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Overview

Skopje is the capital and largest city of North Macedonia, built along the Vardar River between the
Skopje valley and the surrounding mountains. Centuries-old mosques and a working Ottoman-era
bazaar sit close to a wave of large bronze statues and neoclassical facades added during a government
building campaign in the 2010s, giving the city center an unusual, layered look.

Most visitors spend two or three nights here, enough time to see the old town and add a day trip into
the nearby mountains or lakes. Skopje suits travelers who want an affordable, walkable city with a
strong café and food scene, rather than a polished, museum-piece old town. Mother Teresa was born
here in 1910, and the city marks the connection with a small memorial house near the main square.

When to visit

Spring (April-May) and autumn (September-October) are mild and the most comfortable times to visit.
Summer is hot and dry, with July and August regularly reaching the mid-30s °C, while winter is cold and
the valley traps smog on still days.

The Skopje Jazz Festival is one of the city's biggest annual events: running since 1982, it fills clubs and
outdoor stages for several days in October and regularly draws well-known international acts.

DAY °C NIGHT °C

MONTH CONDITIONS avg / max avg/ min

January @ Poor 7°/14°  -1°/-10° Dry air - Calm winds
Poor for watersports Feels like 3°

February e Fair 9°/17° 0°/-9° Dryair - Calm winds
Fair for hiking Feels like 5°

March Good 13°/21° 3°/-4° Dryair - Calm winds
Good for hiking Feels like 10°

April Good 18°/25° 7°/0° ¥ 12rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Good for hiking

May ® Great 23°/29° 12°/7° § 13rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Great for sightseeing

June ® Great 29°/36° 17°/11° Calm winds
Great for watersports

July ® Great 33°/40° 19°/14° -@-21sunny days - Calm winds - UV 8 (Very high) - Up to 10 days above
Great for watersports 35°

August ® Great 33°/40° 19°/15° @20 sunny days - Calm winds - Up to 11 days above 35°
Great for watersports

September @ Great 27°/35° 15°/8° Dryair - Calm winds
Great for watersports

October ® Great 21°/29° 10°/3° Dryair- Calm winds
Great for sightseeing

November @ Fair 15°/22° 5°/-2° § 12rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Fair for hiking

December @ Poor 8°/16° 1°/-7° § 12rainy days - Dry air - Calm winds
Poor for hiking Feels like 5°

Best months: May, October

Climate data: NASA POWER (MERRA-2) - 1996-2025

Late September and October combine warm, sunny days with the cleanest air of the year — winter's still,

cold air traps pollution in the valley, which is worth knowing if you have respiratory sensitivities.
Skopje - North Macedonia 2/17
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Top sights

O Stone Bridge is the city's best-known
landmark, a stone footbridge over the Vardar that
has linked the old and new town for centuries
and appears on Skopje's coat of arms.

Cross it into the @ Old Bazaar, the largest bazaar
in the Balkans outside Istanbul, where mosques,

hammams and craft workshops line narrow
cobbled lanes.

Above the bazaar, @ Skopje Fortress has been
fortified since Byzantine times and gives the best
rooftop view over the old town and river. b

Caeta Mema
FaepcMania

Near the main square, the @ Memorial House of
Mother Teresa stands on the site of the church

where she was baptized, marking her childhood

years in the city.

@ Warrior on a Horse, a 22-meter bronze

fountain and statue complex, is the centerpiece O DS, a0
of Macedonia Square and the most visible symbol

of the government's 2010s building campaign.

A short walk away, the @ Church of St. Clement
of Ohrid is the largest Macedonian Orthodox
cathedral in the city, notable for its modern take
on Byzantine church design.

Just outside the center, @ Lake Matka fills a
narrow canyon on the Treska River with caves,
cliffside monasteries and short hiking trails.

For a wider view, ride the cable car up Mount
Vodno to the @ Millennium Cross, a 66-meter
steel monument that is visible from most of the
city below.

Skopje - Plan Your Trip

Turn the places from this guide into a real itinerary, with smart routing, time
ﬁ estimates, and everything you need for a perfect trip.

3M+ downloads - 4.6 stars - 15 years of trip planning

App Store - Google Play

Skopje - North Macedonia

tripomatic.com

LIVTO OPM3AR!

o

c@je

Scan to download
the app
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What to experience

* Ride the Vodno cable car up to the Millennium Cross in the late afternoon and stay for the sunset
over the city and valley.

* Rent a kayak or join a short boat trip on the reservoir inside Lake Matka, framed by cliffs and cave
entrances.

¢ Join the evening korzo along Macedonia Square and the riverside promenade, when locals turn out
for a slow walk and a coffee.

e Settle in at one of the cafés in the Debar Maalo neighborhood for a macchiato or a glass of rakija —
the city's main after-work social ritual.

Day trips

Skopje sits close to some of North Macedonia's
best mountains and lakes, so a rental car or a day
tour easily reaches beyond the city.

e @ Tetovo — =45 min by car or bus. A small
city at the foot of the Sar Mountains, known
for the brightly painted Sarena DZamija
mosque and a lively student population.

lFocTusap

e © Mavrovo National Park — =1.5 hr by car.
North Macedonia's largest national park, built

Kwuueso MakefoHcky Gpos

around Lake Mavrovo, the Bigorski Monastery
and hiking or skiing on the surrounding
peaks. )

e @ Ohrid — =2.5-3 hr by car or bus. A g Mpu
UNESCO World Heritage lake town with a well-
preserved old quarter and dozens of medieval
churches; a long day trip, but a strong pick for

Lemwp Xucap

travelers with the time for it.

(=) O'b‘enSl'%mMap iomrgbutors, F‘SA WorldCB¥er, Mapzen
tas iy

Getting there

* By air: Skopje International Airport (SKP) is the country's main gateway, about 20 km southeast of the
center, near Petrovec. A shuttle bus and metered taxis run into town; the shuttle takes roughly 30
minutes.

¢ By train: Skopje's central railway station has direct international trains to Thessaloniki in Greece and
connections toward Belgrade in Serbia; services are limited and slower than the bus.

¢ By bus: The main bus station, next to the railway station, has frequent international coaches from
Belgrade, Sofia, Pristina and Tirana, and is often faster and more comfortable than the train.

Skopje - North Macedonia 4717
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Getting around

e Public transit: City buses, run by JSP Skopje,
cover the whole urban area; there is no metro
or tram. Buy a ticket from the driver or a kiosk,
or use a rechargeable Skopje Card for cheaper
fares. |SP Skopje

¢ Taxi: Taxis are inexpensive by European
standards and easy to flag down; confirm the
fare uses the meter.

* On foot: The old town, Macedonia Square and
the riverside are flat and walkable; the wider
city is spread out and better covered by bus or

taxi.
Getting around on foot & by bike
£ WALKABILITY % CYCLING INFRASTRUCTURE
High Low
GED aGED aED D
The old town, main square and riverside are flat and compact Cycling infrastructure is limited outside a riverside path; most
enough to cover on foot. visitors get around on foot or by taxi.

Driving

¢ Is acar worth it?: Not for the center, which is compact and walkable, but useful for reaching Matka
Canyon, Mavrovo or Ohrid at your own pace.

¢ Parking: The center is divided into paid parking zones, charged by SMS or a parking app; a few multi-
story garages sit near Macedonia Square and City Mall.

* Restrictions: There is no congestion charge or low-emission zone, but the Old Bazaar's narrow lanes
are largely pedestrian-only.

Skopje - North Macedonia 5717
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Food & drink

Skopje's kitchens mix Ottoman, Balkan and
Mediterranean influences: grilled meats, filled
pastries and slow-cooked bean stews dominate
menus across the city.

For traditional food, head to the Old Bazaar,
where small bakeries sell burek and grills serve
cevapi late into the evening; for a more modern
dining scene, the Debar Maalo neighborhood has
the city's highest concentration of contemporary
restaurants and wine bars.

Skopje - Plan Your Trip

App Store - Google Play

Safety & health

Turn the places from this guide into a real itinerary, with smart routing, time
ﬂ estimates, and everything you need for a perfect trip.

3M+ downloads - 4.6 stars - 15 years of trip planning

tripomatic.com

What to eat & drink

@ BREAKFAST

Burek - 6ypek
Flaky filo pastry filled with cheese, meat or spinach,
eaten warm for breakfast.

«» SNACKS & STREET FOOD

Ajvar - ajgap
A roasted red pepper relish, homemade every autumn
and spread on bread.

Y DRINKS

Rakija - pakunja
A strong grape or fruit brandy, distilled at home across
the country.

Vranec wine - BpaHel,
A full-bodied red wine from the Vardar valley's Tikve$
wine region.

& SIGNATURE DISHES

Tavce gravce - TaBYe rpaBye
Baked beans in a clay dish, seasoned with paprika and
herbs — the unofficial national dish.

Shopska salad - woncka canata
Chopped tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers and onion
topped with grated white cheese.

Scan to download
the app

Skopje is a safe city for tourists, with low rates of violent crime. The main risks are ordinary ones: watch
for pickpockets in the crowded Old Bazaar and on city buses, and use only metered or app-based taxis.

The one health note worth planning around is air quality: Skopje's valley setting traps pollution during
still, cold weather, and the city regularly ranks among Europe's most polluted capitals in winter. Travelers

with respiratory conditions should check air-quality readings before a winter visit.

Skopje - North Macedonia
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History

Skopje's Old Bazaar and its mosques date to the roughly 500 years the city spent under Ottoman rule,
after the Ottomans took the city in 1392. The Stone Bridge across the Vardar dates from this era and
became the traditional line between the Ottoman old town and the newer districts that grew up on the
opposite bank.

A devastating earthquake on 26 July 1963 destroyed much of the city center and killed over 1,000 people.
The rebuilding that followed, partly designed by Japanese architect Kenzo Tange, gave Skopje its
modernist boulevards and concrete public buildings. Decades later, the government's Skopje 2014
project added the neoclassical facades and statues, including Warrior on a Horse in Macedonia Square,
that now define the city center — a project that remains debated among Macedonians for its cost and its
historical claims.

Country facts

Quick practical facts for North Macedonia at a glance:

O CURRENCY %k EMERGENCY 4 ELECTRICITY

MKD 112 @ @

Type C/ Type F
230V -50 Hz

@ LANGUAGES @& TAP WATER

Macedonian, Albanian Use caution

Skopje - North Macedonia 7117
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Skopje Essentials

Skopje's landscape is defined by the Vardar River, spanned by the 15th-century Stone Bridge connecting the modern
Macedonia Square to the historic Old Bazaar. This Ottoman-era marketplace houses the 15th-century Mustafa Pasha
Mosque and leads to the Byzantine-era Skopje Fortress. Modern additions include the 66-meter Millennium Cross on
Mount Vodno and the monumental Warrior on a Horse statue. Cultural heritage is preserved in the Archaeological
Museum and the Memorial House of Mother Teresa, while the nearby Lake Matka offers natural limestone canyons and
medieval monasteries.
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© Old Bazaar

Historic Ottoman marketplace and trade
center dating back to the 12th century,
historical and modern districts. featuring a blend of Byzantine architecture
across narrow cobblestone streets. It is the largest bazaar
in the Balkans outside of Istanbul and remains a living hub
for traditional crafts.

O Stone Bridge

Historic pedestrian bridge spanning 214
meters and serving as a connection between

KameH MocrT, Ckonje, Macedonia (41.99710, 21.43323)

Canux Acnm, 1111 Skopje, North Macedonia
(42.00071, 21.43658)

macedoniatourism.com

Skopje - North Macedonia 8717
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© Skopsko Kale

Historic fortification and archaeological site
with roots dating back to the Neolithic and
Bronze Ages. It features defensive structures
from the 6th century and offers panoramic views of the
city and river.

(Unnamed Road), Ckonje, Macedonia (42.00061, 21.43321)

Mo-Su 07:00-19:00

© Memorial House of Mother
Teresa

The Mother Teresa Memorial House is
dedicated to the Catholic saint and Nobel
Peace Prize laureate Mother Teresa.

MakegoHnja, 1000 Ckonje, MK (41.99377, 21.43092)

Mo-Su 09:00-20:00, 09:00-14:00

memorialhouseofmotherteresa.org, +389 2 3290674

Skopje - North Macedonia

tripomatic.com

© Warrior on Horseback

Massive bronze monument and fountain
complex depicting Alexander the

Great. Unveiled in 2011, it stands

as a central landmark of the city's modern
architectural redevelopment.

MnowrTag MakegoHwuja, Ckonje, Macedonia
(41.99591, 21.43147)

@ Lake Matka

Artificial lake and reservoir.

Macedonia (41.93803, 21.29779)

9/17
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66-meter tall steel monument and cross built
in 2002 to commemorate two

millennia of Christianity. It serves as

a 360-degree viewpoint overlooking the city and
surrounding mountains.

(Unnamed Road), Macedonia (41.96502, 21.39442)

macedoniatourism.com/vodno-travel-guide/

Macedonia

National cultural institution housing a
collection of over 7,000 artifacts from the
region's history and archaeology. Exhibits span from
prehistoric times to the medieval period, including
exclusive world-class items and a scientific library.

1000 Ckonje, MK (41.99687, 21.43445)

Tu-Su 10:00-18:00

@) St. Clement of Ohrid

The Church of Saint Clement of Ohrid often Mustafa Pasha Mosque is an Ottoman-era
called simply Soborna Crkva, located in mosque located in the Old Bazaar of Skopje,
Skopje, North Macedonia is the largest North Macedonia.

cathedral of the...

@ Mustafa Pasha's Mosque

1000 Ckonje, MK (42.00208, 21.43542)
byneap MapTunsaHcku ogpeam 17, 1000 Ckonje, MK
(41.99852, 21.42635)

Skopje - North Macedonia 10717
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Skopje Essentials

Skopje's landscape is defined by the 15th-century Ottoman Stone Bridge, connecting Macedonia Square to the historic Old
Bazaar. Dating to the 12th century, the bazaar is the largest in the Balkans outside Istanbul, featuring mosques,
hammams, and traditional workshops. Cultural highlights include the Mother Teresa Memorial House, the 66-meter-tall
Millennium Cross on Mount Vodno, and the Archaeological Museum’s 7,000 artifacts. History is further explored at the
Holocaust Memorial Center and the Museum of the Macedonian Struggle, while the Matka Canyon houses the 14th-
century Monastery of St. Andrew.
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© Old Bazaar

Historic Ottoman marketplace and trade
center dating back to the 12th century,

O Stone Bridge

Historic pedestrian bridge spanning 214
meters and serving as a connection between

historical and modern districts. featuring a blend of Byzantine architecture

across narrow cobblestone streets. It is the largest bazaar
in the Balkans outside of Istanbul and remains a living hub
for traditional crafts.

KameH MocrT, Ckonje, Macedonia (41.99710, 21.43323)

Canux Acnm, 1111 Skopje, North Macedonia
(42.00071, 21.43658)

macedoniatourism.com
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© Memorial House of Mother
Teresa

The Mother Teresa Memorial House is
dedicated to the Catholic saint and Nobel
Peace Prize laureate Mother Teresa.

MakegoHnja, 1000 Ckonje, MK (41.99377, 21.43092)

Mo-Su 09:00-20:00, 09:00-14:00

memorialhouseofmotherteresa.org, +389 2 3290674

@ Archaeological Museum of
Macedonia

National cultural institution housing a
collection of over 7,000 artifacts from the
region's history and archaeology. Exhibits span from
prehistoric times to the medieval period, including
exclusive world-class items and a scientific library.

1000 Ckonje, MK (41.99687, 21.43445)

Tu-Su 10:00-18:00

Skopje - North Macedonia

tripomatic.com

© Warrior on Horseback

Massive bronze monument and fountain
complex depicting Alexander the

Great. Unveiled in 2011, it stands

as a central landmark of the city's modern
architectural redevelopment.

MnowrTag MakegoHwuja, Ckonje, Macedonia
(41.99591, 21.43147)

o, il
@ Daut Pasha Hamam
Gallery

The National Gallery is a national art

museum of North Macedonia in the Old
Bazaar, located in the capital city of Skopje.

National

1000 Ckonje, MK (41.99872, 21.43572)

Tu-Su

10:00-18:00

nationalgallery.mk, +389 2 3133102

12717
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© Millennium Cross

66-meter tall steel monument and cross built
in 2002 to commemorate two

millennia of Christianity. It serves as

a 360-degree viewpoint overlooking the city and
surrounding mountains.

(Unnamed Road), Macedonia (41.96502, 21.39442)

macedoniatourism.com/vodno-travel-guide/

© Holocaust Memorial Center
for the Jews of Macedonia

The Holocaust Memorial Center for the Jews
of Macedonia is a memorial to the Holocaust
of the 7,148 Jews from North Macedonia and the...

Vb0 Bojsoga 2, 1000 Ckonje, MK (41.99849, 21.43346)

holocaustfund.org.mk, +389 2 3122697

Skopje - North Macedonia

tripomatic.com

@ Porta Macedonia

Porta Macedonia is a memorial arch located
on Pella Square in Skopje, North Macedonia.

11 Oktomepwu 4A, 1000 Ckonje, MK (41.99445, 21.43244)

+389 2 3151141

&

5] 0% | R
PRSI W i - -

@ Museum of the Macedonian
struggle

The Museum of the Macedonian Struggle is

a national museum of North Macedonia
located in the capital city of Skopje.

Mo Bojsoga 1, 1000 Ckonje, MK (41.99800, 21.43315)

Tu-Su 10:00-18:00
mmb.org.mk, +389 2 3256 667

13717
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@ Museum of the City of Skopje

Museum of the City of Skopje is a
cultural institution located in Skopje,

@ Contemporary Art Museum
of Macedonia

The Contemporary Art Museum is one of the
North Macedonia. largest and most complete national

CB. Kupun 1 MeToau, 1000 Ckonje, MK institutions of North Macedonia.

(41.99097, 21.42904) Camownosa, 1000 Ckonje, MK (42.00408, 21.43284)
museumskopje.mk, +389 2 3114742 Tu-Sa 10:00-15:00
Su 09:00-13:00

msu.mk/home/, +389 2 3117734

@ Monastery St. Andrej

14th-century Eastern Orthodox monastery
located in the Matka Canyon. Built in
1389, it features well-preserved medieval
frescoes and Byzantine-style architecture set against the
canyon's cliffs.

Matka (41.95059, 21.29919)

Skopje - North Macedonia 14717
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Skopje's architectural landscape spans centuries, from the 6th-century defensive walls of the Skopje Fortress to the
sprawling 12th-century Old Bazaar, the largest Ottoman marketplace in the Balkans outside Istanbul. Religious heritage is
showcased through the 15th-century Mustafa Pasha’s Mosque and the modern rotunda-style St. Clement of Ohrid
cathedral. The city’s skyline is further defined by the Porta Macedonia memorial arch and the 66-meter-tall Millennium
Cross on Mount Vodno, which serves as a significant viewpoint for the entire Skopje valley.
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© St. Clement of Ohrid

Historic 15th-century Ottoman mosque Largest cathedral of the Macedonian

featuring a 16.3-meter dome and a well- Orthodox Church featuring a modern

preserved original structure. Built in 1492, rotunda design with large domes and

the site includes a tomb, a fountain, and a rose garden. arches. Consecrated in 1990, the building is known for its
significant interior frescoes and icons.

i b

@ Mustafa Pasha's Mosque

1000 Ckonje, MK (42.00208, 21.43542)
bynesap MaptmnsaHckn ogpean 17, 1000 Ckonje, MK
(41.99852, 21.42635)

Skopje - North Macedonia 15717
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© Millennium Cross

66-meter tall steel monument and cross built
in 2002 to commemorate two
millennia of Christianity. It serves as

a 360-degree viewpoint overlooking the city and
surrounding mountains.

(Unnamed Road), Macedonia (41.96502, 21.39442)
macedoniatourism.com/vodno-travel-guide/

© Porta Macedonia

Porta Macedonia is a memorial arch located
on Pella Square in Skopje, North Macedonia.

11 Oktomspwn 4A, 1000 Ckonje, MK (41.99445, 21.43244)

+389 23151141

@ Old Bazaar

Historic Ottoman marketplace and trade
center dating back to the 12th century,

© Skopsko Kale

Historic fortification and archaeological site
with roots dating back to the Neolithic and

Bronze Ages. It features defensive structures featuring a blend of Byzantine architecture
from the 6th century and offers panoramic views of the across narrow cobblestone streets. It is the largest bazaar
city and river. in the Balkans outside of Istanbul and remains a living hub

) ) for traditional crafts.
(Unnamed Road), Ckonje, Macedonia (42.00061, 21.43321)

Canux Acnm, 1111 Skopje, North Macedonia

Mo-Su 07:00-19:00 15 00071, 21.43658)

macedoniatourism.com
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DATA SOURCES

Map data © OpenStreetMap contributors, ESA WorldCover, Mapzen
Places OpenStreetMap, Wikidata, Wikipedia, Tripomatic, Official website
Climate data NASA POWER, Copernicus ERA5-Land (CC BY 4.0)
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St. Clement of Ohrid — "St. Clement Church, Skopje, Macedonia" by Diego Delso, CC BY-SA 3.0

Mustafa Pasha's Mosque — "Mustafa Pasha's Mosque" by Vladimir Balusik, CC-BY-SA

Stone Bridge — "Stone bridge, skopje" by Yemc, Public domain

Old Bazaar — "Old Bazar Architecture (43318407321)" by aiva., cc-by-2.0

Memorial House of Mother Teresa — "Memorial house of mother teresa &amp; monument, skopje, macedonia" by Yemc, Public domain
Warrior on Horseback — "Warrior on a horse" by TusepononHuk, CC BY-SA 3.0

Archaeological Museum of Macedonia — "Archaeological Museum of Macedonia" by Sorin Balan, CC-BY-SA

Daut Pasha Hamam National Gallery — "Daut pasin amam, Skopje" by David Bailey, CC BY-SA 2.0

Porta Macedonia — "TpuymdansHas apka «MakegoHus»" by Andrey Bugaev, CC-BY-SA

Holocaust Memorial Center for the Jews of Macedonia — "Holocaust Memorial Center for the Jews of Macedonia in Skopje, Macedonia" by RaSo, CC BY-
SA3.0

Museum of the Macedonian struggle — "Museum of the Macedonian Struggle" by Stefan Didam, CC BY-SA 3.0

Museum of the City of Skopje — "Old Railway Station (now Skopje City Museum), Skopje, Macedonia" by Diego Delso, CC BY-SA 3.0
Contemporary Art Museum of Macedonia — "The Museum of Contemporary Art in Skopje, Macedonia" by Nikolina Hristovska, CC BY-SA 3.0
Mustafa Pasha's Mosque — "Mustafa Pasha's Mosque" by Vladimir Balusik, CC-BY-SA

St. Clement of Ohrid — "St. Clement Church Skopje 6" by kallerna, cc-by-sa-4.0

Porta Macedonia — "TpuymdanbHas apka «MakegoHusi»" by Andrey Bugaev, CC-BY-SA

Skopsko Kale — "Skopje Fortress in 2025.01" by CAPTAIN RAJU, ccO

Old Bazaar — "Old Bazar Architecture (43318407321)" by aiva., cc-by-2.0

A free travel guide — not for sale. Travel guide generated with AL Generated on October 8, 2026. Text and layout © Tripomatic, licensed
under CC BY-SA 4.0. Map data © OpenStreetMap contributors, available under the ODbL. Photos are under their own licences, as credited
on this page.
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