an outdoor skating rink
from early December through early January. It's a good reason to visit in winter despite the cold.

DAY °C NIGHT °C

MONTH CONDITIONS avg / max avg/ min

January ® Poor -5°/2°  -10°/-23° ¥ 13rainy days - Dry air
Poor for sightseeing Feels like -11°

February @ Poor -3°/3° -9°/-22° § 12rainy days - Dry air
Poor for sightseeing Feels like -9°

March ® Poor 3°/11° -5°/-14° Dryair
Poor for sightseeing Feels like -3°

April @ Poor 11°/20° 1°/-4° Dryair
Poor for sightseeing Feels like 6°

May Good 17°/24° 7°/0° ¥ 14rainy days - Dry air
Good for sightseeing Feels like 14°

June Good 21°/26° 11°/6° ¥ 15rainy days - Dry air
Good for sightseeing

July Good 23°/28° 14°/9° § 17 rainy days
Good for sightseeing

August ® Great 22°/28° 13°/8° § 12rainy days
Great for sightseeing

September Good 17°/24° 8°/2° Dryair
Good for sightseeing Feels like 14°

October ® Poor 10°/17° 3°/-4° § 13rainy days - Dry air
Poor for sightseeing Feels like 5°

November @ Poor 3°/10° -2°/-11° § 13 rainy days - Dry air
Poor for sightseeing Feels like -3°

December @ Poor -3°/3° -7°/-19° ¥ 13rainy days - Dry air
Poor for sightseeing Feels like -9°

Best months: August

Climate data: NASA POWER (MERRA-2) - 1996-2025
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Top sights

@ Church of Saints Simon and Helen is the city's
most photographed building: a neo-Romanesque
red-brick Catholic church completed in 1910 on
Independence Square. A 2022 fire closed it to
worship, but it remains open to visitors.

© Holy Spirit Cathedral is the main cathedral of
the Belarusian Orthodox Church, built as part of a
17th-century monastery in the Upper Town. Its
blue-and-white facade is one of the few pieces of
pre-war Minsk still standing.

@ National Library of Belarus is hard to miss: a
glass rhombicuboctahedron that changes color
after dark. The upper-floor viewing platform gives
one of the best views over the city.

© National Academic Grand Opera and Ballet
Theatre of the Republic of Belarus stages opera
and ballet in a grand pre-war building near Trinity
Suburb. Tickets are inexpensive by European
standards, and a performance here is worth
building an evening around.

@ National Art Museum holds the country's
largest art collection, from Belarusian icons to
Soviet-era painting, in a museum compact
enough to see properly in about two hours.

@ The Minsk Gate greets everyone arriving by
train: twin eleven-story towers completed in 1953
in the Stalinist Empire style, one topped with the
largest clock in Belarus.

@ The Museum of Great Patriotic War is one of
the most visited museums in the country. It gives
a thorough, sobering account of the Second
World War, when Belarus lost roughly a quarter of
its population.

@ Minsk City Hall anchors the Upper Town, the
small surviving pocket of pre-war Minsk. The
current building is a 2004 reconstruction of the
17th-century original, which Russian imperial
authorities tore down in 1857.

Minsk - Belarus
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Minsk - Plan Your Trip

Turn the places from this guide into a real itinerary, with smart routing, time
ﬂ estimates, and everything you need for a perfect trip.

3M+ downloads - 4.6 stars - 15 years of trip planning Scan to download

App Store - Google Play the app

What to experience

* Cross to the Island of Tears in the middle of the Svisloch River to see Weeping Guardian Angel (Island
of Tears), where couples traditionally leave flowers on their wedding day.

¢ Catch a play at Yanka Kupala National Academic Theatre, the country's oldest theatre —
performances are usually in Belarusian, but many are visual enough to follow without the language.

¢ Swim or sunbathe at the beaches along Komsomolskoye Lake in Victory Park on a hot summer day, a
local ritual once the weather turns warm.

Day trips

Minsk sits near the center of Belarus, within reach of two UNESCO World Heritage castles and a somber
wartime memorial.

e Khatyn Memorial — about 1 hour by car. A former village burned along with its residents during the
German occupation, now a memorial to the more than 600 Belarusian villages destroyed the same
way.

® Dudutki Museum Complex — about 1 hour by car. An open-air museum of traditional crafts and rural
life, with a working distillery, blacksmith, and farm animals — a lighter, family-friendly option.

* Mir Castle Complex — about 1.5 hours by car or bus. A red-brick 16th-century fortress with towers
and a moat, one of the best-preserved castles in Eastern Europe.

* Nesvizh Castle — about 1.5-2 hours by car. The former residence of the Radziwill noble family,
restored with period interiors and formal gardens; easy to pair with Mir Castle for one long day out.

Getting there

e By air: Minsk National Airport (MSQ), about 40 km east of downtown, is the country's main gateway.
Sanctions and EU airspace restrictions mean most Western European airlines no longer fly here.
Many travelers connect via Russia, Turkey, the Gulf, or another non-EU hub instead — check current
routes before booking. There is no airport train at present; buses and taxis take 40-60 minutes into
the center.

* By train: Minsk-Pasazhyrski, the central railway station, has domestic service across Belarus and
international connections toward Russia. Land border crossings into and out of the EU (Poland,
Lithuania, Latvia) have faced long delays and periodic closures in recent years — verify the current
situation before planning an overland route.

* By bus: The central bus station next to the train station serves regional and some international
routes, and is a straightforward way to reach day-trip towns without a car.

Minsk - Belarus 4/18
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Getting around

e Public transit: The Minsk Metro (three lines) is
fast and covers most of the center; trams,
buses, and trolleybuses fill in the rest. Buy a
token, paper ticket, or a rechargeable travel
card at station kiosks and vending machines.
Foreign-issued bank cards can be declined
unpredictably because of sanctions on some
local banks, so carry cash as a backup for
tickets. Minsktrans

¢ Taxi/ ride-hailing: Yandex Go operates widely
and is the easiest way to book a ride without
speaking Russian or Belarusian.

* On foot: The center is flat, compact, and easy
to cover on foot. Cycling is workable but
dedicated bike lanes are limited outside the

parks.
Getting around on foot & by bike
# WALKABILITY & CYCLING INFRASTRUCTURE
High Moderate
. X I ] D aGED
The city center is flat, compact, and easy to explore on foot, Cycling is workable in parks and along the river, but dedicated
with wide pedestrian-friendly avenues. bike lanes are limited elsewhere in the city.

Driving

¢ Is acar worth it?: No — central Minsk is compact and well served by the metro. A car mainly helps
for day trips to Mir, Nesvizh, or Khatyn, where public transport is slow or requires transfers.

¢ Parking: Paid parking zones cover the city center. Pay by SMS, a parking app, or at a roadside
terminal — look for blue "P" signage marked with a zone number.

Minsk - Belarus 5/18
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Food & drink

Draniki, fried potato pancakes, are everywhere in
Minsk, served plain with sour cream or piled with
meat and mushroom sauce — the one dish worth
seeking out specifically.

For a concentrated taste of everyday Minsk, head
to Kamarouski Market for fresh produce, honey,
and pickled vegetables sold by local farmers, or
to Zybitskaya Street along the Svisloch
embankment in Trinity Suburb, lined with
restaurants and bars that stay busy into the
evening.

App Store - Google Play

Minsk - Belarus

Minsk - Plan Your Trip

Turn the places from this guide into a real itinerary, with smart routing, time
ﬂ estimates, and everything you need for a perfect trip.

3M+ downloads - 4.6 stars - 15 years of trip planning

tripomatic.com

What to eat & drink

@ BREAKFAST

Syrniki + CbIpHiKi
Fried curd-cheese patties, often served with jam or sour
cream.

= LUNCH

Draniki with mushroom sauce
A common lunch version of draniki topped with a
mushroom or meat sauce.

a» SNACKS & STREET FOOD

Belarusian rye bread - xne6
Dense dark rye bread, a staple at every meal.

Y DRINKS

Kvass - KBac
A mildly fermented, low-alcohol drink made from rye
bread, sold on the street in summer.

& SIGNATURE DISHES

Draniki - gpaHixi
Fried potato pancakes, the country's best-known dish,
usually served with sour cream.

Machanka - mavaHka
A thick meat and gravy stew, traditionally eaten by
dipping pancakes into it.

Kalduny - kangyHbl
Dumplings stuffed with meat or potato, similar to
pierogi.

Babka - 6abka
A baked grated-potato casserole, often with bacon or
mushrooms.

Scan to download
the app
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Safety & health
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Minsk is one of the safer capital cities in Europe for visitors: violent crime against tourists is rare, and the
city is heavily policed. Petty theft and scams are uncommon, though it is still worth watching your
belongings on crowded transit.

Foreign-issued Visa and Mastercard cards work in Belarus but can be declined unpredictably because of
sanctions on some local banks. Carry enough cash as a backup, and change it at a bank or official
exchange point rather than on the street. Tap water isn't recommended for drinking — stick to bottled or
filtered water.

Avoid photographing government buildings, military sites, or uniformed officials — this is taken
seriously and can draw unwanted police attention.

History

Minsk's history stretches back to 1067, when it was first mentioned in chronicles in connection with a
battle on the Nemiga River, now considered the city's founding date. For centuries it changed hands
between Lithuanian, Polish, and Russian rule; Peter and Paul Cathedral, founded in 1612, is the oldest
building still standing from that era.

The 20th century was catastrophic and defining. German occupation during the Second World War
destroyed most of the city and killed a large share of its population, a period documented in detail at
The Museum of Great Patriotic War. Almost everything visitors see in the center today, including The
Minsk Gate, was rebuilt from rubble in the Stalinist style during the 1940s and 1950s.

More recent history is remembered too: Weeping Guardian Angel (Island of Tears) on the Island of Tears
commemorates the Belarusian soldiers killed in the Soviet-Afghan War of the 1980s.

Country facts

Quick practical facts for Belarus at a glance:

O CURRENCY 4 ELECTRICITY @ LANGUAGES & TAP WATER

BYN Br @ @ Belarusian, Russian Use caution

Type C/ Type F
220V -50 Hz

Minsk - Belarus 7/18
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Minsk’s landscape is defined by its monumental Soviet-era arch
Avenue and the neoclassical KGB headquarters. The city preser
and centuries-old religious sites like the 17th-century Holy Spiri
Helen. Significant memorials, including the Museum of the Gre

itecture, notably the Stalinist Empire style of Independence
ves its historical core through the reconstructed City Hall

t Cathedral and the brick-red Church of Saints Simon and
at Patriotic War and the Island of Tears, reflect Belarus's

wartime history, while the unique rhombicuboctahedron-shaped National Library represents its modern expansion.
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@ The Minsk Gate

Two symmetrical 11-story towers built in the
Stalinist Empire style between 1947 and
1953. Located opposite the central railway
station, one tower features a large trophy clock from
Germany, while the other displays the Soviet-era

Belarusian coat of arms.
1 Kirova, MunHck, Belarus (53.89204, 27.55109)

belarus.by/ru/travel/top-guide-belarus/minsk-s-vysoty-pti...

Minsk - Belarus
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© Great Patriotic War Museum
The Belarusian Great Patriotic War Museum
is a museum in Minsk, Belarus.

npacnekT Mepamoxuay 8 (53.91638, 27.53808)

Tu-Su

10:00-18:00

warmuseum.by
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© Minsk City Hall

A 2003 reconstruction of the original 16th-
century administrative building. Located in
the Upper Town, the structure features a 32-
meter clock tower and serves as a venue for official
ceremonies and historical exhibitions.

nnowya Ceabogabl 2A, 220030 (53.90357, 27.55610)

We-Su 11:00-19:00

minskmuseum.by, +375173372430

© Church of Saints Simon and
Helen

The Church of Saints Simon and Helena,
also known as the Red Church, is a
Roman Catholic church on Independence Square in
Minsk, Belarus.

Caseukas Byniya 15, MiHck (53.89653, 27.54754)

chyrvony.by

Minsk - Belarus

tripomatic.com

@ Peter and Paul Cathedral

Constructed between 1612 and 1620, this is
the oldest standing church in Minsk. The
cathedral exhibits a blend of Baroque and

Renaissance architecture and remains an active center for
the Belarusian Orthodox Church.

Pakayckas Byniua 4, 220004 MiHck (53.90470, 27.55175)

@ Holy Spirit Cathedral

The Holy Spirit Cathedral in Minsk,
Belarus is dedicated to the Holy Spirit. It
is the central cathedral of the Belarusian
Orthodox Church.

Byniua Kipbinbl i Madogzis 3, MiHck (53.90501, 27.55621)
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© Yanka Kupala National
Academic Theatre

@ Architecture miniatures
museum

Janka Kupala National Academic Theatre is A private museum featuring detailed scale
the oldest existing theatre in Belarus. models of Belarus's most significant
architectural landmarks. The exhibits include interactive
lighting and provide a historical overview of the country's

kupala-theatre.by heritage in a single venue.

BYniLa dHrensca 7, 220030 MiHck (53.90082, 27.56273)

npacnekT HesanexHacui 25, MiHck, BY
(53.90317, 27.56284)

Mo-Su 11:00-20:00
belarusmini.by, +37529 15 15 670

@ Glavpoctamt

Completed in 1953, the Main Post Office is a
landmark of Stalinist architecture. Its interior
is noted for a grand circular hall with a
massive dome and stained glass windows depicting
various Belarusian cities.

1 Sverdlova, MuHck, Belarus (53.89639, 27.55155)

Mo-Sa 08:00-20:00
Su 10:00-17:00

© Aliaksandrauski Garden
Square

Historic city park established in 1870,
featuring the notable Boy with a Swan

fountain and adjacent to the National Academic Yanka
Kupala Theatre.

MuHck, Belarus (53.90155, 27.56308)

Minsk - Belarus 10718
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Q@ Botanical Garden

Established in 1932, this 153-hectare site is
one of Europe's largest botanical gardens.
It maintains a collection of over 15,000
plant species, including an extensive arboretum and a
tropical greenhouse.

MwuHck, Belarus (53.91540, 27.61094)

Mo Closed
Tu-Su

cbg.org.by, +375 17 2841484

10:00-21:00

@ The Weeping Angel
A bronze sculpture of a weeping guardian
angel located on the 'Island of Tears." It
serves as a memorial to Belarusian soldiers
who died during the Soviet-Afghan War.

MwuHck, Belarus (53.90949, 27.55445)

Minsk - Belarus

tripomatic.com

@ Victory Park

Minsk's largest park, encompassing 200
hectares around Komsomolskoye Lake. It
contains the city's main war memorial
complex, numerous fountains, and extensive wooded
walking paths.

MwuHck, Belarus (53.92278, 27.53668)

O KGB

A massive neoclassical building on
Independence Avenue constructed between
1945 and 1947. It serves as the headquarters
for the State Security Committee and is a primary example
of post-war Soviet architecture.

(53.89902, 27.55476)

11718
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© National Library of Belarus

The National Library of Belarus is the largest
library in the Republic of Belarus, located
in Minsk.

116 Nezavisimosti prospekt, MuHck, Belarus
(53.93129, 27.64618)

Mo-Su Open 24/7
nlb.by, +375173683737

Minsk - Belarus

tripomatic.com
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Museums & Art Centers

Minsk’s cultural landscape is anchored by the Belarusian State Museum of the Great Patriotic War, featuring extensive
WWII relics and multimedia displays. The National Art Museum houses the country's largest collection of Belarusian and
international works, while the National History Museum documents the nation's heritage. Specialized sites include the
Strana Mini museum, showcasing architectural models of Belarusian landmarks, and dedicated memorial museums
honoring national poets Yakub Kolas and Yanka Kupala and the sculptor Zair Azgur.
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© National Art Museum

© Great Patriotic War Museum
World's first museum dedicated to the The National Art Museum of the Republic of
history of the Second World War featuring Belarus is the largest art museum in Belarus
twenty-eight extensive collections. It serves and is located in its capital, Minsk.

as a major repository of relics and multimedia displays
documenting the events of the Great Patriotic War.

Byniua JleHiHa 20, 220030 MiHck (53.89843, 27.56085)

npacnexT Mepamoxuay 8 (53.91638, 27.53808) Mo 11:00-19:00
Tu Closed
Tu-Su 10:00-18:00  We 11:00-19:00
warmuseum.by Th 13:00-21:00
Fr-Su 11:00-19:00

artmuseum.by, +375 17 397-01-63;+375 29 377-78-19

Minsk - Belarus 13718
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@ Belarusian National History
Museum

@ Architecture miniatures
museum

Belarusian National History and Culture Private museum featuring detailed

Museum is a history museum in architectural models of major Belarusian
Minsk, Belarus. landmarks and historical sites.
Byniua Kapna Mapkca 12, 220030 (53.89681, 27.55562) npacnekt HesanexHacui 25, MiHck, BY

(53.90317, 27.56284)
Mo-Su 11:00-19:00

histmuseum.by Mo-Su 11:00-20:00

belarusmini.by, +37529 15 15 670

@ House Museum of First @ Cinema Museum
Congress of the Russian Social

Democratic Labour Party

Branch of the National Historical Museum
focusing on the development and history of
Belarusian cinematography.

Reconstructed wooden building on the site

of the 1898 congress that founded the Russian Social Byniua CBspAaoBa 4, 220030 MiHck (53.89730, 27.54866)
Democratic Labour Party.

Mo-Su 10:00-19:00
npacnekT HesanexHacui 31A, 220005 (53.90783, 27.57156)

Minsk - Belarus 14718
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@ Gosudarstvennyj literaturno-
memorialnyj muzej Akuba
Kolasa

Dedicated to the life and works of national
poet Yakub Kolas, located in his former home, a mid-20th-
century architectural monument.

AkagamivHas Byniua 5, 220012 (53.91953, 27.60021)

Mo-Sa 10:00-18:00

© Memorialnyj muzej-
masterskaa Zaira Azgura

kolasmuseum.by, +375 17 2701702;+375 17 3789196

Former studio and residence of Soviet
sculptor Zair Azgur, preserving his original
workspace and a large collection of his sculptural portraits.

Byniua Asrypa 8, 220088 (53.89928, 27.57848)

@ Yanka Kupala Museum

Memorial museum documenting the life,
manuscripts, and literary legacy of
Belarusian national poet Yanka Kupala.

Byniua AHKi Kynanel 4, 220030 MiHck (53.90612, 27.56527)

Mo-Th 10:00-20:30
Fr 10:00-18:30
Sa 10:00-18:00

Minsk - Belarus 15718
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Historic Churches & Cathedrals
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Explore Minsk's diverse religious heritage through its historic landmarks. The city features a blend of Orthodox and
Catholic traditions, visible in the 17th-century Baroque Holy Spirit Cathedral and the distinctive red-brick Neo-
Romanesque Church of Saints Simon and Helen. The Peter and Paul Cathedral stands as the city's oldest church,
showcasing Renaissance and local Gothic elements. These sites reflect centuries of architectural evolution, from the Neo-
Gothic St. Roch on Golden Hill to the late 19th-century Alexander Nevsky Church, many of which served as vital

\\ Q

community centers through turbulent history.
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© Church of Saints Simon and
Helen

O Holy Spirit Cathedral

The Holy Spirit Cathedral in Minsk,
Belarus is dedicated to the Holy Spirit. It The Church of Saints Simon and Helena,
is the central cathedral of the Belarusian also known as the Red Church, is a
Orthodox Church. Roman Catholic church on Independence Square in

Minsk, Belarus.

Byniua Kipbiibl i Madoasisa 3, MiHck (53.90501, 27.55621)
CaBeukas Byniua 15, MiHck (53.89653, 27.54754)

chyrvony.by
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© Church of Holy Trinity
(Church of St. Roch)

Church of Holy Trinity also known as St. Roch
with elements of local Gothic. It is a on the Golden Hill is a Roman Catholic
significant historical site that was returned to the religious church in Minsk.

community in 1991.

© Peter and Paul Cathedral

17th-century Orthodox cathedral combining
Baroque and Renaissance architectural styles

npacnekT HesanexHacui 44A, 220005 MiHcK
Pakayckas Byniua 4, 220004 MiHck (53.90470, 27.55175) (53.91099, 27.58022)

roch.by, +375 29 6955351

© Cerkov sv. Aleksandra
Nevskogo

Late 19th-century Orthodox church located

within the Military Cemetery. Built in 1898 to
honor soldiers killed in the Russo-Turkish War, it retains its
original interior and houses a portable wooden altar used

by troops during the conflict.

Byniua Kasnosa 11, 220088 (53.90861, 27.58747)

Minsk - Belarus 17718
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